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Abstract

This research paper explores the concept of celebrity politicians. Three case studies are
selected according to the literature’s definition and characterization. They are Lebanese
basketballer Fadi El Khatib, Member of Parliament Gebran Bassil, and Prime Minister and
deputy Saad El Hariri. Three qualitative methods are adopted to obtain insightful results:
discourse analysis of the celebrity politicians’ speeches during Lebanon’s 17 October revolution,
focus groups with young adults aged between 21 and 26, as well as four in-depth interviews with
two of the celebrity politicians selected as cases, Khatib, and Bassil, along with media and
communication experts. This study assumes that speeches delivered by celebrity politicians are
planned performances. Therefore, the theories adopted are “Dramaturgy” and “Impression
Management” developed by Erving Goffman. The findings uncovered the staging and scripting
techniques, like nonverbal messages, gestures, and facial expressions employed by every
speaker, as well as the impressions reflected in each. Results also showed that political
affiliations and prejudices influence the perception of an impression and the interpretation of a
message. Finally, the interviews further explained this phenomenon and the implementation of

different Dramaturgy tactics in political discourses.

Keywords: Celebrity Politician, Political Celebrity, Dramaturgy, Impression Management,
Lebanon, 17 October Revolution, Character Assassination, Fadi El Khatib, Gebran Bassil, Saad

El Hariri



Chapter 1

Introduction

The phenomenon of public figures engaging in politics has been ‘trending’ for several
years. For instance, the famous Hollywood actor Ronald Reagan became the 40" President of the
United States (U.S.) in 1981 and Titi Camara, the former Guinean football player, was appointed
Sports Minister of Guinea in 2010 (Daily Mail, 2010). Artists and athletes are not the only ones
‘playing the role’ of legislators, but politicians, as well, act sometimes like celebrities. This

concept is known as celebrity politics.

However, jumping into the political realm, as expressed by comedian Kevin Hart, alienates some
of a celebrity’s audience. That’s why, musician Billy Joel preferred staying out of politics.
Singer Taylor Swift too, considered that she is unqualified “to tell people who to vote for” and

artist Bruno Mars’ “political views definitely don’t take the spotlight™! (Jeffries, n.d.).

In Lebanon, many famous people are trying to play a political role. They have been delivering
patriotic speeches, making political statements, and criticizing officials and political parties but

none has ever explored these cases from an academic point of view.

As a revolution ignited in the evening of October the 17" due to a six-dollar-tax per month
imposed by the government on WhatsApp’s voice call services, thousands of protestors
alongside celebrities hit the streets and blocked roads in protest (Sullivan, 2019). The Lebanese
basketball player Fadi El Khatib, who had claimed his willingness to become a sports minister in
2017, was one of the main public figures to join and support the uprising, address the protestors
through speeches from Riad Al Solh square and uploading others on his official Instagram (IG)

page. On the other hand, political figures dealt with the rebellion differently. For instance,
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Member of Parliament (MP) and leader of the Free Patriotic Movement (FPM) Gebran Bassil,
recognized as a statesman of a great popular interest, gave only two speeches as he was majorly
targeted by the demonstrators. Additionally, while the public was asking the cabinet chaired by
Saad El Hariri to stepdown, the Prime Minister (PM), who “gained popularity within Lebanon
following his infamous November 2017 Saudi sojourn"” (Jacinto, 2018), delivered three

discourses that created controversy.

This being the case, the aim of this study is to analyze Fadi El Khatib, Gebran Bassil, and
Saad El Hariri’s speeches or ‘performances’ during Lebanon’s revolution from a dramaturgical

and impression management perspective and uncover how people actually perceived them.

1 On the 4 of November 2017, Hariri suddenly flew to Saudi Arabia where he unexpectedly announced his
resignation on Saudi’s Al-Arabiya TV. Lebanese people and officials believed he was detained and forced to
stepdown; thus, received mass outpouring of popular support. President Michel Aoun refused the PM’s vacating
and insisted he return home and resign in person. On December 5, 2017, Hariri revoked his resignation, and one
year later, this crisis has mostly been uncovered.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

This chapter reviews the scholarly literature discussing celebrity politics and the public figures
who transitioned to politics. It first defines the concept of celebrity politics and political
celebrity, second, it explores the path of some celebrities who jumpstarted political careers.
Third, this part tackles the changes this phenomenon caused, and finally, gives an overview of

the Lebanese celebrities who embarked on this field.

2.1 Definition of Celebrity Politics and Political Celebrities

Although the concern about celebrity politics has been the focus of researchers for around
20 years, Wheeler (2013) considered that the presence of fame in the political world “can be
tracked back to antiquity;” however, this phenomenon evolved in the era of late modernity.
Street (2012) presumed that the rise of a post-democratic system led to the emergence of
celebrity politicians. This new order converted politics into a spectacle performed to an audience,
“not of citizens, but of spectators.” The author linked the concept of celebrity politics to the
notions of political personalization and spectacularization of politics. The first term is explicated
by Rahat (2018) as the process in which the importance, or political weight of one official
outweighs the importance of the entire political party. The spectacularization of politics,
according to Miguel-Sdez de Urabain, Fernandez de Arroyabe-Olaortua, Lazkano-Arrillaga
(2017), is “the tendency towards the personalization of political information, which implies the
creation of two opposing characters” dramatization [appealing to emotion rather than to reason],
fragmentation [emphasizing events over processes] and normalization [encouraging the

presentation of fast, radical and simplistic solutions that bring back “normality”’]” of political
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news, information or campaigns which turned politics into an entertaining show. Wheeler (2013)
defined celebrity politics as “a set of techniques, rooted in the production of fame, that
officeholders and notable citizens might employ for the purposes of aggregating and representing

public opinion related to electoral democracy, policy advocacy, and international diplomacy.”
Street (2004) differentiated between two types of celebrities in politics:

e representatives who were celebrities and traded on their background to get elected
such as actors Ronald Reagan and Arnold Schwarzenegger. They became
president of the United States and governor of California, respectively. Wrestler
Jesse Ventura falls under this category too as he became the governor of
Minnesota;

e politicians who used certain opportunities to link entertainment with politics to
improve their images or deliver their messages like the Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi when he sang Elvis Presley songs with actor Tom Cruise;
They can additionally be politicians who adopted techniques or tactics to promote
themselves. For example, U.S. President Bill Clinton: he played the saxophone on
the Arsenio Hall Show 2. Another example is the President of Croatia Kolinda
Grabar-Kitarovic. She became an unlikely star of the Russia 2018 World Cup as
she cheered for her countrymen every time they took the field, from the regular
fan stands (before being invited by the Russian President to the VIP seats) while
wearing Croatia’s red and white jersey (Russia Today, 2018; Purtill, 2018).

Grabar-Kitarovic even received 25% more news headlines than any other player

2 The Arsenio Hall Show is an American talk show presented by the comedian Arsenio Hall. It was aired from 1989
till 1994 — 2013 till 2014.
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in the Croatian team (Russia Today, 2018). According to Street (2003), political
endorsement by famous people is a phenomenon similar to the fourth category of
celebrity politics. He considered that not only are celebrities sponsoring
candidates, but politicians too, are invited to endorse or attend sports, art,
entertaining... events. For instance, Lebanese deputies and ministers showed their
unity by partaking in a football friendly game titled “We Are One Team” to
commemorate the 35" anniversary of the outbreak of the 1975 Lebanese Civil
War on the 13" of April 2010 (The Telegraph, 2010). They likewise competed
against each other, on the 12" of July 2018, in a football match to raise funds for

Kunhadi’s’ road safety awareness campaign (Kunhadi, 2018).

Entertainers who were engaged in politics and defended certain causes but were not seeking any
political office are said to be political celebrities too. Street (2004) defined them as the famous
people that are not politicians by occupation but pronounce on politics and claim the right to
represent people without acquiring elected office. To illustrate, the researcher referred to
musicians like Madonna and Chris Martin, Hollywood stars like Bruce Willis and Tim Robbins,
along with other celebrities, who signed a petition against the war in Iraq and used different
platforms to shed light on this issue. Add to that the Lebanese actors/actresses such as Badih
Abou Chakra, Carmen Lebbos, Nadine Nassib Njeim, etc., TV-host Wissam Breidy and many
others who joined protestors on the streets during Lebanon’s 17 October Revolution to voice
their anger at the country’s corrupt politicians and their failure to find solutions for the economic

crisis and provide the citizens with basic services, while singers like Haifa Wehbe, Carole

3 Kunhadiis a Lebanese non-profit organization aimed at raising road safety awareness.
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Semaha, and Nancy Ajram supported the demonstrators’ demands on their social media pages

(Houssari, 2019).

e Mazzoni & Ciaglia (2014) added a third type of celebrity politics. This type can be the
official who “by no will of his own” became a celebrity because he/she has been “a target
of gossip.” Even though the attractiveness and popularity of a public figure are important
factors for a statesman’s success (Street, 2003), this person needs to have policy skills

and political discipline, or else, he/she will fail (Wheeler, 2013).

Miguel-Saez de Urabain, et al. (2017) asserted that because of the spectacularization of politics,
the news, policies, ideologies and government plans no longer seem to matter. What’s dominant
in this era is the politics of image: the candidate’s charisma, personality, rhetorical skills and
performance. This phenomenon justified the presence of spin doctors who, exactly like public
relations practitioners in media, are responsible for managing the image, style, interviews, public
appearances, public speaking skills, and social media pages of the legislators. Former U.S.
president Barack Obama proved to be a celebrity politician of the highest order (Street, 2012;
Kellner 2010). For instance, his campaign speeches were set to a hip hop beat, he appeared and
danced in The Ellen DeGeneres’ Show?, he acted alongside the actress Amy Poehler, in a sketch
in which he was a guest at a Halloween party hosted by Hillary Clinton (played by Pochler),
slow jammed the news with TV host Jimmy Fallon, documented moments by taking selfies and
used social media to communicate with people. Street (2012) commented “it was almost
impossible to tell where the show business ended and the politics began.” Researchers inferred

that statesmen engage in performances in order to promote a good image, construct a distinctive

“The Ellen DeGeneres Show is an American daytime television variety comedy talk show hosted by Ellen
DeGeneres. The program combines comedy, celebrity, musical guests, and human-interest stories.
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political persona, attract ‘audience’, connect the public to their political values. They also aim at
showing themselves as “[people] of qualities [...] with inflections towards what are perceived as
the contours of popular sentiment or sectional value, for example, the youthful, the ordinary, the
thoughtful, the cultured, the funny” (Corner, 2003). Through the “artistry of entertainment in
politics” they try to prove that “they have the common touch and know how to relax” (Street,
2004). Additionally, Kellner (2010) claimed that “media spectacle” transform politicians into
global celebrities; hence, allowing them to promote national interests, participate in celebrity
diplomacy after their term in office and deal with global issues. Obama as an illustration, used
his super celebrity to engage in public diplomacy for his agenda and even utilized the media as
an instrument to push through his agenda. Street (2004) ascertained that “all politicians are
celebrity politicians, only some are more convincing, more ‘authentic’ performers than others.”
Comparably, Street (2012) discussed how the United Kingdom’s (UK) Labour Party adopted
celebrity politics tactics to recover from their loss in the 1983 general election. The party co-
sponsored the Red Wedge® events and attended them to convey electoral messages and recruit
supporters. The author quoted former Prime Minister of the UK and leader of the Labour Party
Tony Blair’s autobiography who wrote: “we need to reach the people listening to Duran Duran
and Madonna” to describe his experience with Red Wedge. Street (2012) added that:

“what is revealing about this remark is its implicit assumption that ‘reaching’ potential
supporters entailed understanding their cultural lives and adopting the methods of

communication that marked those lives. Such thinking was indicative of the way in which the
politics was understood and communicated” (p. 348).

5 Red Wedge was a British collective of musicians who tried to engage youngsters in UK’s politics, especially the
Labour Party, during the 1987 elections.
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2.2 Celebrity Transition into Politics

Different studies have examined the phenomenon of celebrities running for or serving in
political offices in an attempt to explore the reasons for this increased involvement and to
analyze their path into the field. Reeves (2015) claimed that the commercialization of the media
in addition to the changes in political communication which emphasized a person’s style and
traits rather than other issues have been the main reasons for the rise of famous people’s
involvement in politics. Additionally, celebrities have been seen as attractive, charismatic
individuals making their entry into political affairs easier, especially the actors and actresses who
are trained to use body language for greater influence. This clarifies Reagan’s success in his
televised debate: it was his physical attractiveness and expressiveness that played the most
effective roles (Patterson et al., 1992, as cited in Coen, 2015). Drake & Higgins (2006) stated
that media shifted its focus from idols of production to idols of consumption which gave film and
sports stars the chance of being immensely covered on numerous outlets. This massive exposure
guaranteed visibility and consequently, familiarity. This established Para-Social Interactions
(PSIs), or the relationship that exists between a public figure and the media users, with
celebrities aiming at becoming legislators thereby strengthening trust between the two parties
(Coen, 2015). As a result, celebrities now have more power that they even became ““a new
‘power elite’ ranked alongside the political elite” (Drake & Higgins, 2006). Street (2004) added
that celebrities have the power to politically represent the views and values of the public since,
unlike officials, they are in touch with the popular sentiment. This created an affective bond
between media stars and their fans, a bond that Marshall (1997) considered as essential to have
alongside political rationality. In fact, Jesse Ventura’s media advisor described Ventura’s success

as governor as follows: “Jesse worked in movies, he’s been a pro-wrestler, he understands pop
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culture. He gets it. He knows what’s going to play in public, and he’s not afraid to take chances”

(Street, 2004 as quoted in West & Orman, 2002).

In the same context, Ribke (2015) completed a research conducted by Miguel (2003) in which
he used Bourdieu’s Field Theory to investigate the results of the Brazilian parliamentary elections
between 1986 and 1998 in order to understand the conditions for the transformation of media
capital into electoral power. Ribke’s analysis focused on the relations between public figures, the
fields from which they came, and their performance in the political sphere. He picked five cases

of Brazilian stars who became celebrity politicians at two different periods of time:

e 1982-1990: Agnaldo Timoéteo (a singer) and Silvio Santos (an entrepreneur, media tycoon
and television host)
e 2006 - 2012: Clodovil (a fashion designer and TV presenter), Tiririca (an actor,

comedian, and singer-songwriter) and Romario (a footballer)

His choice of celebrity politicians was based on three criteria: the impact of their candidacy on
the media and the public sphere in general, their success in the polls, and the status of the office
for which they were running. The researcher also alluded to articles written by David Marshall
who examined the relationship between “celebrity culture as it evolved from the entertainment
industries, and the actual construction of political personalities”. He added that focusing on
celebrity as a system while dismissing professional classification can explain how “fame and
prestige accumulated in one area of the field of the entertainment-media industries could, under
certain conditions, be transformed into influence and prestige in other fields of power.” Ribke’s
(2015) findings showed that the Brazilian voters supported and voted for the Brazilian celebrity

candidates because they believed that they understood them better than anyone else especially
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that they perceive celebrity politics “as a form of engagement with politics by citizens who have
long felt left out of the political game.” Hence, they considered that these public figures are able
to perfectly represent them regardless of their ideological convictions. Marchichal (2010)
believed that well-known figures succeed when they deliver political speeches because “they not
only seek to raise awareness about a political issue, but they also take part in meaning-making
processes about their roles and responsibilities via those they encounter.” Ribke (2015) in
addition to Drake & Higgins (2006) declared that celebrities tend to integrate their political
activities with the work they used to do in their previous fields. Ribke inferred that celebrities
find it hard to abandon their distinctive features which made them famous and abide by the rules
of the political field. He furthered that celebrity politics was effective to enhance their position in
the media but was a main cause for the “absence of any long-term political alliances with other

political parties and activist groups.”

Drake & Higgins (2006) used the Performance Theory drawn from theatre and
anthropology. “This perspective allows a greater understanding of how a largely mediated
political culture can attract and engage with its audience”. The authors used it to analyze and
compare the case of Bono; a lead singer in the rock group U2, as a political celebrity as well as
that of actor Arnold Schwarzenegger as a celebrity politician. It is important to mention that,
along with the Performance Theory, the writers referred to Goffman’s Framing Theory. They
concluded that both celebrities made use of their fame: to position themselves outside of the
political mainstream, albeit in slightly different terms: Bono tended to reaffirm to the audience
that he is a regular man who is able to talk on their behalf since he understands them more than
the distant politicians; whereas Schwarzenegger “deployed his immigrant status and avoided

complex political arguments in order to show that he is a ‘regular guy’ just keen to ‘get things
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moving’, in opposition to a supposedly self-interested, traditional political elite.” This is
similarly reflected in their bodily performances, the way they are dressed, the way they use their
voices, tone and pace. The authors asserted that Schwarzenegger was encouraged more than

Bono to utilize his star persona in politics.

Celebrity conversion into politics is, as mentioned by Street (2004) “the product of the
social and political context” in their countries. Doidge & de Almedia (2017) reported in their
study that analyzed the political career of the former Brazilian football player, currently
politician, Romario that the socio-political context of the country was a vital stimulant for the
footballer’s entry into politics. Like Schwarzenegger and Bono, Romario “traded on his football
stardom in order to place himself in the political spotlight” and “managed to conquer a
significant electorate using his personality.” They claimed that Romario played a significant role
in the Brazilian national team while shedding light on the importance of football in this country
as it “provides the potent symbol of national prestige and sporting heroes that reflect the nation’s
inhabitants.” Besides corruption in football which he focused on fighting, Romario’s shifting
from “sporting tyro to public servant could be traced to a precise event, which was the birth of
his sixth child, Ivy” who was born with Down Syndrome, a genetic abnormality caused by a
third copy for chromosome number 21. After spending time with families with the same case, the
footballer realized that these people are not politically represented; therefore, he ran for elections
and defended their rights (Franks, 2013). Doidge & de Almedia considered that Romario’s
success as a member of the parliament, knowing that he was the sixth most voted candidate for
deputy in Rio de Janeiro, and as a senator was due to his excellent combination of football
stardom, the politicized climate, and the effective tactics he used. He delivered a speech for an

almost empty parliament, as it coincided with a national holiday, to give an impression that he is
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“a full-time politician” and worthy of public support. Also, the pictures he uploaded on his
website were taken from the front row which show the audience as if they were looking up to
him. These images gave him a sense of importance and reflected his leadership qualities. The
celebrity politician used metaphors of football, or “football language” to describe political points,
in his discourses to communicate with the electorates. This showed the public that he is “the man
of the people”. In short, the academics deduced that celebrity politicians attain their position
through their sporting prowess and that the media help promote “the sporting hero as a celebrity,

which sustains their image in the public sphere, and can bring financial rewards” (2017).

2.3 Changes in Political Culture

According to Kellner (2010), celebrity politics is advantageous and disadvantageous. In
fact, the spectacularization of politics challenged statesmen and celebrities to adopt substance
rather than performance and segregate symbolic politics from hard work; notwithstanding that
celebrities’ partaking in politics bustled the implementation of important policies. Drake &
Higgins (2006) attested that the mediated politics era forced politicians to address the public as
mass audience and to appeal to them by campaigning effectively and maintaining a good image.
They mentioned that politicians are increasingly seen on TV talk shows, for example, as they are
aware that popular formats help them reach a wider audience and “circulate their image more
effectively than any conventional political speech in parliament [... since] disaffected public has
lost interest in formalized politics.” Furthermore, representatives had to adapt to the increased
power of the famous people and value their endorsement in vital causes to the extent that
candidates attempt to use them to garner media coverage when needed. That is because they
currently believe that “just as in advertising, gaining the support of prominent celebrities’

functions as a means of promoting product (in this case a political agenda) and leveraging media
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coverage.” As a result, the development of celebrity has contributed to a change in contemporary
political democratic culture” (Drake & Higgins, 2006). The researchers referred to John Corner

and Dick Pels’s ‘restyling of politics” which can be divided into two positions:

e A pessimistic position: the restyling of politics
e An optimistic position: this stand adopts the Performance Theory and assumes that
‘performative restyling’ can be perceived as a new way to service a more inclusive

political culture.

Reeves (2015) posited that mixing politics and celebrityhood altered the way the public
participates in the political life: they are no longer motivated to participate by ideology, but for
self-cultivation and enjoyment. Add to that, it is lowering the quality of representation and
hindering the functioning of democracy. The researcher conducted a survey experiment on
Japanese citizens and used the Decision Theory which studies how people make decisions from a
normative and descriptive perspectives to examine whether famous amateurs affect voters’
preferences, and whether political celebrities lowered the quality of representation. He randomly
assigned the participants into one of four groups that “corresponded to different combinations of
two treatment conditions: presence or absence of a celebrity candidate, and small or large level
of co-partisan competition.” All groups included the candidates’ names and pictures and they all
had different educational and occupational backgrounds, noting that they were all fictional
except for a single real celebrity who was “placed on one of the small ballots and on one of the
large ballots. In place of that real celebrity on the other small and large ballots is a counterpart,
that is, a candidate with identical background information but a different name and face.” Reeves
asked partakers to vote for one while he informed them that “all candidates on the ballot were

running with the nomination of the party they most support.” The results proved that there was
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no significant difference in support for the celebrities and their counterparts on the small ballots,
while on the large ballots the same celebrities outshined all opponents overwhelmingly, tripling
the support rate of their counterpart” (Reeves, 2015). In summary, the entertainment industry has
conquered the political one, caused some changes in the field, and altered the way voters

appraise and elect candidates.

2.4 Lebanese Celebrities in Politics

Despite the lack of academic articles about celebrity politics in Lebanon, data about well-
known figures who embarked into the political life can be gathered from several news websites.
Ghassan Rahbani, a Lebanese producer, composer, and singer, has “thrown [his] hat in the ring
for Lebanon’s legislative elections hoping to make a change in a country run by political
dynasties” (Yazbeck, 2009). Knowing that Lebanon is a parliamentary democratic republic, the
majority of the statesmen “hail from political dynasties”, and Rahbani was one of the very first
candidates to enter the political life as an artist. During the 2009 parliamentary elections,
Ghassan Rahbani was backed by the leader of the Free Patriotic Movement, currently president
of the Republic, Michel Aoun, and “all [he] asked for was that [his] voice be heard.” Rahbani
affirmed to The Daily Star (2009) newspaper that “he is more comfortable on stage than on the
campaign trail” and that he does not own a suit; in fact, he bought his first tie for his nomination
as a candidate! He released few songs that encouraged voters to practice their right and choose
wisely, as well as to “take their money and vote against” those who bribe them, referring to
candidates that were doling out money to win votes (Yazbeck, 2009). Nonetheless, Rahbani lost

the elections and “decided not to repeat this experience ever again” (Lebanon24, 2019).
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Director and actress Nadine Labaki along with the singer, songwriter and actor Ahmad
Kaabour ran with Beirut Madinati list for the 2016 municipality elections; yet, did not succeed
(Lebanon24, 2019). Labaki expressed in one of her interviews that “artists should get more
involved in politics” since art can provide an alternative thinking that will change political
perspectives and progress in the right way especially that these people “have a very important
role to play in the future and how the world will evolve” (Arabian Business, 2019). After
announcing her candidacy, the late Lebanese cartoonist and illustrator Stavro Jabra depicted Abu
El Abed, a fictional Lebanese character that forms the centerpiece of jokes, urging Labaki ‘to
stay busy with her art’ rather than engage in this operose job (lsed ks vl i ol o) wiped i),
The award-winning director replied to this cartoon on her official Facebook page by stating the
reasons that made her run for elections listing the various environmental, social, and
epidemiological issues that the city is suffering from and casting light on the current
municipality’s corruption. She concluded by inviting Abu El Abed to vote for Beirut Madinati

and ensuring that “her and his Beirut” deserves engaging in this operose job.°

Paula Yacoubian, a Lebanese-Armenian former journalist and TV-host, ran and won a
seat in the Lebanese parliamentary elections in 2018. The Member of Parliament said to Annahar
newspaper that the trash crisis that the country has been suffering from since 2015 in addition to
her certitude that the ruling elite would not fix the problem were the main motives that made her
participate in the political life (Naoufal, 2018). Knowing that Yacoubian had supported

Lebanon’s Future Movement leader Saad El Hariri and worked for many years at his privately-

6 Nadine Labaki’s full reply to Jabra’s cartoon on her official Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/NadinelLabaki/photos/a.174812995926281.42367.132561083484806/1013615252046
047/?type=3
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owned Future TV station, she ran as part of the civil society, non-sectarian Sabaa party (Enders,
2018). The legislator considered that the votes she had were dispersed from different ages and
genders, but it was mainly the young people who are more rational and less sectarian as well as
those who were fed up of the corrupt political class’ false promises and wanted a change. Finally,
Yacoubian declared that she was ready to help the civil society, give them a voice, and try to

help her country as this “would be a very noble cause” (Naoufal, 2018; Enders, 2018).
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Chapter 3

Theoretical Framework

This section introduces the theories and the concepts that this study adopted. They are the
Dramaturgy and Impression Management theories. It also discusses the areas of a performance

and the notions used to conduct the analysis.

3.1 Dramaturgy

This research project adopted the sociologist Erving Goffman’s Dramaturgy or
Dramaturgical Analysis developed in his 1959 book The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life.
Goffman considered “all human interaction as, in some ways, very much like a grand play” and
that “the world is much more like a stage than we commonly realize” (Kivisto & Pittman, 2013).
Hence, Dramaturgy is a sociological perspective that focuses on the way people conduct,
perform, and present themselves in social situations, and sees social interaction as theatrical
performances or that in any communication process, humans assume roles (Hendriks, et al.,
2016; Sannicolas, 1997). Goffman’s work, according to Kivisto & Pittman (2013), was inspired
by Shakespeare’s words “all the world is a theater” and his lines in As You Like It: “all the
world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players”, as well as from Kenneth Burke’s
1945 Dramatism. In his book, Goffman (1956) used the term performance “to refer to all the
activity of an individual which occurs during a period marked by his continuous presence before
a particular set of observers and which has some influence on the observers.” He denoted that
when a person performs a part, he/she implicitly requests the audience to form a particular
impression about him/her according to what this individual is showing and what had been

observed by the viewers: “they are asked to believe that the character they see actually possesses
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the attributes he appears to possess, that the task he performs will have the consequences that are

implicitly claimed for it.”

Several studies used dramaturgical analysis to assess the way people create meaning by
staging, scripting and how they use the setting. Hendriks, et al. (2016) stated that “Dramaturgy
off ers insights for empirical studies of social media because it is sensitive to the way actors stage
and script their performances in relation and in response to prevailing performances.” This
approach helped researchers analyze the script used, and the way multimedia, visuals, graphics,
and other props are utilized to shape the meaning and deliver the message. Yet, Dramaturgy has

been applied to sociological cases not to the media or the political fields.

3.2 Regions in a Performance

Goffman (1956) mentioned that every play requires performing in different regions,
“illustrated everywhere in our society,” which he referred to as the front and the back. The front
region is the place where the performance takes place and it usually functions in a fixed fashion
in order to successfully define the situation for the viewers. “Front, then, is the expressive
equipment of a standard kind intentionally or unwittingly employed by the individual during his
performance” (Goffman, 1956). The front includes the setting or the place which consists of all
the décor, background items, and props that can help the actor perform his/her role. Another part
of the front involves the person’s sex, age, racial characteristics, appearance, and clothing. To
add, the nonverbal communication plays a vital role in the front region. The performer can
convey the message through his/her posture, facial expressions, gestures, and undoubtedly the
speech and the facts presented and his/her verbal message. Goffman (1959) claimed that while

one’s racial characteristics or sex are relatively fixed, the nonverbal vehicles are mobile and



27

transitory, and can vary from one performance to the other. The front region can also be divided
into two stimuli: the appearance; which informs the audience about the actor’s social status for
example, and manner, that “warns us of the interaction role the performer will expect to play in
the on-coming situation.” The theorist assumed that performers foster the impression that they
had, the ideal motives and qualifications to acquire this role. Sometimes, “a performance will
involve only one focus of visual attention on the part of performer and audience” like delivering
and listening to a political speech. The goal of every performance is impression management.
This can happen when the actor enters the presence of the others, gather necessary information
about them, and brings into play these data that were already possessed in order to generate the
desired response from the public. This tactic interests the audience in the speaker’s conception of

self, attitude towards the people, credibility, and competence.

The second region is the back region or the backstage. It is where actors are offstage and
“where suppressed facts make an appearance” and illusions or impressions are constructed. It is
defined as “a place relative to a given performance, where the impression fostered by the
performance is knowingly contradicted as a matter of course (Goffman, 1956). Kivisto &
Pittman (2013) clarified that the backstage is used: to serve as a storing ground for props that the
audience should not see on the front stage, hence, maintain the proper atmosphere in the front
region, and allow performers to do necessary discussions and adjustments. At last, using the back
region is vital since it helps “maintaining the proper persona or atmosphere on the front stage”

(Kivisto & Pittman, 2013).
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3.3 Concepts of the Theory

This study used a few concepts provided by Goffman, but for the purpose of this research, some

of the notions were added and removed accordingly.

A more developed definition of scripting was given by Kivisto & Pittman (2013) who
considered that this concept is the “most important means of getting an audience understand a
role” and “often the most important aspect of an actor’s role.” Script is vital for interpersonal
communication as well. They argued that although most of people’s conversations are

improvisational, some parts remain well-scripted.

In this study, the six speeches of the three celebrity politicians’ under-study, Fadi El Khatib,

Gebran Bassil, Saad El Hariri, were regarded as scripts.

The key narratives of every discourse delivered were:

e Introduction: it consists of the theme or the central idea of the script and the hook
that gets people’s attention.

e Plot: the actual story or issue around which the entire speech is based.

e Message or point of view of the speaker: the opinions, feelings, beliefs... of the
person involved in a situation.

e Word choice: the selection of words that can help increase the impact on the
viewers.

e Conclusion: the way the speaker ends the speech; whether by calling for action,
using a quote, suggesting solutions. ..

¢ Audience for whom the speech is scripted.
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Staging is considered “the other major tool the actor can employ to control audience
reaction” (Kivisto & Pittman, 2013). The stage, particularly the front region, and the setting are
able to provide the audience with the context of the performance. Kivisto & Pittman mentioned
that the stage and setting can also create the context of social interaction. When these elements
are used skillfully, they can guarantee the performer that he/she will be able to convince the
viewers to adopt his/her perception of reality. That is especially true since these tools are able to
manipulate and control the understanding of reality (2013). Staging in this thesis consists the
setting; the décor and props, if any, appearance and clothing, the attitude and the voice of the

speakers.

Dramaturgical analysis has thus been used to assess how the Lebanese basketball player Fadi
El Khatib, MP Gebran Bassil, and PM Saad El Hariri presented themselves during the revolution

and how they scripted, staged and ‘performed’ their speeches.

3.4 Impression Management

The Impression Management theory is one of the well-known theories in identity
performances and was founded by Erving Goffman too. Impression Management is a process in
which individuals attempt to influence how others perceive them or the impressions that these
others form of them (Leary, 2001; Gwal, 2015). Goffman presented Impression Management
dramaturgically. The sociologist suggested that people construct the impression they want to
convey in the backstage, then, they present themselves based on their audience in the front stage
(Kienzle, 2017). Jones & Pittman (1982) examined the phenomenon of impression management,
which they referred to as self-presentation. They defined the term as “an actor's shaping of his or

her responses to create an impression that is for one reason or another desired by the actor.”
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According to Leary (2001), “people are more motivated to control how others perceive them
when they believe that their public images are relevant to the attainment of desired goals.” Gwal
(2015), too, stated that individuals who successfully perform impression management gain
important advantages in various situations. In point of fact, Jones & Pittman (1982) affirmed that
impression management strategies can protect and maintain one’s power in a certain field and
has an impact on the surrounding’s culture and performance. Emanating an impression depends
on different factors like the norms and values of the viewers and/or listeners, the role a person
occupies, his/her self-perception along with his/her desired and undesired self, how he/she

wishes to be perceived, etc.

Jones & Pittman (1982) identified five self-presentational styles that are:

e self-promotion; when a person tries to be viewed as competent,

e ingratiation; or when one tries to be viewed as friendly and nice,

e cxemplification; when one tries to be viewed as morally exemplary,

e intimidation; it is when a person tries to be perceived as threatening,

e supplication; which is when a person tries to be viewed as helpless and weak.
In accordance with these styles, Bolino & Turnley (1999) developed an Impression Management
Styles (IMS) scale to measure their respondents’ impression management behavior by analyzing
their statements. The researchers' response format consisted of a five-point Likert-type scale that
reflects the participants’ frequency of behaving in a particular manner.
Research on Impression Management has mainly been done on topics related to psychology.
Howbeit, Leary (2001) mentioned that some typical studies have been applied on leadership and
negotiations. Accordingly, this research paper adopted the Impression Management theory to

measure Khatib, Bassil and Hariri’s impression management behavior particularly by evaluating
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their diction. As mentioned previously, the orators’ choice of words reveals their self-conception,

credibility and competence.

3.5 Research Questions (RQ)

RQ1: What are the key performance strategies that Khatib, Bassil and Hariri adopted in
their speeches?

RQ2: What are the impressions that each speaker conveyed during his speech?

RQ3: What objectives, inclinations, and strategies does each of the three celebrity
politicians have?

RQ4: Do branding and performance strategies vary between the three types of celebrity
politicians?

RQ5: Do Lebanese youths think that celebrity politicians were able, during the Lebanese
revolution, to promote themselves and their desired impression successfully?

RQ6: Does the presence of the celebrity politician affect people’s perception and

assessment of an impression?
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Chapter 4

Research Methodology

This chapter explains the research design used in this thesis. It describes the methods, concepts

and variables adopted along with the sample and tools chosen for data analysis.

4.1 Research Method

To gather insightful results, this study implemented three qualitative research methods
namely: discourse analysis, in-depth-interviews and focus groups. DeFranzo (2011) mentioned
that qualitative methods are applied to understand reasons and motivations, to uncover trends in
thoughts and opinions and to provide insights into the problem. According to Learn Higher
(2008), “qualitative data provides a rich, detailed picture to be built up about why people act in
certain ways”. This method usually allows for comparison of the findings and looking for
consistencies, differences, and patterns. Scilicet, this would be convenient in bringing
explanations about celebrity politicians and politicized celebrities, their similar or different
target, scheme and the audiences’ reactions. In general, investigating this topic from a
performative and impression management lens requires utilizing qualitative approaches to obtain
focused explanations, comprehensive data, descriptions, and inferences to answer the research

questions.

4.2 Discourse Analysis Sample

A nonprobability purposive sample of Fadi El Khatib, Gebran Bassil and Saad El Hariri’s

speeches delivered during the Lebanese revolution were analyzed.
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The reasons why Khatib was chosen as the political celebrity in this study was because
the athlete has been recognized as “one of the most notable local players” (Sharif, 2017), “one of
the top five players in Lebanon” (Araton, 2002), “perhaps the most iconic Lebanese player in
history, and [...] certainly a legend of sorts for Asian basketball fans everywhere” (FIBA, 2016).
He was also named among the International Basketball Federation (FIBA) Asia Cup 2017 All-
Star Five players (FIBA, 2017). The athlete’s prowess earned him the nickname Lebanese Tiger
that reflected “the greatness and glory of the Lebanese basketball” (Abyad Aswad, 2018)
especially that he has “‘shone for his country in international basketball for a long, long time”
(FIBA, 2017). The former captain of the Lebanese National Team (NT) helped his squad qualify
to several championships like the FIBA World Cup, FIBA Asia, and the West Asian Basketball
Championship (WABA) (FIBA, 2016). The Tiger played for many regional and international
leagues too. For instance, he joined Syria’s Ittihad Al Halabi team in 2004-2005, Ukraine’s
Cherkaski Mavpy in 2007-2008, China’s Foshan Long Lions in 2014, and Fujian Guanzhou in
2015 (Abboud, 2015) and was “miles away from joining the National Basketball Association
(NBA) in 2003” (Abyad Aswad, 2018). Lastly, he has earned international recognition
particularly when Tim Grover, the personal trainer of the American former basketball player
Michael Jordan, invited Khatib to do weightlifting and train alongside Jordan, and other
professional players like Michael Finley, Ray Allen, Charles Oakley. Additionally, Jordan,
himself, was quoted in the New York Times saying that he “believes Lebanon’s premiere player
should be in the NBA” (Boyce, 2015). In an interview with Lebanon’s Al Jaras magazine in
2017, the basketball professional expressed his desire of becoming a Youth and Sports Minister
primarily because people who are holding this position “lack the administrative, political, and

ministerial qualifications” (Al Jaras, 2017). Khatib elaborated that he has a detailed plan to serve
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the youngsters and sports. In 2018, Fadi El Khatib joined the Free Patriotic Movement leader
Gebran Bassil in a televised episode called a= zvJ\0 s ahead of May 6™ parliamentary
elections. This appearance, in addition to the selfie joining him and Bassil that he posted on IG,
stimulated interest among social media users on whether the FPM will nominate Khatib as a
minister (Lebanon Debate, 2018). On May 11, 2018, the latter activated a Twitter account and
shared some local and regional political tweets. A couple of days after the emergence of the
Lebanese revolution, 49.14% of the voters on “mysay”, an online poll application, nominated

Fadi ElI Khatib to become a sports minister in the new technocratic cabinet [refer to Appendix

Al.
The two speeches delivered by Khatib that were selected for the analysis were:

e A video he filmed in Saudi Arabia and posted on his Instagram official page on the 18
of October 2019 in which he promised that he will be joining the revolution the moment
he arrives to Beirut. [Refer to the full speech in Appendix B]

e A three-minute-thirty-second-part of his interview with Ghayyath Dibra’s Inside Game’
which was aired in 2018 yet Khatib reposted it on IG on 18 October 2019. [Refer to the

full speech in Appendix C]

As for Gebran Bassil, he was considered a celebrity politician in this study because
Mazzoni & Ciaglia’s definition is applicable to him. His political career began in the late 1990s

as a political activist for Michel Aoun’s® movement to oppose Syrian forces occupying Lebanon.

’Inside Game is a sports show aired on LBCl and hosted by Ghayyath Dibra. It covers news related to local, regional
and international sport events.

8 Michel Aoun was the commander of the Lebanese Army (1984-1988). In 1988, he was appointed Prime Minister,
and in 2016, he was elected President. He centered his efforts on reasserting the dominance of the army over the
country, which was overrun by both militias and foreign troops. Aoun was a leading figure in the movement to end
the Syrian occupation of Lebanon as he declared the War of Liberation against them in 1989 (Zeidan, 2020).
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In 2005, following the withdrawal of the Syrians, Aoun officially established the Free Patriotic
Movement, won 21 seats in the parliament; wherefore, became the second biggest parliamentary
bloc. Nonetheless, Bassil failed to win a seat in his hometown Batroun in 2005 and 2009
elections (Hilton, 2019; Azhari, 2020). In 2018, the FPM became the largest bloc in the
parliament as the party won 29 MPs and Bassil was able to win a seat in Batroun as he received
12,269 votes in North Lebanon 3 district, according to Atallah & Zoughaib (2019). He served as
a Minister of Telecommunications, Minister of Energy and Water, and Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Emigrants.

Although Gebran Bassil “is one of the newer politicians on the bloc, having come to power after
the country’s 15-year civil war” (Azhari, 2020), many see him as a controversial figure. Hence,
he has been “a target of gossip” for many years thus a political celebrity. The criticisms that
Bassil has received mainly revolve around him being the son-in-law of President Michel Aoun,
and a provocative, racist and corrupt politician. To illustrate, many consider that Bassil rose to
power, whether as a minister or leader of the FPM, through nepotism. Knowing that this is not
unusual in Lebanon where the majority of politicians inherited their posts, some Lebanese accuse
Gebran Bassil of becoming Minister of Telecommunications in 2009 after being endorsed by
Aoun (Hilton, 2019). Others claim that while many FPM members favored MP Alain Aoun,
Michel Aoun himself wanted Bassil to become the leader of the Free Patriotic Movement
following his ascendancy to the Presidency. Azhari (2020) considered that “Aoun had handed
Bassil the party’s reigns in 2015 over fears that leadership elections could sow division.” While
the literature mentioned that the parliamentarian is seen as provocative, justifications to prove
this argument remain unavailable. Only Assaf (2019) quoted FPM’s Deputy Edy Maalouf

acknowledging: “Gebran Bassil may have a peculiar character that might not to be appreciated
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by everyone." Bassil is considered racist mainly because of his speeches against the Syrian
refugees (who account for 1.5 million according to the Human Rights Watch, whereas Lebanese
officials aver that “the number is much higher” according to Azhari, 2019), and Palestinian
refugees (475,075 registered refugees as per the UNRWA'’s records in December 2019). For
instance, he has frequently called for the decent deportation of the refugees and considered them
a burden on the country. He gave different statements regarding this issue too. For example, he
said: “Lebanon will no longer tolerate refugees and they must be returned to their countries”,
during a conference with the US Secretary of State. He also said: “it is not fair to accept what
happened with the Syrian refugees as what happened with the Palestinians, we can still work
towards the return of the displaced people to their land safely with their dignity and to save Syria
for them, as well as our Lebanon for us...” during his visit to Australia in 2017, etc. (Sky Line
International, 2019). The leader of the FPM has been seen as a corrupt politician; yet, no one has
been able to provide evidence for this allegation. Bassil filed different lawsuits against those who
spread false news about his wealth or corruption accusations. For instance, in 2015, TV host Joe
Maalouf ran a report that discussed the properties acquired by Bassil during his political career,
and “accused him of corruption, exploiting his position and collecting a huge alleged wealth”.
Four years later, the Mount Lebanon Court of Publications exculpated the MP and abided
Maalouf to compensate with an amount of ten million Lebanese pounds (LBC International,
2019). Similarly, MP Paula Yacoubian came under fire when she indicted Gebran Bassil for graft
claims alluding to his “involvement in contracting Karadeniz-owned power barges to reduce
Lebanon’s electricity deficit” (Boswall, 2019). Former Minister of Energy “asked his lawyer to
respond to the lies that were made by Yacoubian ... during which she directed baseless,

fabricated accusations against [him] that she knows he is innocent of” (according to Bassil’s
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media office statement, cited in Boswall, 2019). In January 2020, the Civil Court of Cassation
dismissed the graft claim request submitted by Yacoubian (Al Kalima Online, 2020). Also, when
several Lebanese media outlets reported that Bassil bought the private plane of banker,
businessman and former minister Adnan Kassar for $21 million, the latter denied the news and

said: “this report is totally baseless” (The Daily Star, 2011).

When the uprising against, supposedly, “dlo sis 4™ (translated to: “all of them means all of
them”) broke out in 2019, Gebran Bassil “has clearly been the main target” (Assaf, 2019) and
“emerged as the target of a popular profane chant” (Hilton, 2019). In fact, “crude chants were
aimed at Bassil’s mother (Azhari, 2020) in addition to being “booed at protests across the
country [... and] the subject of insults and crude humor in many videos circulated on social
media” (Assaf, 2019). The protestors justified their insults by reiterating the same accusations
that have been mentioned previously in this study. On the other hand, supporters of the Free
Patriotic Movement, like MP Mario Aoun, deemed that “Bassil was being “targeted because of
his successes” (Azhari, 2020). Charbel Nahhas, who was a two-time FPM minister but broke
away from the party in 2012 admitted too that “Bassil had been troubled by the impression
among his peers that he was in his position because of nepotism [... which] translated into an
overbearing approach to politics that led Bassil into chronic conflicts with other parties.” Nahhas
added that Gebran Bassil is “a hyperactive person. He works on all the files and learns, which is
a rare thing to find among politicians in Lebanon [... and] because he was so hyperactive, he

would easily antagonize even those who are with him” (Azhari, 2020). Paradoxically, Saad El
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Hariri, who is currently one of the main opponents of Bassil, affirmed in an interview’ with

Dima Sadek’s Jyc sluadsof political talk show in 2018 that “Gebran is the hardest-working man”.

With that being said, Bassil still enjoys support from various Lebanese. Numerically, and besides
heading the biggest party in the parliament, data showed that there are more than 32,000 FPM
members, up to October 2018 (Al Joumhouria, 2018). To add, the party’s Vice President for
Management Affairs Martine Najem Kteily reported in 2020 that the number of affiliates is

currently increasing (Lebanon Files, 2020).

The researcher examined two speeches delivered by Gebran Bassil post the eruption of the

protests:

e The first discourse is the one he delivered on 18/10/2019 when he addressed the
Lebanese from Baabda Palace after meeting President Aoun. [Refer to the full speech in
Appendix D]

e The second is that of the 3™ of November when he gave a speech also from Baabda in
front of regime proponents who took part in a rally in support of President Aoun. [Refer

to the full speech in Appendix E]

Saad El Hariri is deemed as a celebrity politician too for different reasons. Hariri, leader of
the Future Movement, was thrust onto the political stage in 2005 after the assassination of his
father Rafik while serving as prime minister (France 24, 2019). The Premier and deputy received
20,751 votes in 2018’s parliamentary elections, and his “Future Movement- and Progressive
Socialist Party-backed list ‘Future for Beirut’ settled for six seats” in Beirut 2 district (Atallah &

Zoughaib, 2019). Hariri is perceived as a celebrity particularly because of the plain folks tactics,

9 slualio® dyo - Saad El Hariri’s episode URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=6vIu8TuyEy0
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or the techniques used to portray a politician as ordinary as any other citizen, he practiced. In
fact, the PM is known for his social media presence and, notably, for his selfies, posing with
world leaders and regular citizens, that he even launched an application to let people share their
selfies with him online. Hariri wrote in a tweet “liked more than 500 times”: “download the
application to share the selfies that brought us together” (Arab News, 2018). Similar to Arab
News which mentioned that the launching of the application “came at a peak time” one week
before the parliamentary elections, Jacinto (2018) questioned whether Hariri’s ‘selfie diplomacy’
will “boost his chances in Lebanon’s upcoming election” and The Daily Star (2018) assumed
that “the king of selfies” introduced the app “to woo young Lebanese on social media.”
Furthermore, the statesman surprised the Lebanese on New Year’s Eve by joining the crowd at
Nejmeh Square and dancing next to the DJ (National News Agency, 2019) in an attempt to
promote himself as a regular man who parties like anyone else on New Year’s. To add, Hariri’s
sudden resignation from Saudi Arabia on November 4, 2017 received lots of local and
international attention. For instance, the majority of the Lebanese population reacted with mass
suspicion, sided Hariri and urged that he comes back. President Aoun, too, refused the
resignation, and President of France Emmanuel Macron decided to “insert himself into this

crisis” to release the detainee (Timsit, 2017).
The researcher analyzed the following two discourses given by Hariri:

e On the 18™ of October, he promised the Lebanese some sweeping economic reforms and
gave his cabinet a 72-hour ultimatum to come up with a convincing plan. [Refer to the
full speech in Appendix F]

e On 29 October 2019, he delivered a speech in which he announced his resignation and

that of his cabinet. [Refer to the full speech in Appendix G]
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Based on these choices, the revolutions’ discourses delivered between 17 October and 3
November 2019 were selected since it is during this time that Lebanon was witnessing the peak
of the massive demonstrations. This allowed the researcher to compare the celebrity politicians’

various ‘performances’ during one critical, nationwide situation.

4.3 Research Tools

First, to analyze the speeches according to the Dramaturgy and Impression Management
theories, the researcher conducted a textual analysis in which the staging and scripting elements
were evaluated. Discourse analysis is a qualitative method concerned with the way language is

used, how, why, and when. This technique focuses in particular on three aspects of language:

e The form and the content of the language;
e The ways people use language to communicate ideas and beliefs;

¢ Institutional and organizational factors that might shape the way the language is used

(Wimmer & Dominick, 2014).

Textual analysis is beneficial as it allows researchers to explicitly understand a situation or
subject under study, uncover deeply held attitudes and perception, and communicate practices

that might not be detected by other methods (Wimmer & Dominick, 2014).

The researcher applied this method to examine research questions 1 and 2 based on the
Dramaturgy concepts and Impression Management styles introduced previously. This method
was basically useful in scrutinizing the scripting part mentioned in the theory. That is to say,
investigating the verbal messages conveyed and spotting the frequency of occurrence of certain

terms and/or sentences in order to deduce the impression that the speakers were trying to convey.
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Second, in an attempt to probe this phenomenon and the three celebrity politicians’
objectives, perceptions and strategies, interviews with Fadi El Khatib, and MP Gebran Bassil
were conducted. This was essential particularly that the interviewer was able to collect
supplementary data about the interviewees’ personal characteristics and nonverbal cues which
were of great value in interpreting the results. For an in-depth analysis from a political and media
standpoint, the researcher interviewed two political communication specialists, Dr. Joseph
Ajami, PhD. in mass communication, and Ghadi Francis, journalist and political campaigns
specialist, to thoroughly look into celebrity politics and politicians, purposes, merits, scripting
and staging techniques, and impact on public opinion. These interviews were made to answer
RQ1, RQ3, and RQ4. Principally, this procedure involves asking questions to converse with an
interviewee(s) with an aim of collecting in-depth data regarding a subject. Interviews are
advantageous as they are the “most flexible means of obtaining information because the face-to-
face situation lends itself easily to questioning in greater depth and detail” (Wimmer &
Dominick, 2014). It is also easier to gather additional information either because one can simply
observe answers during the interview, or due to the developed rapport which helps the
interviewee elicit replies to sensitive questions that would remain unanswered when using other
methods (Wimmer & Dominick, 2014). In this study, interviews were helpful since they yielded
a high percentage of responses in comparison with other techniques. They also guaranteed that
the gathered information would be more accurate especially that the interviewer and the
interviewees were present to clear-up erroneous questions and/or answers. Finally, interviews
were more adaptable because they allowed for posing further questions when needed and make

on-spot adjustments.
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Third, to uncover the stances, feelings, and reactions towards the chosen celebrity
politicians, the researcher organized two focus groups. According to Wimmer & Dominick
(2014), the focus group “is a research strategy for understanding people’s attitudes and behavior”
that requires interviewing 6 to 10 individuals simultaneously in a relatively unstructured
discussion. The participants consisted of Lebanese politically affiliated as well as non-partisan
youths in the 21-26 age range because 21 is the voting age in Lebanon. Partakers in focus group
1 were requested to read the discourse transcripts. Concomitantly, the researcher removed the
names of the speakers as well as any clue that might hint at the spokespeople. Then, they
engaged in a conversation, which included 12 questions regarding their views towards political
celebrities, as well as every ‘anonymous speaker’ and his speech. The aim of this strategy was to
examine if the celebrity politician’s presence affects the impression he is trying to manage and
whether people’s assessment of a performance and their perception of the impression conveyed
can be biased when the speaker is known (RQ6). Participants in focus group 2 were given the
exact same speeches as that of focus group 1 with only one difference; the names of the speakers
were included. The moderator posed the same questions as that of focus group 1 and led a typical
discussion. Thereof, generating rich understanding of the youths’ experiences and opinions
apropos this phenomenon and check whether the ‘known celebrity politicians’ succeeded in
delivering their desired impressions to their supporters and opponents (RQ5). This method
usually provides well-founded ideas that can trigger deeper investigations using other techniques.
Besides, focus groups offer less inhibited and more complete responses, and, like interviews,
many information can be detected by noting facial expressions (Wimmer & Dominick, 2014).
The pro of applying this tool was the ability to unlock new insights because, in the first place, it

allows for greater interaction. In the second place, the moderator benefitted from the flexibility
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of this technique hence was more in-control as in probing the participants for more detailed
answers. This secured explicit results. Co-creation was another focus group advantage. Truly,
since this method requires engagement and discussion, the respondents were able to elaborate on

the others’ ideas which aided in comparing and contrasting the sentiments.
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Chapter 5

Data Collection and Analysis

This section presents the findings in regards to the textual analysis of the six speeches, the two
focus groups, and the interviews. All gathered information are then interpreted, analyzed, and
compared based on the theory’s concepts and literature review to generate answers for the

research questions.

5.1 Discourse Analysis

a. Fadi El Khatib Speeches

On the 18™ of October 2019, Khatib, who happened to be in Saudi Arabia uploaded a
three-minute video expressing how he wishes to be part of the revolution. Then, he informed the
viewers, mainly his IG followers or users, that as soon as he comes back to Lebanon, he will join

them in Beirut while stating his reasons.

In details, his hook consisted of a very short desideration, or a keen desire to take part in the
protests as he declared: "ws & ¢ apdo 0520 a5 53 d sy gills Uiy s ¢ (translated to: Oh how 1
desire to be with you right now!). He added that once he arrives to Lebanon, the first thing that he
will do no matter what obstacles he will face is to participate in “this revolution that makes one’s
heart feel full” (913d gVablo s jid &5 & lalel G5 a0 ot 538 sl 50 Nuag 11 lgd 1pilhd sloal o oy b
2535 o et I s et o s Wik g0 s s was itz ol plal ) it plal ) s s 44 )

il wd  Wis 15 5 Translated to: tomorrow, hopefully, I will arrive from Saudi Arabia at 11:00

a.m. and the first thing that I will do even before thinking of anything else is to join the protests
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whether the airport is open or not, I even won’t care if I’ll have to walk and carry my bags. What

I care about is this revolution that makes one’s heart feel full).

As for the plot, the speaker explained first why he considers the uprising not only astounding but
a must while using expressions that reflect contempt such as the repetition of the word “against
those” or “those” as an ambiguous reference to the corrupt politicians or anyone who made the
Lebanese people suffer: z_es)¢ W o sls U2 z g sl Wes ol 02 dlase oY Wis o ss (2 Wi ol 5 3"
"0 el Uis o) #s G s osks ua Wl 538l zis)) Wes o sks U= (translated to: This revolution
against those who have no dignity, against those who made us hungry, against those who
deprived us, those who burnt and destroyed our country, against those who ruined all of the good
things in Lebanon). By using the pronoun “you”, Khatib aimed at addressing the politicians in an
attempt to describe them as failures or incompetents: “You’re still not ashamed of not finding
solutions, radical solution...”; “You know we are not sheep nor babies...”; “...all the Lebanese
people wherever they go make Lebanon proud, except you”, etc. Add to the above, he justified
his accusations by explaining that the politicians ruined tourism and deprived the citizens from
their basic needs like water, electricity, hospitalization, employment, etc. He stated that Lebanon
is bankrupt and held them responsible for it when he said: “you stole and smuggled everything
into foreign accounts”; “you left nothing for the Lebanese people. You stole everything and you
couldn’t care less...” Khatib did a comparison between the Lebanese citizens, including the
celebrities, and the political figures in order to further abhor them. Verbatim, o W ) oo

o oty el ol gl Yoy Wil sloglomgore sllaedsore sl il Tue Wls e d) czo) .Bi® &Y ¢ o shags) Ve
") eaur® zek) sl dolal) s shyg sl da e 5 shagisl Vi 15D Roles s s e vt ) o s sl slilieo
(translated to: “We are the ones who made Lebanon proud, you did nothing; you disgraced us

you honorless people. We are the ones who made Lebanon proud; we the artists, the athletes, the
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actors, the singers, all the Lebanese people wherever they go they make Lebanon proud, except
you. You destroyed it and you undignified and humiliated us”). Besides attacking and
inculpating leaders, the athlete threatened the latter by promising that “in this revolution, we will
show you [the politicians] that we Lebanese people do have a dignity, and that we will be able to
hold you accountable and put you in jail and that we will, hopefully, see you one day being
punished just like what happened with the Ukrainian Minister of Finance along with other
politicians.” To emphasize that this revolution is the ‘ultimate savior’ which will allow the
Lebanese people to “live decently in a decent country”, he, first, reiterated the expression “we
will keep on demanding to...” several times. Second, Khatib suggested a solution which is the
urge of having an equitable judicial system that will be able to save the country from its
unqualified statesmen: s Ysls =l oy 2550 dade A Wdacsd V(3 Cadadle aa gl el g S5 "
") das Uz Ulze a0 (translated to: We need to have judges that will throw you in jail and
monitor every dollar smuggled outside of the government’s accounts: where did it go and to

whom).

In his conclusion, Fadi El Khatib vindicated himself by clarifying that he is not “putting the
blame on a specific political leader”; hence “don’t assume that [ am speaking against a politician
in particular.” He ended by recapitulating his main demand: "« il (70l "(translated to: We want
a country!), while using a kind of courtship attempting to win his argument: “Had you given us a
decent country, we wouldn’t have had any problem with you, but you, instead, threw us in a

trashcan.”
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Fundamentally, Khatib, through his message and word choice, was able to reflect four
impression management styles which are self-promotion, ingratiation, exemplification, and

intimidation.

When analyzing the ‘performance’ from a staging perspective, one can notice that Fadi El Khatib
did not use any of the staging props, visuals, or sound bites. The video he posted was self-shot
using his phone’s front camera. Only a bit of his black shirt was visible in addition to part of a

painting affixed on the wall.

Figure 1 - Khatib in Saudi Arabia using the
front camera to film his speech
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His voice indicated regret at first particularly when he wished to join the protestors. Later, it
changed to hostility, annoyance, and disgust as he was talking to the officials. His facial
expressions showed sadness, angriness and contempt. Although his video was entirely a close-up
shot, the basketballer often used his body language, namely pointing his finger. This gesture was
utilized, first, to emphasize his argument when he said: “but in this revolution, we will show you
that we Lebanese people do have a dignity...”. It indicated accusation too as if he literally
‘pointed the finger of blame’ at the politicians. For instance, he claimed: “you destroyed it and

you undignified and humiliated us”, “you know we are not sheep”, etc. It finally showed

aggressiveness and wrath throughout his entire speech.

The second speech under-study was given by Fadi El Khatib one-year prior the
demonstrations during a televised interview with Ghayyath Dibra. But, it was chosen for this
research paper because the speaker reposted it on his official Instagram page one day post the
beginning of the revolution. His message and point of view suggest that this video has been
reposted not only because it remained suitable a year later, but because it proves that his
disquisition and predictions were accurate and precise. Verily, the sportsman himself wrote as a
caption under this IG post: “... I said this a year ago and look where we are now. Truth said.”
Khatib’s message came about as a reaction for the criticism targeted against the Lebanese singer
Ragheb Alama when he released the song " bl )" (translated to: The Country ‘Flew Away’) in
2018 to depict the deteriorating situation in the country. In his introduction, the interviewee
illuminated that the topic he is about to tackle is ‘out of subject’ but it’s necessary since it
reflects anger and pain: w0 ga gse i o) Wy os Nogluag WEG Uiss lessase vl la Bug .."

" sae i)l (translated to: ... I want to talk about a topic that is not related to sports. You can

consider it rage; you can consider it coming out of pain). Then, he elucidated that Alama’s song
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was not directed at any politician but was made to showcase the agony and challenges of the
Lebanese people, and to compare the so-called “Switzerland of the Middle East!*” with the

‘current Lebanon’. To elaborate on that idea, he averred: “we currently have a country that is
being eroded by garbage, eroded by diseases. Hey politicians and responsibles: we currently

have the highest cancer rate in the world and today our passport is worthless.”

The plot depended largely on emotional appeal especially that he addressed his father who
previously asked him not talk about this subject; yet he did. He told him: “Forgive me dad. But |
want to tell you that it’s not okay to see your children and their children getting sick, losing their
own country, thinking about emigration, about leaving Lebanon...”. After that, he raised
different rhetorical questions like: “why should we do that? Can the country of culture, country
of civilizations, and the country of tourism be dismissed? Because of what?” etc. In the second
part of the plot, Khatib made use of the logical appeal to support his arguments and present his
demands: ssuae 5 o dip o Wglics Nipe s dmom dg) s 8 G (o wa)) Nagige 5o Spdag) Cadlal (s gl
d)lugdey aualizdo g uam® sey0 apdo Eo ol il valadyor 5830 Vs Wi sizd) 20 oo dd paa) o) ad
"B Wl e alse) sl Wi s Nuadils ¢y y(translated to: we want leaders who are able to
give us the bare minimum. We want leaders who are able to empathize with us, to know that the
Lebanese people are resilient and strong. We were able to resist all of these past years and we
have been tolerating for 20 years but all you care about are your own interests, political posts,
and your deals while you threw the Lebanese people in the trashcan). The celebrity politician
restated the accusations mentioned in the first speech such as “you couldn’t provide us with

roads, hospitalization, electricity and water. People are dying outside the hospitals’ doorsteps and

10| ebanon has been referred to as the Switzerland of the Middle East for “its unique status as both a snow-capped
holiday destination and discreet banking hub for Gulf Arabs” (Alison Tahmizian Meuse)
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in response what are you doing?”” Howbeit and unlike the other discourse, Fadi El Khatib
absolved the political figures and blamed himself and the citizens by declaring: gldoe 78 pU5"
"izd) e d Nz B pasiloe sizo) 1o imd) sualdde siza) o0 s des o) suallo s @0 izo) gl iz
(translated to: But you are not the ones to blame, it is us that should take the blame because we
actually made you, we elected you and we voted for you, we have no one to blame but

ourselves).

The conclusion consisted of a call for action along with a menace or an alarming prediction. The
speaker announced that although the Lebanese are not really suffering ‘today’ (in 2018), they
will soon “once you will not be able to withdraw your salaries and then you’ll regret it” ) lgx"(
)"l i) wisls) sp e dFase) o) dspal sl lard Wag I, sz i) aplilda ol W) i N sz vrues) e
Correspondingly, he asked “every Lebanese person who loves Lebanon to take a firm stand for
the sake of the country because what is coming is worse than what we’re facing today [...] we
will reach devastation and total collapse.” Finally, he browbeat the Lebanese officials by
asserting that no one will accept the fall through of Lebanon, then affirming: "3 ) ¢al sy 2"

(translated to: we will fight you [the politicians] till the end).

Apropos impression management, the basketball player reflected self-promotion especially that
he endorsed himself as proficient to tackle this topic although it’s not related to the theme of
Dibra’s episode, and regardless of his father’s recommendation. At the end of his speech, he
showed intimidation not because he warned about the situation, but since he threatened the

political class of fighting them till the end.

When Khatib posted this video on IG, he added a sad background music to his entire speech.

This composition reflected the intended tone of the speaker and his words. This time too, he did
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not use any props or visuals. The décor was that of LBCI’s studio, i.e. a white, orange, and blue
background along with the program’s name “Inside Game” on the screens. Khatib was casually
dressed in a blue-grey shirt and a multi-colored scarf. The assessment of his body language is
limited to his upper body parts, in particular his facial expressions and hand gestures since he
was seated and shot from a medium distance (mid shot angle). The speaker gestured a lot mainly
for emphasis, reinforcement, and description of the ideas he is trying to convey. In actual fact, he
used his fingers when listing problems such as “roads, hospitalization, electricity and water”
because it “offers a natural visual that reinforces the number” (Fruciano, 2016). Another example
is when he utilized his hands to indicate the past and the present when he compared between the
“Switzerland of the Middle East” that people used to talk about” and the present-day “country

that is being eroded by garbage, eroded by diseases”.

Figure 2 - Khatib gesturing to compare between the present-day and the Switzerland of the
Middle East
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Gesturing for accentuation was exceptionally visible when he repetitively pointed in the air or on
the table in front of him while explaining that “Ragheb Alama’s song, or Nadine Labaki’s film
are made to showcase the pain of the Lebanese society, the things that we are suffering from in
Lebanon, the things that we are witnessing...”; and when frightening the viewers about the
forthcoming situation: ““...once you will not be able to withdraw your salaries and then you’ll
regret it”. His pointed finger reflected aggression (“we will fight you till the end”) in addition to
blame and emphasis too when he acknowledged: “it is us that should take the blame because we
actually made you, we elected you and we voted for you, we have no one to blame but
ourselves.” As for Khatib’s facial expressions, he conveyed anxiety, disgust, and anger at first
especially when listing his obsessions like thinking of emigration and his fear of getting sick or
talking about his beautiful country that is being damaged because of political posts. He revealed
regret upon talking about the old and current Lebanon, or the difference between the United Arab
Emirates’ passport and the Lebanese’s. The athlete at last appeared sad whenever he tackled the
resistance and strength of his people. These expressions accorded with the speaker’s vocalics.
For instance, his voice pitch increased once he addressed the politicians and their
mismanagement or when he asked the Lebanese to “take a firm stand for the sake of the
country.” Khatib paused for emphasis, alert and to make his audience focus and reflect on the
information being presented peculiarly when he asserted: “...to showcase the pain of the

Lebanese society.”

It is worth mentioning that in the two speeches, the sportsman used the pronouns “we” and “us”
or any expression/word that indicates that he too is suffering and anxious about the future exactly
like any other citizen. To illustrate, he said: Vs Jlyo) da¢ @il (7ol dpard sl g lle 7 sg sulé zopsilé o) a1

.. JJ X (translated to: stop lying at us; made us hungry; deprived us; we want a decent country,
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threw us in a trashcan, etc.) in speech 1 and “we want leaders; we were able to resist; you
couldn’t provide us; we have no one to blame but ourselves; we will reach devastation”, etc.
DenHad Yoy daly Lz gsuad izl gd) N B tplasolt paleyscst ()l papailt candailt (s i Add to the above,
Fadi El Khatib repeated the expression “you threw us in a trashcan” in both of his discourses
along with the statement "s)o Wk sbglo moal b sbodo 1o shola Woglu=s" (translated to: Lebanon
of culture, the Lebanon of civilizations, the Lebanon of art, the Lebanon of sports). Similar to
the purpose of gesturing, repetition served as a tool to highlight his point of view and convince

the audience of the accuracy of words.

b. Gebran Bassil Speeches

Bassil gave his first speech during the second day of the protests precisely after his
meeting with President Aoun in Baabda Palace. He kicked off with two statements that
simultaneously reflect sympathetic awareness, acknowledgement, and warning: o5 zuad o U"
s allea 10y Touy Tuiday Ja al "ally 20" Jiis Mopoa Vil sliiz ) seac slol Viile Vs 1as 1 3ale shadlile ¢ lda
"I K 1l Yo dae pt gl e sldis A ual ol leaea zsal a s se s (translated to: What
happened was an accumulation of crises and failures that led to the people’s explosion and I
understand them because I am fed up just like them although I could not express the way they
did because of my position, but [ understand them well. What happened was expected, and what
is to come might be more grave if not rectified). In his introduction, Bassil tried to evince
foresightedness and initiation as well especially when he said: “in the paper that I presented at
the Baabda meeting earlier in September, I said that Lebanon needs an electric shock [...] not a

treatment or a surgery” in addition to “I also said that the few amount remaining of the financial
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balance may barely suffice until the end of the year if we do not implement the required

policies.”

Also in the plot, Gebran Bassil recognized the revolution as “an opportunity to save Lebanon and
its economy from corruption and wrong financial and economic policies”; notwithstanding that
he alerted that “it can also turn into a major economic, financial, social and security disaster, and

plunge Lebanon into chaos and strife.” He titled ‘his admission and admonition’ “The Great

blamed one or more political group for “The Great Crash” whereas exonerated another
party(ies). He

differentiated between the two groups cryptically by using the phrase “those who want to”; yet,
ensured that these individuals are known: see sblous 1Ed30a ) Mald Salisd Wield g0 a0 wo o) "

see 10dAga e 558 a0 Mglos Yopdua YU a3 g o) acp od O Ll g thdle oy sy o il leac o sdso)
"ot 0 sl (translated to: it is between those who want to start fires and “burn verdant along
with the dry”, and they are known by their slogans, and those who want to extinguish fires - or
even prevent their outbreak — “by getting rid of the dry and keeping the verdant”, and these
people are known too). The leader of the FPM showed skepticism in the spontaneity and
intentions of the protestors when he claimed that his bloc has the selfsame position as the
“spontaneous demonstrators” along with hinting that some political figures are abusing the
uprising: o=l Jgud o528 s Jleg) ool gdo ™ Mg dgs g 10ducfdis]NoaVz e o] +sg 524"
lzao s Nrdsas saplos duilh yuom lapdis sl £ 16l 5553 nd a0 Nag B3 aule) 0 o) sz s

Sl splelin gldopi ad aea Yopa & s aae s - o w0 Yok a s 59 "Elas Dl ) oIS ¢ g sl

"o Yas&D gl e sy Mg s goas Jie & yisie J IUA ) (translated to: their [those who are
opposing the reforms] exploitative presence in the streets today”; “they are taking advantage of a

sincere popular uprising to “divert it from its rightful course™ in order to achieve their declared
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political goals of toppling the President of the Republic, the cabinet and the newly elected
parliament...”; “there is a known — unknown fifth column that exists among people. You may
know some of them from their slogans and appeals, while others you may not know them since
they aim to cause problems and to ruin and destroy the country”). However, he demonstrated
confidence by considering that the sincere rebellion is “not directed against us, but rather in favor
of what we and the people are asking for, that is, for the benefit of our country”; and it “must
strengthen the President’s position, ours, along with the position of all reformers, and weaken the
position of those who are opposing the reforms”, etc. Bassil cleared himself, Strong Lebanon,
and President Michel Aoun from corruption and futility while showing competency. For
instance, he provided the viewers with a full, detailed reform plan or solutions for different local
problems such as the budget, economy, inflation, banks and high interests, wasteful institutions,
customs, smuggling, exports and imports, logical tax imposition, benefiting from the state’s
capabilities, electricity issue and the network of generators, telecommunications, the decent
return of the refugees, laws to tackle corruption, laws to recover looted funds, lifting banking
secrecy, and lifting the immunity of deputies, ministers, and employees. In parentheses, Bassil
was majorly criticized for his inability to deliver 24/24 electricity when he was an energy
minister, and regardless, speaks as if he was never in a key position to introduce typical
improvements. Knowing that he had developed a plan in 2010 that was adopted by the Council
of Ministers, the proposal failed because of the “absence of political will and weak governance”
(Jessica Obeid, as cited in Rose, 2019). To elaborate, different sources blame it on the Lebanese
political system which is based on constitutional powers and administrative positions that
contributes to “decision-making paralysis” (Bahout, 2016). Saliba (2010) asserted that the

Lebanese Constitution “reflects a de facto acknowledgement that no major decisions by the
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Lebanese government can be made without the consent of all major religious communities, no
matter how large the majority supporting the government may be.” That is to say although many
ministers agreed on Bassil’s reform plan, Amal Movement’s Minister of Finance opposed it to
protect his party’s interests in “maintaining deals to buy diesel in favor of generators™ as
admitted by former Minister of Energy Cesar Abi Khalil (Elnashra, 2020). Add to his conflict
with Bassil on the applicability or otherwise of value-added tax (VAT) on Deir Amar’s power
plant contract (Al Attar, 2019). All of that led to Gebran Bassil’s failure to execute his electricity

project; howbeit, insists in several speeches on solving the issue.

Amid his performance, the parliamentarian appeared friendly and qualified not only because he
explained his strategy, but when he alluded that he is “listening to the people’s righteous
demands and they are asking for job opportunities in the midst of this competition” once he
broached the refugees’ issue. Concomitantly, he manifested supplication various times in his plot

by mentioning:

e “There are many reforms proposed by President Aoun written in the Baabda paper'! and
were theoretically approved by all the main forces, but they must be implemented, and
accordingly we have developed within the bloc a plan which includes the electricity
issue, the squandering of the state’s money, ...”

e . ..prevented us from achieving it [the reform plan] since 2005, 2008 and 2016, either

through the permanent presence of some of them in the cabinet...”

11 Baabda Paper is an economic action plan issued in September 2019 by President Aoun and the assembled
political figures in Baabda Palace. It states the seriousness of the Lebanese situation and proposes a list of
measures to manage the crisis.
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e when talking about the electricity issue: “...unraveling the network of generators that
existed before us, and we have to dismantle it”

e “During our meeting yesterday, I asked why the government had not passed this law yet,
which would give people confidence that we are working on seriously.”

e “We have the nerve to pass these three laws and come forward. Will the others come

forward as well?”, etc.

Moreover, Bassil seemed as if he had the forethought to what might happen if an adequate
strategy is not implemented post-haste. In other words, he was able to anticipate the typical crisis
Lebanon is currently suffering from; ergo, honestly presented to his audience two scenarios, a
good and a bad, which he called “options”. Firstly, he divulged that he had previously proposed
to the executives “to hold continuous around-the-clock meetings on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday” even if that requires “sleeping in the Serail to finish work early next week.” That is
because he was cognizant of the fact that “we no longer have the time, as the financial sector
can’t bear us and will eventually collapse. People can no longer tolerate us as well and they will
rise.” Secondly, he confirmed that “today, we are still able to do all of the mentioned matters in a
few days, not to give people promises to get them off the streets, but to meet and work while
people are still on the streets”. He stated that he had already, in the speech he gave on the 13% of
October 2019, set the 31 of October 2019 as a due date to fulfill all the promises. Otherwise, the
Government should resign. Although he asked the Lebanese to keep on protesting “since they
form a source of pressure” on the government to carry out this plan “quickly and effectively”, he
urged them to give the cabinet one last chance because “the alternative to the current
Government is blurry, and it could be much worse than the current situation, especially the

absence of a Government.” The political celebrity even warned that “we may lose this beautiful
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scene [...] of the Lebanese being united” if we reach the ‘second worst option’ as in the
impingement of the financial situation, the collapse of the Lebanese Lira, people being deprived
of their money thus hunger and brawls. To defend this argument, Gebran Bassil invited the
Lebanese people to imagine the above-mentioned situation “without a government, without
security, without money in the markets and banks, without flour and fuel.” He added that he has
warned of this scenario and wrote about it in the Baabda paper but did not dare to say it publicly.
Withal, he announced it in this speech so that they “together, try to avoid the worst as long as the
opportunity for rescue is available.” Bassil expressed confidence when he promulgated that
notable political figures (Saad El Hariri, Hassan Nassrallah, Nabih Berri) are ready and
enthusiastic about the Baabda paper, and that enough time and solutions are available. He
popularized his plan, himself and his bloc when he solicited the ministers to apply reforms by, at
least, starting with any of the three laws of corruption that Strong Lebanon has previously
suggested “to show people that we are serious about achieving something”. Directly after that, he
showed exemplification as he trumpeted:s Uale 103 s &0 Naua g 1o b dal ip lpg alae g s 1)
dcs da) o szile) 1850 5Y Najo 58 g 135 &10ab ardad s ldgon Wy slizualide s Wi g 55l sl
"Moo (translated to: I stand ready, as I have lifted my own banking secrecy. I ask the ministers
and deputies of our political bloc to lift their banking secrecy and immunity and to present
themselves to a special court for the recovery of looted funds, as we have put in the law). The
MP not only promoted himself as a trustworthy beau idéal by saying: o3 &), ¢ds Iz s 0z o jadd"
gy diliel 10 a0 38 o[ o) iyl £ 1155 500 Yare 53 Slp 138 Yaga i g 1 g8 dagpalipe e[ gy Yo
"o zisid 4B g Va8 (translated to: we have the nerve to pass these three laws [lifting immunity,

lifting banking secrecy, and recovering looted funds] and come forward [...] This would be a
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true sign of trust for the people), but challenged the others to follow-suit too: il dsd "

"IJa 50t (translated to: Will the others come forward as well?).

In the conclusion, Gebran Bassil addressed “our people” or "4" viz. the supporters of the Free
Patriotic Movement, for whom he had told earlier in the discourse that he understands well their
participation in the protests, while conveying his total confidence in them: ZJua¥z &6 I "

Mgl apole slap sl i) I 15d0aYr s sdl Y03ID £ oval o sida W3¢ sly sumali® (translated to: You are
the reform holders and annexation of the country. We will not spare you for the rescue when the

reform lags and the country is lost. Stay with us. Listen to us).

To sum it up, the speech of the FPM leader revolved around commiserating with the people and
supporting their demands, holding some parties liable and vindicating his bloc, warning from
potential adverse events and offering diverse scenarios, presenting the problem and suggesting a
strategy to solve it. So, one can deduce that Bassil relied on the three rhetorical appeals, ethos,
logos, and pathos (credibility, logical, and emotional appeal). In brief, his scripting disclosed
four out of five impression management styles which are: self-promotion, ingratiation,

exemplification, and supplication.

Staging-wise, Gebran Bassil’s fourteen-minute speech was delivered from Baabda’s press
conference room. Although he was arraigned for speaking from the Presidential Palace, the
deputy justified it in front of the media prior his talk: “I asked the President to make my
discourse here [in the Palace] post my visit due to the current situation”. Apart from his papers or
notes which designate that his messages and plan were not improvised but well-prepared in the

‘backstage’, Bassil had no staging props. The décor was restricted to the picture of the
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presidential palace hung in the background. He was formally dressed as he stuck to a dark attire

and tie (navy blue).

Figure 3 - Bassil speaking from Baabda's Presidential Palace conference room — Photo
credits: Al Modon

The speaker was relaxed and calm throughout his entire speech even when he talked about the
people who are trying to overthrow President Aoun’s term or toppling the cabinet and the
parliament. This was also clear in his voice pitch as it did not change regardless of the subject he
was tackling except when he increased his pitch to emphasize and strengthen the idea that the
legislative body was “elected by the citizens in a just way for the first time”. Not only did he
retain an informative tone of voice, but Bassil maintained appropriate eye contact all through his
disquisition. The spokesman gestured relatively. Case in point, he made use of his fingers to list
the rescue plans “McKinsey”, “CIP” and “Cedre” that must be launched. He utilized his hands
for explanation and description, for example, he raised his hand to demonstrate augmentation in

accordance with his statement “placing very high fees on imports to protect our balance trade.”
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Moreover, he gesticulated for prominence more than once. To illustrate, Bassil pointed
repetitively on the lectern or used the “hand chop gesture” to accent that he asked why the
government had not passed the corruption laws yet, then he pointed towards himself when he
stated: “not our law”; hence description, and continued with the emphasis gestures mentioned
before to say: “which would give people confidence that we are working seriously.” Although he
spoke with equanimity, his facial expression indicated, from time to time, contempt, sadness, and
angriness. To give an instance, he showed contempt, as in to express certainty and that the task is
cinch, while saying: “I proposed yesterday to hold continuous around-the-clock meetings on
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, even if we have to sleep in the Serail to finish work early next
week” add to that “I had set a due date on the 31% of October, and I think that it is more than
enough time given for us to be done”. Scorn was visible whenever he spoke about the aim of the
“known — unknown fifth column” that exists among the demonstrators, and “if the Government
cannot do its job then it should resign”. When he elucidated that he has “warned of this scenario
[the crisis] for a while, and [he] did not dare to put it out in the media, but it was written in the
paper of Baabda”, Bassil showed contempt, but directly after conveyed angriness upon affirming
that he is not informing about that today to make the protestors leave the street since “it is their
right to demonstrate and express their anger.” The parliamentarian revealed sadness as he
explained about the worst case scenario particularly when he invited the Lebanese to imagine the

crisis without a government, security, money, and food.

On 3 November 2019, Gebran Bassil spoke to the supporters of President Michel Aoun
and the Free Patriotic Movement who gathered at the Baabda Presidential Palace as a rebuke to

the revolution that was calling for Aoun’s resignation. The counter-protest was titled "lad 14"
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(translated to: People of loyalty) especially that advocates rallied to express their full fidelity,

support and trust in the President.

Bassil started his discourse by directly revealing who are his audience "l J \#l 4" then reminding
them of the highlight of his 13" of October!'? 2019 speech; namely "d: bl 8" (translated to:
turning the table). He said this expression during the commemoration held at Lebanon’s Hadath
Square when affirming that President Aoun is “pursuing his resistance march to save the country
from the corruption that occupies the state” then asking him “not to wait too long”, to “hit on the
table” when he “feels he can no longer bear” and in their turn, the FPM is “ready to turn the
table!” (National News Agency, 2019). Then, he invited the supporters to help the bloc and the
President in their fight against fraud “because we alone, through constitutional institutions,
cannot achieve complete change”. The FPM chief explained that “people preceded [them] and
overturned the tables”, but he certified that the demonstrators are protesting in favor of what they
are asking for, which matches his words in the oration analyzed earlier. To be specific, he said:
“we are not here to contradict or confront them. On the contrary, we are here to strengthen them,
stand by their side, and continue together.” Similar to his disquisition on the 18", Bassil seemed
strategic as he presented a few solutions to combat corruption. First, all current and former
officials and employees must “disclose their accounts’ activity from the very outset of the
assumption of their responsibilities before the Special Investigation Commission of the Bank of
Lebanon.” Second, a special judicial commission headed by the Supreme Council of Judicature

should be formed. Thus, referring those whose accounts are suspected to investigation, and those

12 0ctober 13 marks the day when the Syrian army invaded the Presidential Palace during the “Liberation War” in
1990, forcing army commander at that time Michel Aoun to take asylum at the French embassy in Beirut (Chedid,
2016). The FPM annually organizes a commemorative event to memorialize these incidents.
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whose funds are not clean to trial. Moreover, those who have declared their money before the
Constitutional Council shall be subject to a comparison between today and the time when they

assumed their responsibilities...

Forbye, Gebran Bassil criticized the protestors when he indicated that:

e “Many have believed that you are indifferent to your country, and your uprising came to
prove them wrong” referring to the protestors who accused FPM supporters of being
unconcerned about the country’s interest because they withdrew from the uprising once it
only targeted and insulted Bassil and the President.

¢ “Even if the music was a way to attract some, the National Anthem remained louder than
any other sound”: hinting at how partying or rave has defined the Lebanese revolution
everywhere.

e “The revolution is an uprising on injustice, but it is not biased, otherwise, it falls and
ends”; “If you generalize the charge of corruption, then you are protecting the corrupt
without knowing.”; “[we were] subjected to targeted campaigns against us. It started with
the good people saying “All of them” and ended with the main drivers to us alone. We
moved from “All of them” to “Only them”; “they said, “Refugees come in, Gebran go
out”, etc.: alluding to the rebellion’s only attacking the Free Patriotic Movement and the
President.

o “Instead of blocking the roads on the people, let us block the road on the deputy that
refuses to approve these laws, and on the politician that escapes accountability, and on

the judge that does not want to hold anyone accountable or enforce the law!”: pointing

out at the revolutionaries in Beirut who were blocking the roads on everyone, but opened
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the way for the Leader of the Progressive Socialist Party, Walid Jumblatt who was
driving his car along with his son, Taymour, which is also an MP, then took selfies with

them.

Besides, Bassil promoted President Michel Aoun, himself, his bloc, and the FPM supporters as

competent and ideal frequently throughout the entire speech, namely because they were:

e fighting corruption, naming the corrupt, and refusing to participate in corruption,

e seeking to build a nation,

e lifting the baking secrecy of all their accounts two years before the revolution,

e raising the slogan of “freedom, sovereignty, and independence” for fifteen years and
succeeded in restoring them,

e currently raising the slogan of “confidentiality, immunity, and recovery” until they
recover all looted money,

e being patriotic and loyal to Lebanon not any foreign party,

o fighting for the rights of the Lebanese.

To substantiate this idea, the deputy repeated the expression “our pride” or “our greatest pride”
six times in addition to “we are proud” six times too in the plot. Bassil gloried that they “did not
conspire with a foreign state against the children of [their] country”; they “were able to turn
Lebanon into an oil country despite the desires of many who want us to remain minors
financially”, that they “returned the Charter and full partnership of the Lebanese”; that they
“reconnected the dispersed to their homeland” and restored their right to vote, etc. By the same
token, he challenged the others to be virtuous like the FPM: 1) 5 e 13 Widaagd Wiz s o5 031"

"dJ Yol fale 17 5 1] shays(translated to: this the challenge of moralism that the Free Patriotic
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Movement raises in front of all people). He additionally dared anyone to prove that his party is
corrupt: "Vgdm guo Lo Ty b Sl S e palfp ,kg WS Wi ola ks 508 07 G i S

(translated to: We are proud that we did not enter the corruption system and did not participate in
any deal with the corrupt, and we challenge anyone to prove otherwise). Bassil responded by
implication to the criticism claiming he’s racist by also taking pride in it as he added that they
“are fanatics of [their] patriotism, racists in [their] Lebanese nationality...”. He clarified that

“our biggest and greatest pride is when we said that the Lebanese residing and dispersing must
come before the migrators and refugees” which suggests that this is not racism but patriotism.
Pride was remarkably visible too when he avowed to his people: “I saw myself in you through
the anger coming out of your throats.” This statement manifested affability as well. Add to the
above, he conveyed confidence in the FPM devotees by declaring: s8¢ s (¢ o4 Wda 10 s A"

i 13[ e & s 10 e ds0 gls” ¢"dew) gl o5 4l a0 Lelil irid o3 Wrlae sl 3id laad 10y sl
LMoee s e e 1990 @iy 13 Iile auda Jiualacs (translated to: we started living the dream of
building a nation. We have not lost hope that our people will realize this dream because our bet

is only on our people”; “you can get out of it [the frugal October the 13™] because you are the
children of October 13, 1990. You are the children of resilience”, etc.). The political figure
reflected friendliness, empathy, and identification with his audience especially that he commonly

2 e

used “we”, “us” and “our”. By way of illustration: “We are Aoun’s generation”; “I followed you,

moment by moment. I heard your voice and saw the enthusiasm in your eyes”; “we, like you,

99, <C

rose against injustice”; “my friends, my comrades”; “We can endure this because we are the
people of loyalty”; “I hear your heartbeat and I know how each one of you feels”, etc. Bassil’s

plot marked helplessness oft-times too. To give an instance, he argued that “is not fair that we

suffer injustice twice” (once when they were isolated and persecuted in the 1990s and early
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2000s, and once because the revolution was majorly directed against them); “we were alone, as
usual” (when talking about their fight against corruption); “it is not our responsibility but the
responsibility of the judiciary, which blocked the files” (upon saying that the FPM fought
corruption and their mission did not totally succeed because of the corrupt judges); repeating
twice the expression “our retribution is great because...”; “we were racing against time to
prevent the crash, but corruption, loss, and public debt preceded us”, etc. He sounded helpless
yet ideal when he affirmed several times that “we did a mistake” or “our biggest mistake” then
justifying them. As examples: “Yes, we made a mistake. We made a mistake when we got
distracted with work and projects [...] rather than confronting those who lie and distort our
image...” since they believed that the truth will always be “stronger than a false impression [...
but] it became clear to us that this impression caused by lies, rumors, and political assassination
has become a reality in the minds of some people”’; “We got it all wrong when the idea of us
crashing into an entire sect got to us every time we tackle the corruption of a leader or an official

in a sect. When we considered preserving national unity was more important than preserving our

image and defending our morality”, etc.

The part where the former minister majorly applied supplication and exemplification at once was
when he wrapped up his speech. Indeed, Bassil employed pathos as he apologized to his mother
because she was cursed by the protestors. He not only asked for forgiveness but made her appear
quintessential as well while implying that he is impervious to all of these insults. Verbatim, he
began his conclusion by saying: "JS J Je beds sl LIde ey ae apdl 963 1...[ 650 seag" (translated
to: and to my mother, I say [...] I apologize to you because I’m the reason you have

been hurt, yet you are not guilty). He secondly indirectly announced that he is unaffected since

she taught him to love Lebanon and that its dignity is more important that his glals ala) ¢ did"(
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V' lad shays a0y Ioa i \iF uags dlais Llo Bz, because no one can reach his dignity except if
he does something outrageous )”.d0 ad 130 i agpdel 150 djlated jaim Iy gia ) a0V g lalis"(and
finally because she “knows what [she] has raised” )".\acs ¢) p1d e Ji & 4iss"(. At the end, he
promised her that “time will restore [her] right and the truth will prevail because only the truth

will triumph”.

On the whole, Gebran Bassil mixed mainly the logical and emotional appeal all through his
speech, suggested a little strategy to solve the issue of corruption and guarantee transparency. He
also criticized the wrongdoings of the uprising, and acquitted the Free Patriotic Movement from
corruption and the failure of making a change. To end, the speaker relied on self-promotion,

ingratiation, exemplification and supplication in this discourse too.

Moving to his staging, the leader of the FPM delivered his speech directly in front of audience,
unlike the others where they were merely via media. This ‘type of staging” may be regarded as
“direct address”. According to Lowe (2018), “direct address is the standard way for characters
to communicate their thoughts to the audience.” It is “a moment of direct connection with the
audience” as well. It was broadcasted on traditional and new media too. Gebran Bassil began his
performance by walking onto the stage while saluting the public. Then, he made two checkmark
signs, which is the logo of the FPM, using his right and left hands, and later did a fist which he
frequently uses every time he appears on stage in order to respond to the crowd. He continued on
greeting people for almost thirty seconds utilizing the same gestures and finally adding a heart-
shaped gesture by joining both hands while curling his index fingers and pointing his thumbs
down. Simultaneously, music was being played then stopped once he started giving his talk. The

entire place was decorated with Lebanese flags along with the orange Free Patriotic Movement
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and a few Lebanese army flags carried by the rallies. Others were holding pictures of President
Aoun, Bassil, Bassil and his mother, in addition to placards saying: “refund of looted money”,
“fighting for reform”, "ag<l ) )5 sis) Nald 1 la iz gs doald" (translated to: in order to hold
those who looted public money accountable, Haret Sakher supports you), etc. Some people were
clutching banners with sarcastic statements aiming at revealing why the protestors are attacking
G J s da sl \¥izs ¢ 5 824/24 Vo ) s Napa e a5 suisd Wos yd ke 5 Naoz 0 gls
"Jje Jilts (translated to: Bassil is an imp because he lowered the mobile phone bill, he wants to
extract petroleum from under the seabed, he wants to return the misplaced to their countries, he
wants to lift banking secrecy, he wants to provide 24/24 electricity, he installed generator meters,
and the list doesn’t fit in all of his mischievousness). Behind the speaker was a simple green
background with a silhouette of a man, most probably that of President Michel Aoun. In the
middle of this background, there was a small Lebanese flag in which they replaced the cedar
with their new slogan "lp 2l azlpsde (s 3¢" (translated to: confidentiality, accountability,

recovery) written in green color. The same slogan was printed on the lectern too.

Figure 4 - The performance's green background and slogan
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Figure 5 - The performance's background with the silhouette of a man — Photo credits:
Tayyar Jaj

Bassil was business-casually dressed; he wore dark navy blue pants and a blue button-front shirt.
Like his previous discourse, Gebran Bassil seemed well-prepared as he did not improvise but had
his notes. Although he was reading, the politician succeeded in maintaining eye contact with the
public. He seemed very content whenever he took the stage and started speaking. He
demonstrated happiness and pride as he called his people "l J 1J# ¢" not only through his facial
expressions, but through his tonality and increased voice volume. Dissimilar to his speech on the
18" Bassil was not calm as his pitch varied. It majorly heightened particularly when asking his
rhetorical questions like: “what does the corrupt want better than being equal to the moral
character?” or when making or strengthening a point such as: adel sl ¢" 53¢ U dlpao dli) s 0"
"JE )z w2 0so 131 U Wao QI (translated to: we are not all corrupt and scoundrels; no matter what
the cost, we will not be a tool in the hands of foreigners). The spokesman’s pace changed a lot as
well as he paused frequently. For instance, he claimed: “We were alone” then paused and

continued: “as usual...”. Likewise, when announcing the FPM’s new slogan, he listed the words
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slowly, paused between each, and repeated it three times. Bassil may have used the pauses to
enhance the message delivery, to stress his idea, and give his audience time to process what he
has just said. His pauses can be dramatic ones in order to “set up and spotlight what [he] will say
next” (Fripp, 2019). This might be the case especially that he adjoined this statement to an
important accomplishment achieved by the Aounists'>who have raised the slogan “freedom,
sovereignty, independence” for 15 years and succeeded in restoring them. His pause can also be
a reflective one as in giving his audience time to contemplate on these three words (Fripp, 2019).
Gebran Bassil applied an informative tone explicitly when presenting the steps to build a nation
like creating a civil state, establishing a Senate, applying administrative decentralization... In
addition to when he explained about what can happen after disclosing the former and current

officials and employees’ accounts activity.

The parliamentarian’s face expressed different feelings such as:

e Anger when declaring: “that is how the corrupt avoid the judgment and the moral
character becomes the victim of the charge!”; “nor do we accept that the revolution ends
with the staying of the corrupt and the departure of the moral characters”; “the
scoundrels are the ones who have installed checkpoints and took illegal taxes, reminding
us of the militia and the days of the war”; “Yes, we made a mistake. We made a mistake
when...”; etc.

e Sadness upon warning: “we have difficult and long days ahead”; “We were racing
against time to prevent the crash, but corruption, loss, and public debt preceded us”. Add

to that he conveyed sadness and anger while addressing his mom.

3 people who support President Michel Aoun are called Aounists.
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e Contempt and/or disgust specifically when talking about the corrupt, for example, “[they]

99, ¢

carried out the policies of loss, looting, and corruption”; “you are protecting the corrupt

99, ¢¢

without knowing”; “They argued that this is not enough!” (when talking about lifting the
banking secrecy); “Our pride is that we “torture” and not obey...”; “the people of
betrayal are very few in our ranks”, etc.

e Happiness was clear every time he greeted the crowd, not only at the beginning, but
almost three minutes before ending his speech when people chanted and expressed their
love and support; hence, he saluted them and did the heart-shaped gesture again. He was
jovial as well as he was concluding: “Long live loyalty. Long live the people of loyalty.

Long live the Free Patriotic Movement. Long live Lebanon” and lastly when honoring

the mothers in the FPM.

Other times, he used his face or facial expressions in accordance with his words. For example, he
raised his eyebrows as if he was silently saying “do not want to” while at the same time publicly
revealing that “some do not want to” lift their banking secrecy. Bassil was gesturing a lot for

different purposes:

e For description: he pointed towards the public then towards himself while saying “it
became necessary for you to participate with us”. He gestured as if something is being
turned upon when he claimed “turning the table” and “overturned the table”. The MP did
a negligence sign as he mentioned “you are indifferent to your country”’, made number
“2” with his fingers as he told “we suffer injustice twice”; and a “no gesture” as he

affirmed “we are not all corrupt and scoundrels”, etc.
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e For listing: Bassil enumerated what happened to the FPM from 1990 to 2005 (“denied,
isolated, and persecuted...”) while counting them on his fingers. He did the same upon
saying “confidentiality, immunity, and recovery”.

e For emphasis: he either pointed on the lectern, downwards, or made the hand chop
gesture to foreground the fact that the FPM is “not here to contradict or confront [the
rebels]. On the contrary, [they] are here to strengthen them, stand by their side, and
continue together”. Add to when he said “the National Anthem remained louder than any
other sound”; “we’re the first ones” when ensuring that everyone must be held
accountable; “which will settle our deficit” upon talking about recovering the looted

money, etc.

In closing, Gebran Bassil ended his 24-minute speech the same way he started it: he saluted the
public, did the fist, and the two checkmark signs along with the same music that was played at

the beginning.

c. Saad El Hariri Speeches

One day post the start of the demonstrations, PM Saad El Hariri made a press conference
from the Serail. He commenced by justifying the reason behind communicating with the public
while resorting to pathos: “At these critical moments, I must address the Lebanese people
directly and be candid with them, because despite everything we were and will remain one
family named Lebanon. The country is going through a difficult circumstance that has no
precedent in our history, and I hope the Lebanese will hear my honest words carefully, away
from the political biddings that we have seen on the screens since yesterday.” Directly after, he

differentiated himself by, first, promoting that he was aware of how critical the Lebanese
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situation is, and second showcasing the efforts he has been doing for the past three years in order
to prevent “this tragedy” that was “exploded on the streets”. Rigorously, he publicized: slis"
W) Wshag 1 des il 10 B s UG a0y a1k ) Jo zdsis sl sliva 205750 10 Te i g sl Y& apd 1215
Jadlgh g2 o 1) a5z ds ) e adg sl sluarz a0 Iy Ela aglal jua i s | e dio Ba )8 &)z I

" 3k i wda dad I (translated to: For the past three years, I have been trying to address its causes
and offer real solutions for them. More than three years ago, I told all of our partners in the
motherland that our country was under circumstances beyond its control, and that year after year,
it spent more than its income, and its debt became so great that we can no longer continue in that
way). To proof that his words are honest, Hariri exposed the reasons behind the arrears. As a
matter of fact, “electricity costs the state two billion dollars per year”, “the chain of the ranks and
salaries that we are committed to turn out to have exceeded expectations and cost about two
billion dollars in additional deficit per year” ... In the same context, he turned a major part of his
plot into a narration, in which he reported what happened with him using little narrative
techniques, perhaps to ensure that he is being transparent. In brief, he first recounted that he
informed his partners in the cabinet that the “real solution” for Lebanon is to “increase the
State’s income, namely, to develop an economy that will create employment opportunities,
especially for young men and women.” He also suggested changing the laws to guarantee
refinement bearing in mind that these rules were established in the 1950s and 1960s, i.e.
‘logically invalid’ (“we cannot live in the year 2019 while working with old laws”). However, he
believed that the government was not able to implement it on its own. Thereof, resorted to
getting funds from the international community; hence, the Cedre Conference’s 11 billion
dollars. The Premier certified that all the statesmen agreed on carrying out the reforms; howbeit,

he “kept finding [himself] in a procrastination period and faced with every bump in the road
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lasting for weeks, months, and seasons” when it came to all the solutions whether the electricity,
the deficit, and even during the formation of the cabinet. As cited by Hariri, every time he would
reach the end line of solving the problem after conducting many meeting, committees, proposals,
and contracts, “someone would come to say: it does not work™; an expression that he repeated
four times in addition to his one-time “nothing is working”. According to the speaker, this was
all because “they” did not focus on managing the issues, but only “cared about settling scores at
the expense of time, that is, at the expense of the people, or settling scores with the international
community”. Besides gnomically blaming his partners by referring to them with “they” rather
than clearly naming them, the PM criticized the practices that he, apparently, was forced to agree
on, like forming a National Unity government or committees with at least nine ministers “so that
everyone would be happy”. In other words, Hariri absolved himself from all the wrongdoings
exercised by the politicians. Truly, he reconfirmed that J K luluyd Vs 58 s izl s gl 1140 S0
s 52y 4 sl e s i O &S s g "3 11" 1 I g Telis salle N 1 WAl

aga sNaple B sldpdal 5 i pa lase) a5 W W oy slz sd 1sl! 135 (translated to: Everyone

knows that I resorted to a political settlement in order not to lead the country into a new civil
conflict, and I decided to turn the tables on myself so that it would not turn on the country. For
four years and more, I turned corners and traveled from one country to another to secure
opportunities for support, assistance, and investment for Lebanon). To boot, he added: “for
months, we have been waiting for our national partners and the Government to go along with the
agreed solution, but we can no longer wait” knowing that he is the Head of the cabinet and, by
constitution, he has all the administrative powers to ‘make things happen’. Likewise, he
considered that he “did [his] duties to protect the country and restore consideration to the

constitutional institutions.” Later, Saad El Hariri expressed his corroborations for the people’s
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uprising. As illustrations, dle 850y )% psd s ey adcs gl Gheasie ol Uas b gls uylus gslze e Ts dp "

Jaaldals & 5 W hapslins des 1 s Wl sl Nowphons aust s Tshuse s ap gy 1soale s o5 Jap) | 1L, 1 pac iy
oap s I L apdfze dJ Tale 1ass sipdagd sl paa o)l iU o (translated to: any person who faces a political
performance as seen for months and years will react with anger. Anger! Of course, it is the result
of the living conditions, but it is based on the level of political behavior in the country, which is
the main reason for procrastinating solutions, hesitating in decisions, and disruption of the state in
the face of every problem, big or small). Like Gebran Bassil, Hariri believed that “there are
parties on the inside who rejoiced in everything that happens and turned a blind eye, so the
groups took the streets and rode the wave of young men and women who stood in the face of
everyone, including me.” Into the bargain, he deemed that there is a foreign plan to sabotage the
situation or to ruin Lebanon since it settled down in Syria. Nonetheless, “all of this does not
negate the fact that there is a real pain that exploded yesterday”. The political celebrity seemed
oppressed and helpless as he avowed s sugs Nz s sigals) sl gaoa sk ) 50y gl s) To 1y 0 Tg
"ol wps g Dlea" w5 Iiglua seoldl)pazid wes Nz s n szele gl Nog so( "az i (translated to: I know
that many are waiting for “Saad El Hariri to be attacked and be made a victim”, and there are
people who started throwing their scoundrels at us). He included in this accusation an emotional
appeal when he mentioned that his late father Rafik faced the same situation <l dds) dal calal(
Yo fs3 o8 1 jsses. But appeared to be so ideal as he directly continued gchgp lany 63} ddy " s
U i ep)eral® a0 a0 s a0 250" W e 1 Tl Vs sa 5 gopics o) i) e plie sldle I 55
w2 gse) @l dg Yeom U g (translated to: but this is a matter that we can overcome and talk about
later. What I care about today is to talk to people without flattery and tell them how anger is
planted in their hearts day after day). At the end, he invited all the officials to find alternative
solutions to prevent additional suffering or clashes in the streets. Yet, he granted himself and his

partners “a very short period of time” to “provide a clear, decisive, and final answer that
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convinces [him], the Lebanese, the international community, and all those who are expressing
their anger in the street today, that there is a decision by everyone to achieve reform and stop the
loss and corruption, or I will have another say.” He concluded with revealing that his short notice

is only 72 hours then said “long live the Lebanese people. Long live Lebanon.”

Based on this analysis, one can deduce that Hariri relied on narration and a few information to
present the problem, and on emotional appeal specially to vindicate himself. He thus used self-

promotion, exemplification, supplication, and intimidation only once (“I will have another say”).

Moving to his performance, although Saad El Hariri sounded relaxed especially that he gestured
passably, fairly used his space, had an expressive face and some vocal variations, the PM licked
his lips a lot throughout his speech, 32 times in particular. As mentioned by the body language
expert Jonathan Choufany during a personal interview in 2018, lip licking indicates discomfort in
a certain situation, anxiousness, or guilt. Amin (2019) clarified that even though one “might feel
the need to repeatedly lick [his] lips when [he is] anxious or nervous”, continual lip licking can
be caused by environmental or medical conditions that make the lips dry out hence makes one

feel the need to lick them more.

Figure 6 - Hariri licking his lips during his speech
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Hariri made a bit of mistakes too and resorted to verbal fillers like clearing his throat, taking a
deep breath, or coughing after stuttering. Regardless of his errors, he seemed prepared at least
because his speech was scripted. In fact, he was reading off of a teleprompter ergo appeared as if
he kept eye contact. Concerning his gesturing, Hariri made use of his hands and/or fingers for

various reasons:

e For comparison: he moved his hands to both sides as in differentiating between the
“annual expenses and the annual income”.

e For description: he used his hands to indicate “all” when he said “we have agreed with all
our partners in the country”. He depicted that the laws are old upon saying that the laws
were established in the 1950s and 1960s; and did a “no” sign recurrently when stating
that “it does not work” or “reforms do not mean taxes”. He also pointed towards himself
whenever he affirmed that “we cannot implement it on our own with our capabilities” and
“stood in the face of everyone, including me”, etc.

e For emphasis: like pointing frequently on the table to highlight that of course people will
“react with anger” when faced with nonchalance, or the uprising is a result of poor living

conditions and political behavior.

To further support his ideas, he not only gesticulated for insistence, but reiterated some of his

199, ¢
L]

words while increasing his voice pitch too, such as “anger. Anger!”; “we have to change all the
established laws [...] change them all...” Hariri used his face to express or depict a certain
situation like nodding upwards when he said “they answered: no”. Saad El Hariri applied some

vocal variations like heightening and lowering his pitch (“More than three years ago, I told all of

our partners in the motherland that our country was under circumstances beyond its control”;
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“based on these reforms, they will finance this solution” ...). Additionally, he utilized the falling
tone when he posed the question “how much did it cost money and the economy, and caused a
decline in growth?”. He speeded and decelerated his pace and paused sometimes, for example
when he asseverated “all of this does not negate the fact that there is a real pain that exploded
yesterday”. These pauses designated accentuation because his statement was accompanied with
emphasis gestures. They can offer a chance for reflection as well. Add to that, he made use of his
breathing to convey annoyance or as if to nonverbally indicate that he is fed up. That is when he
declared that “ever since the beginning of the government formation, I kept finding myself'in a
procrastination period and faced with every bump in the road lasting for weeks, months, and

seasons”. On a final note, his faced communicated different feelings such as:

e Sadness and anger: he lowered his eyes while telling: “away from the political biddings
that we have seen on the screens since yesterday” and “but this is a matter that we can
overcome and talk about later”.

e Anger and contempt: when assuming that “perhaps there are parties on the inside who
rejoiced in everything that happens”; “but we only presented them with political
objections and records”, etc.

e Contempt and disgust: whenever he claimed that “many are waiting for “Saad El Hariri to
be attacked and be made a victim”, as well as “whoever thinks he has another solution, he
should have presented it earlier, and even if he decides now, for reasons of his own [...]
let him come forward and for us to organize a quiet transition, take control, and

implement the solution he is thinking of”.
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e Disgust and fear: when he reminded his audience that “there are people who started

throwing their scoundrels at us just as they did in the past with the martyred Prime

Minister Rafik E1 Hariri”.

To wrap up with, Saad El Hariri, who was formally dressed in dark navy blue, presented his
performance from the Serail. That’s why, the background consisted of two Lebanese flags as

well as a third one placed in his office that was shown in the frame.

“In response to the protestors’ demands” Saad El Hariri spoke from his official residence
for only two minutes to inform the former of his resignation. The PM started by presenting the
main problem and concurrently showing exemplification natheless helplessness: gse) 13 ad"
Wl dua s 3o a0 Lisdat ad oz lizta Wi 3 o3s ) sl T s¥ Wodo 5 sl s paslns v d sllipm ek 61 )
S PPY }iuagc e by i!ﬁcﬁ sual gl ke g Wyse JEdap sIEdEuala® slaguy ag lag e W szl
"l slaod 15 jeb dos 5 a0 uaded (translated to: For 13 days, the Lebanese people have been waiting
for a political solution that stops the deterioration. Throughout this period, I tried to find a way
out, through which we can listen to the voice of the people and protect the country from security
and socio-economic risks. Today, I reached a dead end, and it has become necessary to create a

big shock to face the crisis).

In the body paragraph, Hariri recited what will he do after delivering his speech and why, for
example: “I am going to Baabda Palace to submit the resignation of the government to President
Michel Aoun and to the Lebanese people in all regions, in response to the will of the many
Lebanese who took to the streets demanding change, and in compliance with the need to provide
a safety net that protects the country in this historic moment.” He thus appeared ingratiating and

promoted himself as an ideal, considerate, cooperative politician who deserves praise. Indeed,
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the statesman exhorted the demonstrators to make Lebanon’s interest, safety, peace, and
prosperousness a priority ssald s laods sace ook boles su¥ad aualz® ita sl 40 ileo 10 Wes oalics(

D6 b dige #ds Miipalag Yin sy Then he called on his “partners in the political life” to abide by
their responsibilities which include protecting the country and improving its economy since the
revolution is “a serious opportunity that should not be lost” )"ag Jx o' z3g# ol i juas(. This
means that Saad El Hariri, just like Gebran Bassil, supports the uprising and believes that it is a
valid chance for improvement and that it is not targeted against him; thus, revealed self-
confidence. The speaker was perceived even more supreme when he justified his vacating with "
" su¥ab & jlas Yada Yaglpa tda o 02 (translated to: Positions come and go but what is important
is the dignity and safety of the country) in addition to "«Js a0y 3 o) & &I" (translated to: No one
is greater than his country). It is noteworthy to disclose that “no one is greater than his country” is
the late PM Rafik El Hariri’s most famous statement. With that being said, the Premier can be
reminding the people of the Hariri legacy or Rafik’s nationalistic positions and propitiating the
Lebanese or, at the minimum, ‘his’ Sunni community. He concluded with
another ‘typical closing statements for a patriotic speech’ yet used repetition for prominence:

“May God protect Lebanon, may God protect Lebanon, long live Lebanon.”

All in all, Saad El Hariri relied majorly on the emotional appeal and managed the self-promotion,

ingratiation, exemplification, and supplication impressions.

Touching on staging, the speaker was also formally dressed in a navy blue suit and a dark red tie.
In accordance with the idea that Saad El Hariri is reminding the audience of his father by
mentioning his well-known quote, the former was standing in front of the late Prime Minister’s

photo hung on the wall as well as the Lebanese flag.
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Figure 7 - Hariri reminding the audience of Hariri legacy by standing in front of his late
father's picture - Photo credits: France24

Add to the above that, unlike his speech on the 18", this performance was made at his own Beit
El Wasat not at the Serail. Besides chiefly conveying contempt, disgust, and sadness, the PM
looked somewhat eccentric as he appeared tired, monotonous, and sluggish. Omitting his only
four-time-gesturing, Hariri was totally static. He even barely moved his head and it was solely to
look to the sides or perhaps at the present reporters. The mid shot angle prohibited the viewer
from seeing his full body to assess his nonverbal communication. On that account, one can only
view him gesticulating four times when he lifted his hands in conformity with his words to depict
the situation or as if he is nonverbally saying “current”. That is for example when he said “socio-
economic risks” (i.e. the current socio-economic risks), or “in response to the will of the many
Lebanese who took to the streets demanding change” (i.e. in response to what is currently
happening), etc. The political celebrity seemed as if he was reading his script from a
teleprompter; therefore, implies as if he maintained eye contact all round. Furthermore, he licked

his lips three times, swallowed his saliva seven times, sometimes panted heavily, talked slowly,
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and sporadically paused between every one or two words. Very detectably, Hariri swallowed his
saliva stiffly every time he brought up the idea of resignation; exactly upon saying: “I am going
to Baabda Palace to submit the resignation of the government to President Michel Aoun” and “I
place my resignation at the disposal of the president and all the Lebanese”. According to
Choufany, fear and tension usually lead to the dryness of the mouth or throat which makes the
person lick his lips and/or swallow his saliva frequently. Lip-licking likewise indicates anxiety
and/or guilt. Also recognizably, Saad El Hariri’s voice trembled awkwardly at the beginning of
the speech particularly while saying "ss!" or “days” ("gse) 13 20"; translated to: for 13 days)

which also designates nervousness and trepidation.

5.2 Focus Groups

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the two focus groups were conducted virtually via
video-conferencing service Zoom. As explained earlier, the participants were young adults with
dissimilar political views aged between 21 to 26 as 21 is the voting age in Lebanon. Group 1
consisted of six females and a male, while group 2 had five males and two females. They have
diverse professional backgrounds too; architecture, interior design, civil and chemical
engineering, journalism, radio/TV, law, business, pharmacy, and physical education. Some of
them are living in Lebanon while others are currently pursuing their Master’s degree abroad. For

confidentiality, only the initials of the partakers were mentioned.

The first focus group was held on Saturday, March 6, 2021. Three participants were Free
Patriotic Movement and President Michel Aoun proponents i.e. pro-regime, they are: TS, 25
years old, MAC, 25, and MN, 23. The other three participants were affiliated to the Lebanese

Forces (LF), Amal Movement, or only a revolutionary; hence, anti-regime: NR, 23, Amal
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Movement, SB, 26, Lebanese Forces, KG, 23, activist. The last volunteer was CH, 24, a non-
partisan who did not support the demonstrations either. Participants in this meeting were told that

each speech was delivered by an anonymous celebrity politician during the protests.

Focus group 2 was conducted on the 12 of March 2021. Like the first one, three participants
were affiliated to the FPM and the President; AM, 26 years old, KS, 23, and MS, 26. Those who
were anti-government belonged to the Lebanese Forces or Kataeb Party, and they all participated
in the revolution as well. They are MM, 22, Kataeb Party, GM, 24 years old, Lebanese Forces,
and MW, 24, LF. Finally, RT, 25, was neither aligned to a political party nor to the uprising. All
respondents were aware that the discourses were given by Fadi El Khatib, Gebran Bassil, and

Saad El Hariri.

Are Celebrity Politicians Supported and Qualified?

When asked about whether or not celebrities should stay out of politics, the majority of the
youngsters in focus group 1 refused this phenomenon. The main reason was that the former’s
viewpoints might estrange their fans. As stated by TS, “it is okay that they give a political
opinion, this is freedom or democracy eventually, but not in a biased way or one that reflects
their political partisanship.” NR added that they have the right to be affiliated to a certain party,
but must keep this position to themselves since they are not always well-informed or qualified to
talk about politics, or, according to CH, their admirers might be influenced or driven away. If
they are unknowledgeable about the topic, “let them stick to what they know”, said NR. Add to
that, some public figures are either provocative or instigating. Hence, they must not take
advantage of their fame to talk about something they don’t really know about just to give their

thoughts. To support this claim, MN gave the example of the Lebanese singer Elissa who is
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strongly affiliated to the LF; therefore, uses Twitter or TV to spread hate speech against
President Aoun, Gebran Bassil, and the FPM. On the other hand, SB refuted all previous sayings
by asserting that famous people have the right, just like any other regular citizen, to express
freely their opinions regardless of their fan base beliefs. This matter depends on whether they
support a superstar blindly, or they have enough critical thinking to shape their own point of
views and love the celebrity only for what he/she does. “You think that Elissa is exasperating
only because what she says is against your beliefs. [...] People should learn not to follow others
blindly, that way, they will not be influenced by what [Elissa] utters” (SB). She furthered that
every celebrity who engages in politics will be attacked regardless, while suggesting that when
TV host Hicham Haddad was pro-FPM, his fan base was almost all Aounists whereas Aoun’s
opponents hated him, and now it’s the other way around as he became anti-FPM. MAC related
her answer to the revolution by reckoning that many public figures were pressured to join the
protests only to show that they empathize with the people and are as ordinary as them to the
extent that celebrities who didn’t participate or at least advocated it were humiliated by the
dissidents. Indeed, “that was obvious propaganda and self-display, they simply followed the
trend” NR contended. As an illustration, singer Julia Boutros, known for her revolutionary,
patriotic, and resistance songs, was shamed for being absent all through the revolt. Natheless,
Boutros is the wife of FPM deputy Elias Bou Saab so her forbearing was logical! In a nutshell, a
celebrity who does not weigh in on politics remains more accepted and loved than the ones who

voice their affiliations out loud.

Additionally, participants in focus group 1 considered that celebrities, no matter how loved they
are, are not always qualified to represent the public in case they sought a certain governmental

position. “They must only do what they’re really good at” said TS. “If they were better in
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politics, they would have been politicians from the very start.” MAC argued that half of the
Lebanese politicians are not competent either, so if public figures want to run for office, they
must give up whatever they currently do to guarantee that their fans won’t be swayed wrongly.
Yet, in the standpoint of CH, “celebrities are just like politicians; they either take advantage of

the situation to reach their goals or enter the political realm to make money off of it.”

In contrast, respondents in focus group 2 did not object this phenomenon. MS ensured that
“politics is not restricted to specific individuals; it is part of our everyday life” that’s why it is
very normal if celebrities talk or criticize the political scene. He even considered that it is
healthier if public figures give their political opinions because they have an influence on people;
thus, can help shape public opinion. Notwithstanding that they must express their thoughts in a
very ethical way and for the public good, not for other hidden personal goals. MW, who
acknowledged that all humans have the right to freely express their point of view, supposed that
only the fact that the famous are able to exert influence at least on their fans makes this
phenomenon somehow bad. AM believed that the problem in Lebanon is that “talking politics is
regarded as taboo especially that it is associated with clash; therefore, many Lebanese remain
politically ignorant.” Celebrities are free to discuss politics as long as they are aware that they
have a greater responsibility due to their impact. In other words, if they are not well-informed,
they will increase political ignorance and agitate an already squabbled public. AM gave the
example of singer Maya Diab who admonished people on Twitter not to be in a hurry to take
COVID-19 vaccines because their production requires a long term to be authorized at times
when medical professionals were advising otherwise. Truly, “anyone who wishes to touch upon
typical topics must be responsible and knowledgeable”, RT confirmed. According to GM, if

these people really and earnestly needed to benefit their country with no profiteering, everyone
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will surely accept their engagement in politics. MM furthered that famous persons played a very
important role in the U.S. presidential elections. The endorsements they did helped direct
skeptical voters to elect wisely which is why influencers who give sincere viewpoints are

essential nowadays.

As for the representatives who act like celebrities, many, in both groups, thought that
using propaganda techniques will not make them extra loved or supported, but simply liars!
“Propaganda is all fake [...] especially in Lebanon, they are deceiving us” ensured MW. TS also
insisted that “this is all staged”. NR however announced that it would not affect or impact her
unless it’s genuine not forced. Nevertheless, MAC supposed that this depends on who is doing it.
For instance, Obama is charismatic thus succeeded in reaching his objective. “This may also
work in the case of MP Sami Fatfat since he is appealing but not with Saad El Hariri.” NR
continued that maybe Hariri failed to impress his opponents because the tactics that work
somewhere else does not work with the Lebanese people. Veritably, MM stated that culture
highly affects propaganda and how people perceive it. So based on one’s culture, propaganda can
be weighed or not. Add to the fact that those who oppose the statesman will deprecate him and
vice versa. By way of illustration, GM assumed that Saad El Hariri will solely be able to
manipulate his own followers as this depends on how much they love him, attached to him, and
are affected by whatever he does. But in MS’ view, “propaganda must be complemented by
achievements”. It is pointless if the politician promotes himself as a loved celebrity but does not
do his actual job, for this will never have an effect on people. AM declared that the official must
not act or show the citizens that he is “just like them”, since by definition, he is employed by the
people and works for them, so “he instinctively has to be just like them.” Having said that,

whatever ‘trick’ he uses will be regarded as fake. Withal, RT viewed that it is logical that
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politicians implement propaganda techniques but with no exaggeration if they wanted it to truly

work.

Political Celebrity ‘Type Three’: Target of Gossip or Assassination?

Aiming at exploring Mazzoni & Ciaglia’s (2014) third type celebrity politicians, the
moderator asked the participants in focus group 2 to list the reasons that make a political figure a
target of gossip and fake news. Bearing in mind that MP Gebran Bassil was given as an example,
MW (Lebanese Forces) simply said that the only goal is to criticize him. MS (FPM) posited that
it’s mainly the politician’s fault when it comes to communication. It starts with a legislator or the
party incorrectly conveying a message which leads to misunderstanding, and as a result, embroils
everyone in this mistake. Then, people who are eagerly waiting for him to make a mistake, will
take advantage to lambast this official and spread fake news without any proof. Another reason is
that fault-finding is a “normal exercise” practiced by everyone whether the person being
condemned is famous or not. But this is predominantly applied to directly and personally attack
and harm a successful individual. Add to miscommunication, which many in this group
approved, GM (LF) and KS (FPM) opined that one’s message is promoted in the media in a way
that matches the platform’s agenda and objectives. “They ‘market’ it as they want to fulfill their
agendas”, said GM. In view of that, AM reiterated his standpoint that people are not well
educated particularly when it comes to things related to the Lebanese constitution and political
powers. Hence, they are easily swayed by what the media feed them and accordingly attack the
representative. Moreover, the audience receive the message in a biased manner; they don’t assess
it rationally but personally, based on who is talking not on the content. To support his argument,

AM invited his teammates to think of the exact same speech delivered twice; once by Gebran
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Bassil, and once by the head of Beirut Bar Association Melhem Khalaf who is supported by the
revolutionaries. The one given by Khalaf will be endorsed whereas that of Bassil will directly be
turned down. In short, “the main purpose of making someone a third-type celebrity politician is
character assassination”, he concluded. MM commented on AM’s example by mentioning that
Khalaf is new to the political realm but Bassil is not, which makes people evaluate him based on
what they already know about him. “It is not about him, but about what he has done”. “Someone
with so much responsibility and power like Gebran Bassil is being criticized accordingly
regardless of whether it is character assassination or not”, added MM. “But character
assassination is strengthening and rendering this person more powerful as his people are
supporting him more, and some others are sympathizing with him”, deemed RT (non-partisan).
According to RT’s judgement, one can deduce that smear campaigns can fit under the umbrella
of “bad publicity is good publicity”. Veritably, MS presumed that character assassination can
only affect the undecided audience. Yet overdoing it will make it obvious that the media or the
opponents are trying to maliciously harm the politician’s reputation; thus, it will have a reverse
effect. Overall, MS suggested that this phenomenon, whether the third type celebrity politicians
or character assassination, can be solved if people learn to gauge the content, argument, or

evidence, rather than the gossip.

Speakers and Impression Management

a. Fadi El Khatib Speeches

Focus group 1, that read anonymous discourses, concluded that the rhetorician was basically
promoting himself and is not being sincere at all. They all criticized the fact that he happened to

be abroad in times of the crisis, as mentioned in his introduction, which invalidates the speaker’s
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claims that he is suffering like any other Lebanese living in Lebanon. MN even argued that “this
is self-advertisement”. In view of that, the respondents asserted that the main impression the
spokesperson sent was self-promotion. TS carried on that although what he is saying is the truth,
the delivery was mainly understood as self-promotion, that’s why, MN claimed that Khatib was
not being honest. Add to the above, they all agreed that he employed supplication throughout the
speech. The majority also supposed that he is being emotional; as in relying on pathos to fulfill
his objective. NR said that he relied on this appeal insofar as he became so pathetic: “he
saddened me, especially that he is taking advantage of the Lebanese situation”. While CH
assumed that Khatib is reflecting foresightedness, four partakers viewed him as populist. At last,
not only the statement “we will fight you till the end” was seen as intimidating, but sentences
like “you will [suffer] soon once you will not be able to withdraw your salaries and then you’ll
regret it” and “what is coming is worse than what we’re facing today”, etc. were thought of as

threatening as well.

Similarly, focus group 2, that was aware who the speakers of each discourse are, majorly thought
that the chief impression conveyed by Khatib is self-promotion mainly due to his excessive
usage of “I”. According to KS, the athlete has a clear announced goal which is becoming a sports
minister which is why all his claims are based on populism. Add to the fact that Fadi El Khatib,
just like most of the celebrities, applied for the golden residency in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) once the situation deteriorated in Lebanon. This reduced his credibility and “proved that
he was being a populist”, KS ended. MW admitted that although self-promotion is obvious, he
cannot be perceived as competent because Khatib simply presented the problem without offering
any solution. MM, on the other hand, ensured that the sportsman is not in need to promote

himself since he has a well-established image almost everywhere. He compared what Khatib did
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to NBA star Lebron James’ taking a stand on an important issue. Therefore, MM proposed that
this is not self-promotion, but exemplification. MS added that he might seem ideal to the
protestors only especially that he was appealing to their emotions. AM furthered that even
though the speaker resorted to self-promotion and exemplification, he is being honest and
transparent because “that is the truth, eventually”. Others agreed that he was self-confident,

ingratiating, and so emotional to mobilize the public.

b. Gebran Bassil Speeches

The first group concurred that the main impressions applied in this discourse were self-
promotion and exemplification. Four members saw Bassil as self-confident whereas two other
presumed that he was assertive insomuch as he was perceived as superior or egoistic. The
majority considered that the ideas reflected the speaker’s good understanding of the situation
thus erudite, particularly that he tackled the citizens’ needs and demands. Nonetheless, four
youngsters admitted that his proposal may be either unrealistic or unreachable, that even SB said
“his plan was off in la-la land!” Bassil’s proposal was simultaneously criticized because the
problems addressed are already known, so he is not presenting something new, knowing that
these were the same issues that the demonstrators were listing and Lebanon is now suffering
from. While many perceived him as empathetic and compassionate principally that he professed
his understanding to the people’s revolting and asked them to remain in the streets to pressure the
government to work effectively, SB (LF), who announced that she might have guessed who
delivered this speech, surmised that he is using intimidation to force protestors to leave the
streets. Her justification was “it is either that we abide by the strategy he suggested and leave the

streets or we will reach total collapse” and that is frightening, she supposed. On the contrary, NR
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(Amal Movement) deplored this standpoint by insisting that “someone must lead and initiate”.
“There is a problem and he suggested a solution, even though it is unreachable, but he did
something”, she added. By the same token, most of the young adults had already averred that he
is a problem-solver and another said that he is strategic. What SB discerned as threatening, few
saw as heedfulness and foresightedness noting that CH, who approved that Bassil is being
prudent, furthered that this is somehow pretentious as well. MAC (FPM) figured out that the
deputy can be seen as populist chiefly due to the phrase “remember that there is a known —
unknown fifth column that exists among people”. Three other partakers conformed to this idea,

including TS (FPM). This speech, in sum, was “liked and disliked at once”, according to TS!

This oration was heavily debated by the second group especially that those who oppose him were
evaluating it based on what he has done not on what he said. On the contrary, his supporters were
assessing the content and the reasons that hindered him from putting his plan into action. The
impressions that were listed by FPM affiliates were: exemplification, self-promotion, strategic,
logical, self-confident, foresighted, honest, attentive, and aware. According to KS, he is
consummate because his actions complied with his proposals. In fact, Bassil and his bloc were
the only ones to lift their banking secrecy and immunity in order to help fight corruption in the
country. Besides, he weighed up the situation and anticipated the current crisis if we don’t adopt
a solution. Thusly, he is prudent as well as frank, “since he did not lie to the public; he told them
the truth rather than declaring that everything is okay or will be okay”, claimed KS and MS.
Khatib and Bassil’s speeches include self-promotion, but the main difference between the two, as
stated by MS, is that Khatib publicized himself and what he will be doing in the future or during
the demonstrations. Bassil promoted himself by giving an action plan to overcome the problem

and showcasing the effects. AM discerned that the orator hyped himself a lot by mentioning
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“what he did, what he envisioned, etc.”. Nevertheless, that does not deny the fact that he is the
only one who proposes strategies and solutions. Likewise, KS ensured that no one other than the
FPM and President Aoun are calling for capital control and reform laws, the forensic audit and
ways to retrieve looted money back. RT (non-partisan) affirmed that “this is a very logical
speech: this is what everyone wants and is demanding for at the end of the day, but what we need
most is to implement what he said.” Inversely, Kataeb and Lebanese Forces affiliates
expostulated the speech by saying that it is trivial and that Bassil is populist and dishonest. They
surmised that he is untrustworthy because “actions speak louder than words™ (as cited by MW)
which is why she does “not listen to him speaking anymore”. In his turn, MM avowed that “we
have been hearing the ‘electricity story’ more than a hundred times”. He also objected his talking
about the McKinsey plan stating that no one demurred it which makes his idea “not on point”. As
for the return of the displaced proposal, “it’s inconvenient right now”, he concluded. In reply to
this point, MS explained that the cabinet must ratify the McKinsey plan and all the ministers, not
only Bassil, must approve it due to Lebanon’s consensus democracy. Else, it will never be
implemented. In the same context and reflecting on the criticism that “Bassil wants to do
something but he never does”, MS adduced that the electricity plan is developed by him, it is not
cogent that he, at the same time, does not want to implement it. In actual fact, Bassil’s adversary
Samir Geagea (president of the Lebanese Forces) is the one who said: “it is his own project, he
definitely wants to execute it!”” He carried on that if Bassil is being obstructed, that does not
mean that he doesn’t want to put his words into action. AM seconded that the problem lies in the
Ministry of Finance. Proof is, the minister Ali Hassan Khalil, himself, publicly announced &
"aal )y o ad wpdayd i) (translated to: “I am proud to cripple Deir Amar’s power plant project”).

It is ergo a problem with the constitution or the system that hinders one from achieving
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something, not solely Gebran Bassil. MS linked this case to character assassination by attesting
that “the Lebanese are ‘assassinating’ the minister who offered a strategy that was approved by
the entire government because they do not dare arraign the minister of finance (that belongs to

Amal Movement/powerful speaker of the house Nabih Berri) who impeded it.”

¢. Saad El Hariri Speeches

Concerning the Prime Minister’s speeches, his excessive use of supplication made the
answerers in focus group 1 view his entire discourse negatively. For instance, NR believed that
“he is not helpless, he is simply blaming others for the problem in times where he must be
responsible” since he, supposedly, occupies a powerful position. CH proposed that he is trying to
make himself ideal, yet the others admitted that he failed to do so and, instead, appeared
incompetent. In CH’s opinion, in spite of his attempt to employ ingratiation when he supported
the revolutionaries, or when he declared “people sent us a message, but they have been waiting
for us to send them a message for several months now...”, many, including CH herself,
recognized him, instead, as more of a populist. MAC clarified that he is emotionally taking
advantage of the public or “manipulating the recipients’ emotions”. Hariri’s immoderate use of
“I” and “me” made the minority think that he is resorting to self-promotion whilst the majority
thought he was boasting or showing off himself and his ‘false’ achievements. In actual fact, TS
averred that “he is self-confident to a provocative level”. Rather than employing self-promotion,
he was trying to victimize himself, said MAC. She explained by comparing, unknowingly,
Bassil’s speech to that of Hariri: “it is as if we are listening to two brothers complaining about
each other. The first is the elder and is mightier (or sturdy), the second is younger and is acting

as a victim! Yet, the content is somehow similar”. In the same context, KG and MN stated that
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the repetition of the expression “it doesn’t work™ proved that he was victimizing himself with the
aim of making the audience sympathize with him; thus, vindicate and love him. Granted that his
statement “I will have another say” reflected intimidation, MN, by contrasting how Hariri started
and ended his ‘performance’, deduced that the speaker is a hypocrite. “He started as a very
helpless man and suddenly made a 180-degree change as he became threatening” which makes

one question or even nullify all of his previous arguments, he inferred.

The opinions of the second focus group were not different from the ones mentioned earlier.
Truly, they all granted that it is mostly based on supplication and that he was trying to appeal to
the listeners’ emotions. GM (LF) and MS (FPM) clarified that had the name of the speaker been
hidden, one would feel the presence of confrontation and would profess that the spokesperson
has fulfilled all of his duties; i.e. exemplification. Natheless, the fact that Saad El Hariri, the man
who has utmost powers in Lebanon, is speaking annuls all his claims. “He could have
accomplished these things without giving excuses since he’s the Prime Minister”, MS furthered.
Heeding that he has the greatest powers, he seemed populist too when he mentioned some
statements like: “we have been waiting for our national partners and the Government to go along
with the agreed solution, but we can no longer wait”, etc. They questioned why didn’t he take
some actions “while he was waiting”, warned or at least informed the public about these
wrongdoings. On the flip side, AM (FPM) declared that “even if we remove his name, the

"’

speaker will remain so obvious!” The participant suggested adding a sixth impression, “comic”,
to the Impression Management theory. He perceived the entire discourse as a comedy aiming at
“underestimating the minds of the audience”. While KS claimed that Hariri is reputing himself

frequently, AM contemplated that he is admitting his mistake because the “Hariri policy”

Wglosd Nz 3( is the direct and main reason of the current collapse. AM elucidated that the
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‘debt policy’ established by Rafik El Hariri since the 1990s which was based on lending money
from foreign sources like the international conferences Paris 1, 2, and 3, as well as the high
interests offered by the banks to the depositors led to this crisis. Having said that, Saad El Hariri
is telling the listeners that he sought another amount of money from CEDRE which will
aggravate the problem rather than solve it. In addition to the above, KS agreed that Hariri is
acting, but his performance is a mixture of comedy and drama at once. MM (LF) elaborated that
it’s satirical that “it makes one cry”. The difference between Bassil and Hariri speeches is that
the latter’s is full of poetry whilst the former is more organized and simple, according to MM.

RT supposed that the discourse is logical and populist at once “regardless of who the speaker is”.

Yet, all of these speeches are kind of very identical, she lastly deduced.

Khatib, Bassil, or Hariri?

To summarize the youths’ stances, the moderator asked each which speaker was more
logical and which one was emotional the most. In focus group 1, SB who also assumed that Saad
El Hariri gave the third ‘anonymous speech’, favored Fadi El Khatib’s discourse although she
negatively criticized it at first! She supported her choice by saying that she chose it “based on the
vibes conveyed”. She added that she could relate with the first one, the second speaker “gave us
a useless reform plan” and the third disquisition was totally inapt for the situation. TS, NR, and
MAC believed that the second was cogent especially that he proposed a plan. MAC declaimed
that all of the speeches were ill-suited since “it’s not the appropriate time for these claims”
apropos Bassil and Hariri’s, whereas Khatib “had no point since citizens were ahead of him and
had already joined the uprising regardless of what he said.” Nevertheless, she admitted that

Bassil tried to stick to logos only setting aside how really convincing he was. CH, who preferred
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the athlete’s, accorded with MAC while insisting that “[Bassil’s] points are logical but obvious
for it is everyone’s demands anyways”. NR oppositely attested that what Gebran Bassil proposed
“was what we really need today” and that he seemed as “willing to put himself out there and take
responsibility.” MN objected all of the speeches reckoning that “they are all illogical especially
[Hariri’s] one.” As for who employed pathos the most, all participants agreed that it was Fadi El

Khatib. Add to it that the majority posited “it was emotional and staged too”.

In focus group 2, there was a consensus that Gebran Bassil was the most logical, except for MW
and MM (LF) who named Fadi El Khatib and “no one”, respectively. It is important to mention
that GM (LF) noted that “Gebran was very logical only if we hide his name before reading the
speech.” At last, four partakers perceived Khatib’s disquisition very emotional, two thought that

Hariri used pathos the most, and MM pondered that it was the three speakers equally.

5.3 Interviews

Celebrities in Politics

To start with exploring the phenomenon of celebrities weighing in on politics, mass
communication expert Dr. Joseph Ajami denoted that these public figures foster democracy and
strengthens a country’s accommodating everyone, and giving him/her the right to vote, be voted
for, market and promote him/herself, name, ideas, and image. Add to that, their engagement
leads to great competition regarding different aspects like public approval, votes, likes and shares
on social media, and even in getting an edge over the others. The interviewee related his idea to
the Libertarian theory “which allows for competing ideas, even the false [ones]” in that open
market. From a celebrity politician’s viewpoint, basketballer Fadi El Khatib believed that famous

people’s participation in politics increases public engagement only if this celebrity is qualified
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enough to hold a political position. He explained that competent people will be able to work
effectively if the position they will handle is their field of expertise; thus, will introduce many
improvements. As the public realizes these ameliorations, they will be stimulated to participate
more in the political life. By the same token, journalist Ghadi Francis stated that the main
advantage of leading lights’ talking politics is that they “normalize people’s interest in public
affairs” and remove the ‘elitism stereotypes’ i.e. restricting political discussions to the
intelligentsia only. Indeed, “when a loved and nice sport public figure engages in politics, he
encourages other people who have other ideas to express themselves as well.” Another advantage
mentioned by Francis is that it diversifies the political narrative; ergo, benefit from different
perspectives, unprecedented or unrepeated worthwhile ideas. On the contrary, celebrities who are
not qualified to talk politics would increase sophistry which means devaluing the political

speech, its profundity, wisdom, as well as increasing its superficiality.

Celebrities Weighing in on Politics: Reasons and Goals

The interviewed celebrity politician Fadi El Khatib claimed that the main reason that
made him get involved and deliver political speeches is his concern about Lebanon. He conceded
that he was able to foresee the current crisis and warn everyone about it during his 2018 Inside
Game Interview. The reason is that since he is also a Lebanese businessman, his dealing with the
banks that were offering illogical interests, along with the failed financial management supported
by a corrupt political system, and the news about the closure of some banks were all messages
indicating that the system is gradually collapsing. On that account, he sensed the responsibility of
alerting people in the midst of all reassurances uttered by the Lebanese officials. Having said

that, and knowing that Khatib engaged in politics before the start of the uprising, it became clear
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that, regardless of his intense interest and partaking in the revolution, he did not abuse it for
political reasons. Joseph Ajami declared that the “so-called revolution”, which he avouched is a
misnomer, was “a golden opportunity to exploit.” It actually “provided [celebrities] with a great
opportunity to express their views up to jumping on that bandwagon because even politics and

'9’

revolutions are fashion!” Add to that, public figures were able to take advantage of it to enhance
their status and brand themselves as caring citizens who want to fight corruption because the
rebellion “was accessible, easy, cheap but even free [...] and the political status of the country
gave them good content that they were able to exploit”. It was in a nutshell “a window to go
through and express their anger, indignation, and pain”, reckoned Ajami. Correspondingly,
Khatib admitted that many rode the revolution’s wave for political purposes especially that a
number of famous persons “were holding some meetings for that purpose”. In spite of what
preceded, celebrities are well-aware that they are influencers. They are capable of giving people
incentives “to join, like, share, and subscribe to [their] ideas.” Thereof, a few sincerely joined the

demonstrations because they found it “a great opportunity to make a nudge, or dent in people’s

opinions, behavior, and political ideology”, added Ajami.

Celebrity Politicians: What Makes Them Distinct?

Scrutinizing why it is easier for the renowned to throw themselves into the political realm
compared to non-famous individuals, Joseph Ajami suggested that these people first have the
ability to capitalize on their own fame. Second, they have an already-established name
recognition which makes it possible for the public to identify them, their views, and affiliations.
In point of fact, Ghadi Francis posited that they “have something positive to kick off their

journey with, for example, they resemble people, they are civil just like them, they are cut from a
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different cloth.” Their social media presence, according to Ajami, boosted that recall too and
made it easier for them to further capitalize on their political affiliations and promote their
‘brand’ and political agenda. Third, these people enjoy a certain celebrity status: they have
followers, they have fans who love them, look up to them, and even idolize them. Scilicet, they
have an already entrenched credibility which is “so important: it means that people think highly
of [them] and this is an added advantage, no doubt”, Ajami denoted. Cashing in on 17 October’s
revolution surely degraded many personalities’ integrity, yet Fadi El Khatib acknowledged that
his rejection to undertake the ministry that was recently offered to him helped him maintain his

trustfulness.

In the basketballer’s opinion, it is not merely his name recognition that enriched his public
acceptance, nor solely his sports achievements. It is a mixture of the above, as well as his
attainments and knowledge in different fields and the strategies and improvements that must be

introduced in some political sectors:

*“... we don’t have technocrats working in our ministries. That’s why we were more
accepted by the Lebanese because they perceived Fadi as someone who has succeeded in sports,
in business, in politics, and at the same time, he is speaking the people’s language. So definitely,

that was an added value for me.”

In a country where ‘parachute politicians’ are dropped into their governmental positions due to
political considerations or their affiliations, as mentioned by Khatib, celebrity politicians can
benefit from a prominent strong point. The sportsman listed how can a technocrat celebrity
politician work for the Ministry of Youth and Sports because he is erudite. He discussed that this

specialist understands well what are his duties, objectives and what areas must be addressed. He
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knows how to develop individual and team sports, how to succor talents, provide them
sponsorships, lobby for local and foreign support to reach international championships, organize
the federations, market the games, restructure the entire sports field, and raise funds for the
country through sports. Not only that, but a sports minister’s job involves activating small
villages and engage them in sports also. In other words, competent celebrity politicians are
probably welcomed because they will be able to make a difference since, based on Khatib’s
assertion, “we know all of this and we can determine what should be accomplished and how

because we spent time thinking, examining, working, and accordingly setting plans.”

On the personal level, Ghadi Francis assumed that getting into politics may personally benefit
the celebrity. She elucidated that when famous personalities thrash out a topic outside of their
domain, they primarily educate themselves before discussing it. They will thus upgrade their
proficiency in another field because they will feel responsible towards public opinion, as a result

develop into better leaders.

Withal, being distinct can have its downsides too. Rather than ennobling and evolving into better
leaders, Francis pointed out to the big potential of celebrities becoming profiteers who exploit
their work and careers to serve their political ambitions. Consequently, “their integrity in their
initial job will be decayed”. That is especially true when that job becomes a means to an end
thereof “sometimes accompanied with corruption, discretion, bias, personal interest, exploiting
people” etc. They will, eventually, “change into politicians, or practice politics in their day-to-
day life”. The political campaigns specialist agreed with some focus group participants who
stated that weighing in on politics can affect the popular figures’ image and sometimes damage

them as individuals. This frequently happens in Lebanon because it is a polarized society, she
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explained. So “when they give a political opinion, a part will be against them, and another will
support them; hence, their initial jobs will be affected: they will enter this chaos!” Nonetheless,
Khatib recognized no disadvantage in celebrities’ involvement in politics only if they are being
honest, candid, engaging for the sake of the country not their personal gains, and “shedding light
on the things that really must be tackled, specially the little issues that no one is aware of.” For
that reason, Francis declared that once a public figure “starts talking and theorizing like
politicians, he/she will directly fail because he/she won't be perceived as real anymore but as
someone who is ambitiously seeking a political post.” Same goes to when they make any
mistake. Stardom made these stars under constant scrutiny and forced them to maintain a certain
level of excellence. Therefore, “any little fall or snafu or misstep may ruin the credibility of this
person”, said Ajami. This con is tricky to the extent that the specialist illustrated it by describing
the basketball fans who will think that Fadi El Khatib “is having a bad night” if he “scores only
10 points in a game”! Even more, “the media can ruin their potential” if they “make a lousy
mistake”. He supported his standpoint by referring to America’s Gary Hart who “was a leading
candidate in the Presidential primaries in America in the 1980s up until a young, beautiful model
called Donna Rice sat on his lap on his yacht.” When the National Enquirer magazine captured
that moment and published it, Hart “resigned and quit the presidential campaign.” Indeed,

“media can make or break a celebrity” Ajami concluded.

Data gathered from the interviews proved that what has been mentioned previously is not
restricted to celebrity politicians only, but to the political celebrities too. In sooth, Ajami claimed
that it is not only Fadi El Khatib who has the name and glory in his field and “is capitalizing on
his fame coming from his athletic prowess” as he “is probably the most celebrated name in the

history of [Lebanese basketball]” but Bassil and Hariri also do have the same “privilege’. He
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furthered that Saad El Hariri benefits from his last name, and the fact that he is the “son or heir
of a politician and belongs to an empire called “Hariri Empire”.” Similarly, Gebran Bassil
capitalizes on his status as a leader of a large political party and his being the son-in-law of
President Michel Aoun. Their celebrityhood leads them to the same drawback: the fear of
making any faux pas. The media expert alluded to Bassil’s becoming the target of jokes, insults,
and chants during the revolution. The song directed against Bassil “entered the collective
memory of the Lebanese [...] every time you think of [it] or any time you think of Gebran
Bassil. you automatically think about [... what has been] sang in the streets.” This means that
political celebrities do have plenty of responsibility and “all eyes are on [them]”: everybody is
waiting for them to fall down “and the biggest disadvantage is that this mistake can be magnified

because [they] are celebrities.”

With that being said, it is obviously easier for a celebrity to enter the political world while “it
would be a long road to hoe for a person coming out of nowhere to establish him/herself as a
potential candidate”. A ‘regular’ person’s entry to this realm requires “passing through many
phases [...] whereas the celebrity is able to skip many of these them” assumed Joseph Ajami.
Yet, what is challenging is the famous person’s ability to make the transition from being a
celebrity in his field, to a celebrity in the political world. Ajami clarified that, in Khatib’s case
for example, the sports figure needs traditional and new media to attain that convergence as it is
the latter that will enhance his chances. As a matter of fact, “that’s what actually happened [with
Khatib] to the extent that at one point and even now, his name was being thrown around as a
potential government minister. This means that he had already put himself in a position to be
thought of as a potential government minister in any new government.” In short, Ajami inferred

that being a celebrity politician or political celebrity is “a status and a burden at once.”
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Celebrity Influence vs. Political Influence

According to Ghadi Francis, there is a fine line between influence in popularity and
influence in politics. “A celebrity is someone you like, you comment on their posts, you follow
what they’re wearing [...] you enjoy their lifestyle; they are people that you watch but they are
not people that you choose to lead you in politics.” Yet, influence in politics is the power to
impact human decision and behavior to accomplish political objectives and affect a policy. The
respondent alluded to the value of communication that has the ability to transform a celebrity

into a politician or make the politician a real influencer.

““A politician who is able to play this kind of communication into his best interest will succeed as
a political celebrity and if an influencer is able to go into politics from being mindful and have a
large fan base, maybe on social media which can really help today, in addition to a rich

background in political issues will be able to make an influence and succeed.”

Second-Type Celebrity Politicians: A Successful Approach?

Examining the goals of utilizing propaganda techniques by type two celebrity politicians,
Jospeh Ajami referred back to the idea of name recognition in which politicians aim at making a
name, creating a good image for themselves, and generate publicity. Another objective is their
need for “more fans, more support, more approval rate, etc.” Still, name recognition alone is not
enough as “it might have a negative connotation”. When addressing this concept, the
communication and media expert stressed on differentiating between “fame” and “infamy”
which “is the state of being famous for the wrong reason” like being a popular criminal for

example. Hence, propaganda’s grail is to project a positive name and image of the legislator.
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That is especially true if we take into account that “it makes people feel that [politicians] are
close to them” and in touch with the real world, mentioned Ghadi Francis. The journalist
considered that it is helpful since it can promote a certain character about the politician. To
exemplify, Saad El Hariri’s two videos singing the Hala Bel Khamis song that went viral on
social media in 2017 could reflect his fun character, notwithstanding that it “did not really
benefit [him] for several reasons”. Being perceived as funny by the Lebanese people, explained
Francis, will never change his opponents’ opinion about him nor his popularity, which is not
dependent on propaganda. Add to that, “he is not a fresh, clean politician [... and] has his own
baggage which makes it impossible for everyone to believe that he will be able to solve
Lebanon’s crisis even if he keeps on singing Hala Bel Khamis [forever].” Francis deemed there
is nothing negative with propaganda or acting like celebrities except when the approach leads to
sophistry or appears as trifling for fun. She criticized Hariri’s throwing a paper airplane in the
sky a couple of years ago which was used later on as a joke that people shared on social media
after UAE’s launching their rocket to Mars! “What he did showed how pathetic Lebanese
politics is and how pathetic he is too; hence, his propaganda wasn't for his advantage that time.”
To preserve the positive powers of propaganda, the political campaign professional underscored
the importance of having a clever team to set accurate goals that can guide an efficient strategy.
The political branding tactics must remain real as in reflecting who this person really is, argued
Francis. “Be a celebrity but be a real one [...] do not set a show”. Moreover, she condemned the
statesmen’s adopting ‘foreign techniques’ to promote themselves. Propaganda tools must be
properly adapted to the country, culture, and citizens; else, they will not be effective. Verily, “the
campaign must be inspired from the receptors because this politician represents them as well as

the objectives and target he has, rather than reproducing another person with different aims’
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campaign.” Ajami claimed that politicians try to sustain their marketing efficiency by resorting
to tactics put under the umbrella of propaganda such as public relations (PR) or public
diplomacy. By using these techniques, they try “to prevent its becoming obvious brainwashing”,
rather, let it appear as “good work and good will”. Even though Ghadi Francis considered social
media as an addition that aided politicians in acting like celebrities by posting a lot of pictures,
and interacting with different issues, she assumed statesmen must remain real while publicizing
themselves if they want to succeed. A political celebrity also “needs the charisma, the money,
and some deeds to “plant in people’s mind the idea that [he] is a good guy, a trustworthy guy,
worthy of your votes” supposed Ajami. Yet, propaganda can really work on some people without

huge effort because “the Average Joe'*”

is being majorly targeted. To put it another way,
“propaganda works because people think it is public policy, which is good will, whereas in fact it
is propaganda.” He touched on the TV ads on different local stations displaying the American
ambassador to Lebanon distributing face makes or help realizing some projects in Lebanese rural
areas. That’s the fine line between public diplomacy, public relation, and publicity: The U.S.’
work is not good will but propaganda, the communication expert posited. But after all, the

success and failure of all approaches “depend on the quality they are presenting”, in the opinion

of Francis.

Do Celebrity Politicians Resort to Propaganda?

“Not at all. I wish!” Although Fadi El Khatib affirmed in a short statement his refraining
from adopting propaganda techniques, this claim cannot be generalized to all public figures. In

fact, the basketballer conceded that other famous individuals follow some branding strategies to

14 Average Joe: an ordinary, average person
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increase their fan base or followers on social media. He claimed that he does not endorse these
tactics because he is “honest and straightforward” and prefers staying that way. To support his
idea, he referred to a PR specialist who told him she was shocked upon checking his Instagram
profile and realizing that he doesn’t have a very organized page, and only about 155 thousand
followers. She made certain that had he branded himself better on typical new platforms, he
would have no less than two million followers. The interviewee added that he “uploads whatever

comes to [his] mind” even if the picture is blurry, without editing it or adding filters.

On whether he might do propaganda in case he becomes a minister, Khatib, again, ensured “I’ll
stay as [ am because people loved me as [ am”. He believed that the work he will accomplish
especially in fighting corruption will outweigh any marketing tool that he might implement. He
would also never turn to propaganda not only because that “is not the real me”, but because
Khatib supposed that he wouldn’t have to appeal to a particular group because he is “loved from
both sides” in the country. Therefore, he wouldn’t allow any governmental position to ruin this

admiration. In sum, as cited by him, “I guarantee that I wouldn't be anything other than myself.”

Third-Type Celebrity Politicians: Is It Truly “By No Will of Their Own”?

Before all else, why does a political figure become a target of news and even character
assassination? Joseph Ajami declared that their status and popularity is the initial reason that
exposes them to gossip. “No one will target someone who has no followers or power or political
position” eventually! Another reason is that “people are fascinated with news about celebrities”
and they love juicy stories regarding these individuals, which is something psychological. That is
part of the supply and demand notion, so a person who gives people constant food for thought

will become an easy target as well. Add to that, “gossip has been a major part of journalism for a
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long time.” The interviewee reiterated the disadvantage he stated earlier which is the popular
person’s meeting the public’s expectations; otherwise, he/she “will become a prey for the media”
that “thrive on bad news”. However, character assassination is another kind of “game”,
according to Ajami and Francis, who shared the same stance regarding this topic. As expressed
by the former, slander “is a political game no doubt and it goes beyond entertainment and gossip.
It falls deep into what we call political agenda of his opponents as they try to find any gap or any
little misstep or mistake, or any statement that he makes to capitalize on it and try to ruin his
political career.” Similarly, the latter professed that anybody might be “a target of character
assassination when he is harmful for someone, for an agenda, a group, a political party, a
nation.” In today’s political game, Francis explained, “people are being fought by being
smothered” i.e. “by targeting their popularity”. That is because literally assassinating a leader
will not affect his/her followers; rather, his/her popularity might grow. Nevertheless, character
assassinating him/her might lead to his/her failure. Consequently, another political group will be
able to replace him/her and inherit his/her popularity. “This is how the game is done”, the

journalist avowed.

Concerning Gebran Bassil, the deputy has been a target of fake news and character assassination
because “he is of great interest for all people”. To begin with his status, Francis deemed “he is
the spearhead or the logo of [President Aoun's] term and he is the logo of his alliance with
Hezbollah and politically perceived for the last three years as the leader and that he is the head of
the 'entire thing'. Ajami likewise, stated that Bassil “holds so much power or at least he is
perceived so. For instance, people are accusing him of being the shadow President of Lebanon in
place of his father-in-law but on the other hand, President Aoun himself said in an interview for

Al Joumhouriya newspaper that no, "Gebran Bassil is my student, I don't work for him", reported
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Ajami. Vilification is thus the price the leader of the FPM is paying for holding more
responsibility that his actual role. Videlicet, Ghadi Francis assumed that Bassil served the “I am
the leader image” by being on the front lines, while in fact, he is not. Political wise, the
interviewed representative claimed that his plan on giving back the Lebanese Christians’ their
rights will definitely make him a target because other politicians believe “I am snatching
something from them, and they don’t like that.” He added: “same goes to the accuse that [ am
racist because I want Syrians to return back to the safe regions in their home country.”
Psychologically speaking, Bassil is attacked partly because of envy”. Ajami expounded that “no
one works for 18 hours like this man, no one is as ambitious as him, no one is that controversial,
no one was that worth the traveler when he was Minister of Foreign Affairs”. Assuredly, Gebran
Bassil himself attested that he used to work a lot when he was a minister and spend long hours,
sometimes till to 2:00 in the morning, at the office. The former minister considered that hard
work is uncommon in Lebanese politics as officials “are there, but they don’t work™. Hence, he
is “their antipode, and they hate this ‘model’ in politics” which is one of the factors that made the
opposition assail him. Enviousness is not exclusively Ajami’s judgement, but Bassil’s as well.
For instance, he discussed that “others are jealous whenever a person exceeds them in one way
or another, so this surpassing provokes them.” Committing to the position held is unconventional
in Lebanon to the extent that many Lebanese favor the official who talks not the one who works,
in Bassil’s opinion. He gave the example of the electricity issue as he deems it is the accurate
representation of “talking vs. working”. “You hear all Lebanese saying “they didn’t provide 24-
hour electricity”. Bassil acknowledged that people are right, but questioned why hasn’t anyone
looked into the detailed plan that all previous ministers have set and worked on, queried the

politicians who theorized about the failure of this project, then examined the reasons behind its
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failure. Predicated on Joseph Ajami’s averment, Gebran Bassil poses a risk on his rivals. Apart
from being the son-in-law of the President of the Republic, Bassil is a powerful Maronite leader
who heads the biggest Christian political party and has the largest bloc in the parliament; hence,
is a potential candidate for presidency. Other Maronite politicians, including Sleiman Franjieh
and Samir Geagea, are thusly trying to terminate him politically because they also have similar
presidential aspirations. Furthermore, the parliamentarian contemplated that he is dissimilar to
other politicians as he entered political life with different purposes and goals which might
represent some things they are not. Francis even warranted that he entered the political scene as a
new brand. Since literature on Bassil provides no justification for why he is said to be
provocative other than MP Edy Maalouf’s explanation, the statesman and Ghadi Francis tried to
fill in this gap. Being that “new brand” is a major reason in the journalist’s opinion. Yet, the way

he approached this fact failed at proving this point:

““He is provocative for a very clear reason: he did not enter the Lebanese politics in the same
way that others did, so he is dealing with totally different brands [the other politicians]. He
actually entered this field as a new brand. But one time he needs to deal with them on the basis
of "I don't resemble you", other times he wants to deal with them on the basis of "I can play your

exact same game in a better way"'.

As for Gebran Bassil, he agreed with Maalouf and granted that his character cannot be always
tolerated by people. The respondent admitted that he is forthright and sometimes utters things
that might hurt the other. Despite thinking that “maybe I am really provocative, maybe it’s a
character-flaw, a defect, perhaps it’s my boldness or my candidness”, the legislator argued that

one’s traits are not what solely matters in politics. “What matters is whether I am corrupt or not,
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whether I work for the sake of the country or not.” Similarly, in Ghadi Francis’ point of view,
politically assassinating him “is blamed on the character he adopted for a couple of years”. She
furthered that Bassil “has so much self-confidence or self-flattery that makes one not always
accept his character”. This means that the third-type political celebrity “served character
assassination through his personality and his TV appearances” and by taking different positions

that gave people the opportunity to target him.

With all of this in mind, it would be vital to take into account Bassil’s anti-thesis to the definition
of third-type celebrity politicians. It is not true that a political figure becomes a target of gossip
and character assassination “by no will of his own”. Quite the opposite, it is his personality and
political performance that play a huge role in him being a target. It is “not by no will of his own,
definitely”, carried on Ghadi Francis. “This happened because of his political work.” She
discussed that his opponents did not decide to attack him because he was standing tranquilly
apart, but due to a certain reason he triggered. The interviewee even divulged that it is “not
because of his character but because he is a spearhead in a certain political project [...] whether

it is named President Aoun's term, or Hezbollah, or whatever”. Regardless of what this project is,
"ZlG st sladua sy Lipaa Wisad! (translated to: the names vary, but the intended is one: Gebran);

an originally Lebanese proverb altered by Francis!

All things considered, can Gebran Bassil be a new phenomenon himself? A fourth-type celebrity

politician for instance?!
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How is this “Political Game” Played?

Gebran Bassil reckoned that he has been facing this “attack™ for 16 years, ever since he
started his political career. He gives the example of the media spreading news about him
spending 700 thousand dollars on his convoy to visit Syria, when in fact, he didn’t even go to
Syria. Hence, this converges with the literature stating that Bassil is being attacked through fake
news. Francis described that “the media usually use sex, money, and scandal to attack a
politician” along with betrayal accusations. Another tactic, according to Ajami, is through the
use of propaganda. He clarified that his adversaries “are waiting for any misstep to capitalize on
it and try to ruin his image.” By simply having an ambition of becoming the Republic’s future
president, his opponents propagate a hyperbolized idea that "yes he wants to become a president
at any expense, at any cost, even if he has to ruin the country". The media specialist furthereds
that the ‘attackers’ tend to “give him too much power in an attempt to make him fall from this
pedestal he is on.” To exemplify, “they put in the people’s mind [...] that he is currently standing
in the way of forming a new government.” To cut a long story short, they are disseminating a
false image of Bassil “being so much ambitious and a dictator who is even obliterating

opposition within his own party”.

October 17" revolution was an alternative tool used by the head of the Free Patriotic
Movement’s foes in an attempt to politically assassinate him. To illuminate, the West, the U.S.
Europe, activists, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and social media gathered “on one
side of the battle” versus a certain party. The former bombarded the viewers with the same
message, but “what we see on TV is not what all people really want”, assumed Ghadi Francis.

She believed that what happened is not about the event itself, but about the media; the one that
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does the propaganda. The entire event was thus related to media agenda. “We don't really have
journalism in Lebanon, we have mouthpieces”, she said. Each propagandist has a particular
interest which makes this field a business in which “whoever buys it takes it.” This means that
setting media agendas against Bassil is another way to slander him. Besides being controversial,
putting agendas to attack him has further political dimensions. Francis reported that it happened
to form a source of pressure on Hezbollah by pressuring his ally as well as the person who
represents President Michel Aoun’s ideology, i.e. it was disguisedly targeted against the
President. Bassil added to these two factors and his contentiousness that he was traduced because
he is an ambitious politician, due to his ideology and plans, and since “they want to end

President Aoun’s continuity which we, the FPM, the Aounists, represent.”

Is Character Assassination Working?

Joseph Ajami presumed that character assassination is working to a certain extent;
whereas Ghadi Francis adjudged that its success and failure depends on how strong and stable
the attacked politician is. If he/she is as such, “the scandal won’t really affect him/her and he/she
will be able to overcome it.” For it to fulfill its objectives, smear campaigns “must build a solid
base in order to be able to harm the person.” In Bassil’s case, media intensively tackled his
properties and wealth, for example, hence established a base before trying to attack other issues.
The journalist accordingly challenged anyone to “try to convince people that Gebran does not
own a private jet before defending him in anything else”! The media, thereof, built a kind of
sturdy wrong image about him. Responding to the focus group participant MS’ opinion that
overdoing character assassination is no longer effective because it is producing a reverse effect,

Bassil viewed it the other way around. He refused the citizens, even his opponents’ claim: “even
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if Gebran is truly corrupt, he is not the only one, why are you solely attacking him?” by

affirming that this statement confirms that his rivals succeeded in harming his reputation.

““I am not corrupt and I refuse to be one of them [the corrupt politicians], which basically means
that they succeeded at, at least, spreading a false image about me; hence, character
assassination reached its objectives. It is similar to when someone accuses Samir Geagea of
murdering people during the war. You’ll find people telling you: ““okay he killed, but he’s not the
only one”, it’s the same concept with only one difference; he’s not the only one but he really

killed back then, whereas | didn’t!”

To bear out his point, the former minister mentioned that he has always asked the antagonists to
prove their accusations and even dared the Americans to do so after they sanctioned him;
howbeit, no one presented any evidence. All of this means that “character assassination
succeeded because, although there are no proofs, people still don’t believe it and refuse to see

anything positive”, concluded Bassil.

Are Targets of Gossip and Fake News Always Targets of Character Assassination?

While the primary aim of spreading fake news on Gebran Bassil is to terminate him
politically, third-type celebrity politicians are not always targets of character assassination.
“Always keep in mind that bad publicity is the best kind of publicity” proclaimed Ghadi Francis.
She gave the example of media stations’ broadcasting fake news on the Lebanese politician
Wiam Wahhab that he was targeted at the Lebanese-Syrian borders by a drone aircraft. Knowing
that bombardments happened at that place when Wahhab was in Syria, he was not really

attacked! Instead of ending his political career or damaging his reputation, this wrong piece of
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news transformed Wahhab into a national hero. He thusly took advantage of it to create and head

the Arab Unification Party!

Can Propaganda Save Bassil?

“Definitely yes”, according to Bassil, but only “if his team was very, very smart” to
accurately rebrand him, according to Francis. The journalist explained that Gebran Bassil did
hire a good foreign PR firm; yet, it was not able to create a perfect, purposeful campaign to
adjust his image. The reason is that foreigners do not understand well the old and current
Lebanese political context, and the exact perceptions of the citizens towards politics, Bassil, and
his plans. She therefore suggested that the team he employs must research, examine, and analyze
the Lebanese society, diversity, media, the deputy’s political history and the project he is
working on. Else, uploading pictures on social media, for example, would be useless, said
Francis. Yet, she supposed that rebranding Gebran Bassil is possible “since a politician is never
‘assassinated’ except when he actually dies or ‘kills himself politically’.”” As for the leader of the
FPM, he doesn’t “like to adopt typical techniques like the selfie diplomacy and so on because [he
is] authentic.” “That is who and how I am; I am natural and I don’t do this type of effort.” Aside
from viewing some of these techniques as childish, Gebran Bassil lastly disclosed “I have weak

communication points, and that is one of them, but that’s me, eventually.”

Celebrity Politicians, Dramaturgy, and Impression Management

Jumping to the research’s theory, the interviewed celebrity politicians denied planning
any performance strategy for their speeches. Information gathered show that neither Fadi El

Khatib nor Gebran Bassil design their discourses based on a certain impression they wish to
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convey. Nonetheless, Bassil asserted that “a politician must appeal to people’s emotions not
logic all of the time” especially that this can help a controversial figure overcome the audience’s
refusal of his words or proposals only because they don’t like him. The two interviewees
however ensured that they determine their discourse’s goals before ‘going on stage’. “I perfectly
know and set my objectives when preparing my speech” says Bassil. Khatib too, divulged that he
“definitely has messages or goals to convey.” While the basketballer’s aim is to fight the corrupt
and cast light on unscrupulous issues, the legislator revealed the five main purposes he builds his

speeches on:

e “Sometimes it is to explain about a project I am proposing;

e Sometimes it is to defend myself against something negative that is being said about me;

e Other times it is to attack/condemn an opposition;

e Sometimes it is to clarify to the public my point of view towards a certain topic;

e Other times it is to create an impact. “That is especially true when I am addressing the
FPM supporters because, particularly post-revolution, I am sympathizing with them, I
think they are being attacked or bullied and what I intend at doing is to raise their

morale.”

Although the statesman assented that not resorting to staging and scripting techniques “is where |
go wrong”, he announced that he didn’t introduce these tools to his speeches after the rebellion
to appeal better to the citizens. Natheless, he kind-of changed his approach as he added a sixth
goal which is “letting people really listen to what I am saying or proposing because they usually
refute it only because I am delivering it.” For example, “I now count to ten before saying

something especially if it might offend someone. I am also trying to reflect my sympathy with
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the Lebanese post 17 October.” Francis commented that the official has “changed a lot”. His
orations that used to reflect colossal power and knowledge, are now different. As a matter of
fact, the journalist tweeted after one of Bassil’s speeches in 2021 that his style, tone, and
approach have been recently positively revamped. Furthermore, what happened during the
uprising led Gebran Bassil to “think in another way” that he even asked Francis, who usually

opposes him, to provide him with her professional feedback and criticism.

If that is Bassil’s way of maintaining his power, how can Khatib, who goes unprepared every
time, keep up his influence? As uttered by him, his honesty and frankness is what preserves his
credibility. “People know that I will be talking about something true not fabricated, and they also
know that I will be talking about the current situation we are all living, and they feel at the same
time that [ am talking in the name of everyone feeling that pain”, which, in his view, is what
made the audience perceive him positively. In fact, credibility can be a major player in how the
listeners perceive an impression that even Ajami claimed “the answer [on whether the revolution
affected perception] is related to how credible the celebrity is.” The initial judgement “planted in
our heads” towards a celebrity politician will make it harder for him/her to change; especially if
it was negative. So, whenever we “think of a certain politician, something automatically comes
to [our] minds.” Yet, Francis, who thinks that ameliorations can always happen, enjoined
celebrity politicians to “destroy all of [their] ego, admit that [they] failed and try to change the

entire thing rather than staying as is and fixing tiny little things every now and then.”

In general, what was basically altered post-17 October is the celebrity politicians’ exploitation of
social media. That is since “they realized that social media is so trendy and prevalent”, explained

Ajami.
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Knowing that the adoption of the performance techniques by Saad El Hariri, i.e. type two
political celebrity, remains uncertain as the researcher was not able to interview him, literature
guaranteed he has been trained by professionals on how to speak publicly. For instance,
Britannica (2021) stated that “Hariri worked to forge and refine his own political identity” after
winning the 2005 parliamentary elections. Also, he has been developing his speaking skills,
mainly by Paula Yacoubian, though her company “Integrated Communications”. Her firm
provides tailored and customized training to politicians and “fine-tunes several aspects including
eye contact, hand gesture, and charisma” (as cited by Yacoubian for The Daily Star newspaper).
While Yacoubian denied coaching Hariri and restricted her job to only “giving him some tips
here and there”, The Daily Star (n.d.) affirmed that “Prime Minister Saad El Hariri’s public
appearances are said to have improved thanks to training received from Yacoubian.” Assuming
that this is the case, Hariri might, unlike type one and three celebrity politicians, be preparing
ahead his speech’s impression, scripting, and staging techniques. Apropos whether he modified
his disquisitions because of the rebellion, Joseph Ajami supposed that Hariri himself and his
speeches changed 180 degrees! The interviewee quoted not only President Aoun who declared
during an interview that "Saad El Hariri has changed, he is not the same person anymore”, but
Hariri too, who informed Aoun that “I have changed.” For Joseph Ajami, conversion is
necessary “to prevent being perceived as very stubborn, conservative, and that you're not open to
new ideas.” However, it must not be acute particularly when it comes to the character since it
will damage the individual’s image. He exemplified that, Hariri has been known as a moderate
politician. Yet suddenly, amid the quarrel over ministerial portfolios during his cabinet formation

trial in 2020-2021, he took extreme positions and made immoderate declarations which altered
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his entire personality. So if truly Saad El Hariri amended his discourses after the revolution, what

he did “is a horrible change”, Ajami wrapped up.

In the opinion of the media professionals, “it's definitely a performance, all of it is a
performance!” (Ghadi Francis). Applying typical techniques is a way to brand themselves, or sell
their image to the audience, and that, for Ajami, is the job of media consultants who are in
charge of managing the image, campaign, and even the candidates themselves. With reference to
Francis, representatives do not present the same brand per every performance. Every time they
make an appearance, they sell the audience a different image and impression. To give an instance
of that, Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah, classified as Lebanon’s best public speaker, can on
a certain occasion, give the impression of the considerate, even sometimes humorous, leader,
while in another speech can seem the most threatening of all. The journalist referred to one of his
famous statements "15ducgol ) Yl Va0 §10 Yadl sabe piide (V7 s T Teae b laac d s dd )" (translated to:
if anyone, any person, thinks of disarming the resistance, we will fight him like the martyrs of
Karbala) (a reference to a battle in Islamic history pivotal to the Shia). Nasrallah managed to
project the threatening impression during that discourse in an attempt to “convey a certain
message regarding a certain goal.” Having said that, it can be deduced that impressions sent vary
according to the objective that the speaker wants to fulfill. Hence, although Bassil and Khatib
don’t manage their impressions, they are unconsciously there through their orations’ goals. The
perception Nasrallah transmitted is now stuck in the public’s minds that nothing can change it
“unless he personally tells us otherwise”, viz., if he delivers an impression that contradicts the
first. Same goes to President Michel Aoun who told the Lebanese "gh« bkolo dg < ¢ (translated
to: Oh great people of Lebanon). That phrase, which served a particular aim at that time and later

on became his trademark, reflects pride, confidence in his people, and grandeur. Ghadi Francis
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proclaimed that the leaders were exuding their ideologies and revealing a part of who they are.
Showing varied impressions is healthy because celebrity politicians must be as broad as possible
to intrigue and attract the audience more. As an illustration, Francis clarified that former
President Barack Obama is a distinct person with a distinct message almost every time he makes

a performance.

““Obama in David Letterman's'® show is different from Obama who took off his jacket, is
different from Obama when he appears with his wife, different from Obama when he's

surrounded with people, different from Obama who killed Bin Laden, etc.”

Public figures are thus “messengers”, in Francis’ standpoint, who have to ‘play their role’

exclusively at every appearance.

Moving to the scripting and staging techniques, Francis shared her personal experience with an
Iraqi official for whom she handled the ‘production of his performances’. She made clear that the
latter is the leader of a group that fought the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS) and
accordingly, had to deliver a speech after a massacre that took place in the country. Because that
was the ‘theme’, the ‘stage’ was the museum of resistance and the ‘script’ threw light on
grievance, murder, and ideology. To perfectly perform his part, the statesman was trained by
Francis to higher his pitch, tone, and voice when necessary, to pause when needed, and to gesture
appropriately. By imitating different parts of the Iraqi politician’s oration, the trainer was able to
prove that staging and scripting techniques have the power to alter the entire meaning of the

exact same statement. “Saying it calmly with a smile is a total different message than when you

15 David Letterman is an American TV host. He interviewed President Obama in his show “My Next Guest Needs No
Introduction”.
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say it with a specific tone, higher pitch, and gesture”, she adduced. As Francis said that “there
are a lot” of techniques, Ajami furthered that media consultants advise the celebrity politicians
on what to wear, when to smile, what to do, when to cry, when to have teary eyes, when to be
joyful, and so on.” As for scripting, the mass media professional reckoned that politicians come
up with a slogan as part of their discourses. This indicates that the slogans MP Gebran Bassil
includes and announces in some of his speeches, especially those made during important
occasions, such as "l azlusde B¢ launched on the 3™ of November 2019, is a distinctive
scripting method implemented, in Lebanon, by Bassil almost solely. Other means utilized is
“speaking the people’s language”. That is done by finding commonalities between the speaker
and the audience, then setting ideas correspondingly. Joseph Ajami insisted that stating a
message that the public can relate to and that resonates with them is crucial because this would
give the impression that the celebrity politician is comprehensive, and friendly as he “came down
from [his] Ivory Tower”. Francis likewise considered that a political celebrity must give the
audience what they really need to listen to succeed in creating an impact. That can be part of a
spokesperson giving the impression that he/she is realistic and pragmatic, not a dreamer. Even
being a dreamer “in a positive sense”, according to Ajami, is healthy as it gives hope to the
listeners, while ‘negatively dreaming’ projects the perception that this person is “selling [people]
words.” Hence, self-promotion and exemplification should be reflected by offering doable and
manageable projects or promises. At last, honesty, transparency, finding common ground,
remaining true to themselves, and allowing their “real personality shine” exceeds any ‘fake’ or

arranged tactic.
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Discussion

Information collected from the three research methods, particularly the interview with
Fadi El Khatib, proved Street (2004) claim that “celebrity conversion into politics is the product
of the social and political context in their countries.” Verily, the athlete’s aim of becoming a
sports minister is to enhance related institutions that were mishandled due to the parachute
politicians’ duplicity and incompetency. Moreover, celebrities’ participation in the so-called
revolution was, as uttered by Joseph Ajami, “the perfect window” for a few of them to express
their anger and willingness to fight corruption. The country’s social and political context can
however be “a golden opportunity to exploit” and promote themselves as ideal celebrity
politicians. In both cases, the Lebanese crisis was an ideal reason for public figures to kick off
their political journey from. In consistence with Doidge & Almedia (2017), popular people do
trade on their stardom to place themselves in the political spotlight. Their status is not the only
‘advantage’ they build on, but these stars capitalize on their good name recognition as well as
their influence. This is not solely the case of celebrities embarking into the political life, but type
two and three political celebrities too who benefit from their family history, and current standing
to promote themselves. Granted that these factors are vital, celebrity politicians have to make the
most out of their communication skills as well to make a successful transition from their domain
to the political world. The media, new or traditional, play a crucial role in making or breaking a
potential representative. Referring back to the literature, footballer and statesman Romario made
a good legislator because of the excellent combination of his football prowess, the politicized
climate and the effective tactics he employed. Whilst Fadi El Khatib already has a well-

established basketball stardom, a suitable socio-political context, and an effective previously
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planned strategy for the Ministry of Youth and Sports, will he be able through good use of

communication to become a next successful Romario?!

The findings have also revealed that celebrities’ engagement in politics is vital for the society as
well as democratic system. Other than enriching democracy and providing an open market for
varied names, ideas, and viewpoints, this phenomenon fosters every citizen’s right to think, and
express his/her thoughts freely. Add to that, it equally grants everyone the privilege of having
political aspirations, and accordingly, promote themselves and their image. Focus groups’
partakers and the interviewees agreed that public figures’ weighing in on politics encourage all
other people to provide their opinions in public affairs. By doing so, celebrities not only
eliminated political discussions’ restriction to the intelligentsia or the “elitism stereotype” but
broke the taboo of talking politics due to fear of reaching a clash. As a result, popular individuals
and the public will enhance their knowledge in public affairs, and decrease political ignorance;
thus, be able to make educated decisions in the future. So, in contrast to Reeves’ (2015) results,
mixing politics and celebrity does not necessarily hinder the functioning of democracy. Albeit,
unqualified celebrities might increase political discourse or discussion’s sophistry and
superficiality; therefore, it is not always healthy that they give their opinions regarding every
issue. The best thing to do, according to journalist Ghadi Francis, is to admit that they are not
well-informed in this particular field. “The problem in our society is that everyone thinks he has
the solution for everything” so unfortunately, we don’t have people who are able to frankly say
“I don’t know”. By saying so, it became evident that celebrity politicians restyled politics.
Besides, it furthered John Corner and Dick Pel’s pessimistic and optimistic positions towards it.
While Corner and Pel argued that this phenomenon encourages the public’s focus on image

rather than content, and matching the aesthetic needs of the media, Ghadi Francis added that it
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has a huge potential of increasing sophistry. Regarding the optimistic standpoint, celebrity
politicians made politics more inclusive by introducing a performative restyling. Indeed, Gebran
Bassil ensured that, today, a politician must appeal to people’s emotions, not only logic, which
makes impression management, staging and scripting vital. Francis in like manner, depicted how
performative restyling affects perception, interpretation, and even the entire meaning of a
message. Even though Corner and Pel’s perspectives encompassed the phenomenon as a whole,
Bassil added a new pessimistic viewpoint to third-type celebrity politics in general, and character
assassination in particular. The presence of type three celebrity politicians allowed for rumors
spread by people and the media to become an integrated ‘standard’ in politics. Fake news is now
powerful that people can really be swayed. That is because “politics in Lebanon is superficial; it

is based on gossips”.

In accordance with foreign celebrities’ views, the stars’ engagement in politics can truly alienate
the fans, especially in a polarized society like that of Lebanon. Although the mass media expert
deemed public figures as influencers who are able to impact public opinion and decision-making,
people are still hesitant about supporting celebrities with political aims. That is due to their belief
that, in contrast to Street (2004), celebrities just like the politicians, do not resemble nor feel the
ordinary citizens. To put it another way, they are not “in touch with the popular sentiment”
(Street, 2004). For instance, some of the focus groups’ participants criticized celebrities for
leaving Lebanon as soon as the crisis began and seeking another nationality, such as UAE’s
Golden Residency in basketball player Fadi El Khatib’s case. Even more, others refuted his
speech because he delivered it from Saudi Arabia; i.e. theorizing from abroad. On the other hand,
Khatib clarified that residing in a foreign country does not mean that the celebrities do not sense

the public’s pain. He illuminated that the uprising was not tailored to the less fortunate or
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unemployed merely, but for everyone who wants a better Lebanon regardless of his/her status.
Youngsters vetoed popular figures too because they considered their declarations as provocative.
This finding too contradicted Reeves’ (2015) analysis that the entertainment industry always
“conquers the political one.” Gleaned from participant SB’s reply that a person finds someone
maddening only when he/she says something against the former’s beliefs, one can presume that
provocation is a point of view. This justified the lack of evidence in the literature which
mentioned that MP Gebran Bassil is provocative. Even though Bassil himself acknowledged that
his straightforwardness can infuriate the listeners, the perception of the former minister varies
between his supporters and opponents. Indeed, the focus groups conducted revealed that
prejudices, basically triggered by political affiliations, affect how the public perceives and even
understands a certain message. As a matter of fact, SB, a partaker in group 1 that read
anonymous speeches, made smart guesses about whom the speakers might be. She thus
interpreted the messages subjectively. Same can be applied on participants in focus group 2 who
were aware of whom the orators are. Free Patriotic Movement supporters defended Bassil’s
speech; whereas the dissidents condemned it. Not only that, but the young adults evaluated the
orations based on what they know about the speaker. For example, while AM (FPM supporter in
focus group 2) conceded that Gebran Bassil is the only statesman who proposes solutions and
strategies rather than criticizing the situation, the representative’s opponents regarded him as a
populist because they believe his actions did not match his words. Similarly, FPM affiliates and
opponents repudiated Saad El Hariri’s claims and considered them satirical because he is the
politician with the utmost powers in Lebanon which invalidates all helplessness and
exemplification impressions he conveyed. Other Aounists assessed Hariri’s speech based on what

they know about Hariri’s family and their debt policy which led to the current crisis. To add, in
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spite of having a consensus that the discourse of the FPM leader is the most logical, GM (focus
group 2), affiliated to the Lebanese Forces, asserted that Bassil is majorly convincing “only if we
hide his name before reading the speech”. With that in mind, we would be certain that a political
celebrity’s presence affects the perception and assessment of an impression (RQ6). As a matter
of fact, Bassil adduced that some Lebanese rebut his proposals only because they are delivered
by him. Even MW (Lebanese Forces, focus group 2) admitted that she does not listen to Bassil

when he speaks.

The interviewed celebrity politicians asserted that they have never thought of impression
management while planning their speeches. Bearing in mind that Fadi El Khatib’s discourses are
almost always spontaneous; hence unprepared, Gebran Bassil focused on the importance of
determining ahead certain impressions and reflecting them through statements; yet, he never
does. This explained why the latter’s disquisitions are not perceived identically by everyone;
thereof, generate a lot of controversy. Truly, TS (FPM supporter/focus group 1) had mixed
feelings about what she read, and focus group 2 saw his speech as highly debatable. This also
answered research question 5 which aims at examining whether celebrity politicians are
perceived the way they intend. Knowing that impressions are not mapped out, some messages
were judged negatively by the young adults. To illustrate, the basketballer’s self-promotion as a
credible person who wants to fight corruption was understood as a trial to market himself by
exploiting the revolution. Saad El Hariri’s 180-degree veer in the beginning and end of his

speech shifted his exemplification and supplication impressions into hypocrisy and illogic.

Even if the interviews proved that celebrity politicians type one and three do not take impression

management, staging and scripting practices into consideration, the textual analysis and focus
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groups manifested that these techniques are actually present in every performance and identified
by the audience. To begin with the key performance strategies (RQ1), staging is basically

restricted to:

hand gesturing for emphasis, accusation, reinforcement, description, comparison, and
listing;

e c¢ye contact;

e vocal variations in the volume, tone, pitch, and pauses;

o facial expressions that mainly reveal anger, contempt, disgust, anxiety, sadness, regret,

fear, pride, and happiness.

The stage on which the performance will take place is sometimes planned as well if we take into
consideration Ghadi Francis’ choosing the museum of resistance as a grandstand since it matches
the theme of the Iraqi leader’s oration. All assessed performances were made via media, except
for Gebran Bassil’s on the 3™ of November 2019. His direct address allowed for more usage of
props (flags and placards held by the crowd), visuals (suitable background), soundbites, even
cheering of the public, and staging techniques like greeting, doing the fist, making a heart-shaped
gesture, smiling, etc. The scripting methods in political performances include the creation of a
slogan like Bassil’s "lsiala azlusde 3¢, talking the people’s language, choosing what ideas to
cast light on such as Francis’ focusing on grievance, ideology, and murder to match the
performance’s theme, word choice, reflecting empathy, and employing the three rhetorical
appeals; ethos, logos, and pathos. Touching on impression management (RQ?2), all of the three
celebrity politicians always utilized self-promotion, followed by exemplification and sometimes

ingratiation. Only Fadi El Khatib displayed intimidation, whereas the two political figures
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resorted to supplication in an attempt to acquit themselves. Knowing that the five impressions
mentioned in the theory were chiefly implemented, the textual analysis and focus groups
uncovered that other impressions are showcased and discerned. They are honesty, hypocrisy,
self-confidence, heedfulness, victimization, foresightedness, skepticism, egoism, empathy,

strategic thinking, logic, problem-solving, cognizance, populism, incompetency, and irony.

As mentioned previously, impressions are not planned ahead in Khatib and Bassil’s case. Hence,
this research could not discover what inclinations, objectives, and strategies do celebrity
politicians have from applying the performance techniques (RQ3). However, both respondents
do design their speeches according to clear goals like fighting the corrupt, explaining a proposal
or point of view, defending themselves, condemning the opposition, and creating an impact.
Establishing our assumptions on literature, Saad El Hariri is the only political celebrity who
choreographs his propaganda tactics and manages his impressions prior his disquisition delivery.
In that, his case would go along with Corner (2003) who affirmed that statesmen’s engaging in
performance aim at attracting the audience and showing a certain value like the youthful, the
ordinary, and the funny. On the flip side, Khatib and Bassil have the same opinion towards
propaganda. They both do not consider adopting typical techniques as they viewed it negatively,
and in some cases, the selfie diplomacy for example, childish. The two public figures preferred
remaining authentic and insisted on maintaining people’s love for whom they really are. This
means that propaganda, or overdoing propaganda, can not only alter one’s true self, but damage

his/her image too.

Finally, the research methods rendered too much information on type three celebrity politicians;

accordingly, provided an opportunity to examine an under-scrutinized topic. Despite the fact that
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Mazzoni & Ciaglia (2014) mentioned that third-type celebrity politicians are targets of gossips,
the study’s results revealed that rumors serve beyond just promoting these people. In fact, the
media and rivals are giving them negative publicity to terminate their political careers, i.e.
character assassinate them! Taking into account that this finding cannot be generalized as
another Lebanese politician Wiam Wahhab for example, was once a target of fake news that did
not harm him eventually, Gebran Bassil is undoubtedly a target of political assassination.
According to the interviewed experts, the reasons behind this attack are political, personal, and
psychological. Data gathered also showed how crucial are one’s character, image, and
communication skills in politics. Aside from being perceived as a person with a peculiar
character, the specialists clarified that Bassil is paying the price of an exaggerated image of a
man with so much power that was associated with him. Even MM (LF affiliate in focus group 2)
divulged that “someone with so much responsibility and power like Gebran Bassil is being
criticized accordingly” while in fact, a minister or deputy does not own utmost power according
to the Lebanese constitution. Not only Gebran Bassil himself admitted that he has some
communication weak points, but MS (FPM supporter/focus group 2) also professed that
assassination starts with a politician miscommunicating a message that the adversaries can
exploit. Ghadi Francis furthered that the legislator has not, to date, correctly ‘fight in that media
war’ which outweighs any other war. All things considered, whether character assassination
succeeded or not remains debatable as Bassil affirmed that it did, whilst a few focus group
participants believed that it is no longer effective, triggered sympathy, or created a reverse effect.
Since Bassil refrains from resorting to propaganda that can save him, Joseph Ajami
recommended mild changes in the tactics if not the entire strategy, and Francis suggested smart

rebranding. Considering that MP Gebran Bassil, unlike any other celebrity politician of his type,
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is always a character assassination victim, and keeping in mind Bassil and Francis' argnment that
the former became a target by a will of his own, the classification of the FPM leader as a third-

type political celebrity in this study becomes thus questionable!



130

Chapter 6

Conclusion

With unprecedented economic, financial, and political crises, to say nothing of an
unequalled corrupt and negligent ruling class that has been robbing the Lebanese since the
1990s, and with an emergence of a revolution, there have been tremendous politics on the table
for almost two years. Celebrities and statesmen have taken advantage of a typical situation to
deliver patriotic performances with distinct personal or national goals in mind. Although 17
October 2019’s uprising precipitated public figures’ engagement in politics, basketballer Fadi El
Khatib has been weighing in on politics way before 2019 as he announced his readiness to hold a
ministerial position as a technocrat. But as celebrity politicians are interfering in a domain
disparate from their expertise, there have been many tactics, including propaganda, to promote
political celebrities as stars too, whether willingly or reluctantly. Correspondingly, Khatib, PM
Saad El Hariri, and MP Gebran Bassil were deemed in this study as celebrity politicians type

one, two, and three, respectively.

Due to the absence of any examinations of this phenomenon in Lebanon, this research paper
attempted to explore these three cases by considering political speeches delivered during the
rebellion as performances presented by well-prepared speakers. That is to say, analyzing politics
through a performative lens by adopting Erving Goffman’s Dramaturgy theory as well as
Impression Management. By employing three methods; textual analysis, focus groups, and
interviews, the researcher was able to prove that, although in most occurrences, or at least in the

cases of the first and third type, the staging, scripting, and impression management tactics are not
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previously planned, the utilization of these techniques is there, and clearly discerned by the

audience.

This study additionally revealed that political celebrities type three, or those who unwillingly
become famous because they were targets of gossips, are very so often victims of character
assassination and not simply rumors. Add to that, the findings contradicted this concept’s

definition as the interviewed FPM leader argued “it happened by a will of his own”.

Regardless of the fact that people do perceive an impression biasedly, and that sometimes a few
orators go either impromptu or with only rational goals in mind, speakers are, in a nutshell and as
uttered by Khatib, “actors in a play in which the producer hands them in a script and they simply

’9'

perform it

Limitations and Recommendations

Due to the current pandemic, as well as a few participants’ residing in foreign countries,
the focus groups were held via Zoom. Therefore, the moderator was not able to assess
youngsters’ nonverbal cues upon watching the ‘performances’; that’s why, impression
management evaluation was restricted to partakers’ reading the speeches rather than viewing
them. Also, it would have been beneficial if the focus groups included participants specialized in
art or theater, and political science who would be able to professionally, whether dramaturgically
or politically, study the performances’ scripts. These specialists might have provided uncommon
academic angles either distinct from the dominant ideology, or related directly to the Dramaturgy
theory. Finally, an interview with PM Saad El Hariri or any of his media consultants would have

helped the researcher examine accurately second-type celebrity politicians and address Hariri’s
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case more objectively. That is to say, mitigate the interviewees’ criticisms of the Premier by
unveiling his point of view, like in the case of MP Gebran Bassil. However, none of Hariri’s

team members cooperated.

Since Fadi El Khatib delivered many of his speeches through his social media accounts,
chiefly Instagram, and because political celebrities are currently enhancing their use of typical
platforms, it would be useful to evaluate the public’s attitude towards the speeches by analyzing
their comments or interactions with the speakers on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. Finally,
based on this research’s finding that Gebran Bassil became famous by his own will, it is
recommended that future studies explore third type celebrity politicians as a phenomenon by

itself to settle this controversy.
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Appendix A Mysay

Voting Results

49.14% of the voters nominated Fadi El Khatib to become Minister of Youths and Sports

(https://www.mysayapp.com/)
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Appendix B
Fadi El Khatib’s Speech on the 18" of October — Arabic Version
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Fadi El Khatib’s Speech on the 18" of October — English Version

Oh how I desire to be with you right now! Tomorrow, inshallah I will arrive from Saudi Arabia at
11:00 a.m. and the first thing that I will do even before thinking of anything else is to join the
protests whether the airport is open or not, I even won’t care if I’ll have to walk and carry my
bags. What I care about is this revolution that makes one’s heart feel full. This revolution against
those who have no dignity, against those who made us hungry, against those who deprived us,
those who burnt and destroyed our country, against those who ruined all of the good things in
Lebanon: you ruined tourism, you deprived us from electricity, you deprived us from water, you
deprived us from hospitalization, you spread diseases in the country, is there something else that
you didn’t do yet? You’re still not ashamed of not finding solutions, radical solution, for the
Lebanese people who are dying, who are unemployed, who are not able to make any money
although you have imposed taxes. Businesses are not able to withdraw their money from banks
because Lebanon is bankrupt, because you stole and smuggled everything into foreign accounts.
You left nothing for the Lebanese people. You stole everything and you couldn’t care less and
once the state collapses you’ll leave it. But no! We have to have judges that will throw you in jail
and monitor every dollar smuggled outside of the government’s accounts: where did it go and to
whom. Stop lying at us with your “lifting the banking secrecy off your accounts” story. You
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know we are not sheep nor babies to believe something like that since the person who needs to
smuggle money will do it using other people’s accounts not his own so stop this ‘[banking
secrecy] theory’ that you’re lying about. We will keep on demanding to get our looted money
back, we will keep on demanding to have a decent country, we will keep on demanding to live
decently in a decent Lebanon; the Lebanon of culture, the Lebanon of civilizations, the Lebanon
of art, the Lebanon of sports. We are the ones who made Lebanon proud, you did nothing; you
disgraced us you honorless people. We are the ones who made Lebanon proud; we the artists, the
athletes, the actors, the singers, all the Lebanese people wherever they go they make Lebanon
proud, except you. You destroyed it and you undignified and humiliated us. But in this
revolution, we will show you that we Lebanese people do have a dignity, and that we will be able
to hold you accountable and put you in jail and that we will, hopefully, see you one day being
punished just like what happened with the Ukrainian Minister of Finance along with other
politicians. I am not putting the blame on a specific political leader so don’t assume that I am
speaking against a politician in particular, I am talking about the entire ruling political elite that
have been making us suffer for more than 20 years. We want a decent country! Had you given us
a decent country, we wouldn’t have had any problem with you, but you, instead, threw us in a
trashcan.
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Appendix C
Fadi El Khatib’s Reposted Speech — Arabic Version
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Fadi El Khatib’s Reposted Speech — English Version

... I want to talk about a topic that is not related to sports. You can consider it rage, you can
consider it coming out of pain. First [ want to salute my brother and friend Ragheb Alama. The
song that Ragheb Alameh did was not against any particular politician. Ragheb Alama’s song, or
Nadine Labaki’s film are made to showcase the pain of the Lebanese society, the things that we
are suffering from in Lebanon, the things that we are witnessing, the change that must be
accomplished for the sake of Lebanon yet is still not being accomplished. They are about the
“Switzerland of the Middle East” that people used to talk about. We currently have a country that
is being eroded by garbage, eroded by diseases. Hey politicians and responsibles: we currently
have the highest cancer rate in the world and today our passport is worthless. I give my full
respect to the United Arab Emirates whose people used to come to Lebanon for tourism and fun,
and now their passport is the world’s most powerful. I honestly didn’t want to talk about this
topic and my father sent me a message and a voice note telling me not to discuss typical topics,
but no! Forgive me dad. I want to tell you that it’s not okay to see your children and their
children getting sick, losing their own country, thinking about emigration, about leaving
Lebanon just like what every Lebanese parent including me are thinking of doing in addition to
getting a dual citizenship for their kids. Why should we do that? Can the country of culture,
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country of civilizations, and the country of tourism be dismissed? Because of what? Political
posts? We don’t need these posts; we want leaders who are able to give us the bare minimum.
We want leaders who are able to empathize with the us, to know that the Lebanese people are
resilient and strong. We were able to resist all of these past years and we have been tolerating for
20 years but all you care about are your own interests, political posts, and your deals while you
threw the Lebanese people in the trashcan. You couldn’t provide us with decent roads,
hospitalization, electricity and water. People are dying outside the hospitals’ doorsteps and in
response what are you doing? You’re threatening anyone who complains of having his head
severed. No one will sever the head of anyone! But you are not the ones to blame, it is us that
should take the blame because we actually made you, we elected you and we voted for you, we
have no one to blame but ourselves. I wish that all Lebanese wake up because even if you are not
really suffering today, you will soon once you will not be able to withdraw your salaries and then
you’ll regret it. I ask every Lebanese person who loves Lebanon to take a firm stand for the sake
of the country because what is coming is worse than what we’re facing today. Today, we are still
able to make plans and enjoy ourselves but we continue that way, we will reach devastation and
total collapse. Neither us, not anyone who loves his country will accept that Lebanon reaches this
situation. We will fight you till the end.
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Appendix D
Gebran Bassil’s Speech on the 18™ of October — Arabic Version
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Gebran Bassil’s Speech on the 18" of October — English Version

What happened was an accumulation of crises and failures that led to the people’s explosion and
[ understand them because I am fed up just like them although I could not express the way they
did because of my position, but I understand them well. What happened was expected, and what
is to come might be more grave if not rectified. In the paper that I presented at the Baabda
meeting earlier in September, I said that Lebanon needs an electric shock, a "wakefulness from
death shock" and not a treatment or a surgery. I also said that the few amount remaining of the
financial balance may barely suffice until the end of the year if we do not implement the required
policies.

What we are witnessing now can be an opportunity to save Lebanon and its economy from
corruption and wrong financial and economic policies. On the other hand, it can also turn into a
major economic, financial, social and security disaster, and plunge Lebanon into chaos and strife.
The two options are clear and contradictory, and they are summarized in two major titles: “The
Great Crash or the Daring Rescue”, and in short, it is between those who want to start fires and
“burn verdant along with the dry”, and they are known by their slogans, and those who want to
extinguish fires - or even prevent their outbreak — “by getting rid of the dry and keeping the
verdant”, and these people are known too.

Today, I have to talk about the choice that we made in the "Strong Lebanon" bloc, and about our
position, which I think most of the “spontaneous demonstrators” want as well, and that’s why I
understand the participation of the supporters of the Free Patriotic Movement in these
demonstrations, but I alert them not to be drawn into any wrong decision. That’s why I declare
that what is happening is not directed against us, but rather in favor of what we and the people
are asking for, that is, for the benefit of our country. There are many reforms proposed by
President Aoun written in the Baabda paper and were theoretically approved by all the gathered
forces, but they must be implemented, and accordingly we have developed within the bloc a plan
which includes the electricity issue, the squandering of the state’s money, the high interests in
debt service, the displaced people, corruption laws, the economy, and benefiting from Lebanon's
wealth including its seawater, river, atmosphere, real estate, water, oil and human resources...
under the title: Lebanon is rich but looted.

What is currently happening must strengthen the President’s position, ours, along with the
position of all reformers, and weaken the position of those who are opposing the reforms, those
who have prevented us from achieving it since 2005, 2008 and 2016, either through the
permanent presence of some of them in the cabinet, or their exploitative presence in the streets
today in addition to the outsiders, whose causes are now understood, uncovered and declared.
And some others, locally, are waging an economic war on Lebanon and calling for the
overthrowing of [Michel Aoun’s] term, and, today, they are taking advantage of a sincere
popular uprising to “divert it from its rightful course™ in order to achieve their declared political
goals of toppling the President of the Republic, the cabinet and the newly elected parliament
which was elected by the citizens in a just way for the first time.

Since yesterday, our position in the media, during the Council of Ministers, and throughout our
meeting that took place tonight after the Council of Ministers, is the following:
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Providing a radical solution comprehensive to the budget, the economy, and the demands of
all people.

The budget should not be approved without including reforms, accompanied by laws and
decisions within the Council of Ministers and other matters that follow within a clear
program. We included written parts of it in our recent meetings.

Not accepting the imposition of any taxes on the general public, even if the amount is small,
without imposing a large tax on the wealthy. This is based on our constant saying ““large
pockets before the small ones”. As well as taking radical measures to stop loss and
corruption, and benefit from the state’s capabilities.

Yesterday, once again, we raised several matters that could be completed before the approval
of the budget, which I will list briefly:

— Ensuring electricity 24/24 and not 20 or 21 hours in the year 2020. This means reaching
zero deficit in the budget and unraveling the network of generators that existed before
us, and we have to dismantle it.

— Banks and high interest are both parts of the rescue basket, and even if the banks were
fined, we would have worked to save them.

— Limitation of inflated measures in the public sector.

— Limiting the loss in telecommunications.

— Closing of unnecessary and wasteful institutions, organizations, and funds.

— Customs and legal and illegal smuggling, namely scanners and audit firms.

— Tax evasion and audit firms.

— Rapid actions to increase exports and reduce imports. It has been talked about protecting
everything that is manufactured nationally by placing very high fees on imports to
protect our balance trade.

— By a decision of the Council of Ministers and before approving the budget, the rescue
plan “McKinsey”, the investment plan “Capital Investment Program” (CIP), and the
reform plan “Cedre” will launch. As well as the formation of ministerial committees and
other specialties to work in parallel and begin the workshop.

— The matter of the refugees and setting up a government policy based on their return to
their home country. Also, securing the necessary funding for the state by the
international community and not only for the refugees. I am listening to the people’s
righteous demands and they are asking for job opportunities in the midst of this
competition. How will we be able to solve our crisis if we do not deal with and solve
the refugee crisis first?

— Adoption of laws to recover looted funds, lift banking secrecy, and lift the immunity of
deputies, ministers, and employees. During our meeting yesterday, I asked why the
government had not passed this law yet, not our law but any typical law, which would
give people confidence that we are working seriously.

— Results of a group of matters, such as the sovereign fund, coordination between the
public and private sectors, maritime properties, and the approval of the finished gas
tender, were issued. It is sufficient to take a single decision in the Council of Ministers
to save hundreds of dollars per year. And what is most important in this group is the
commitment to the decision in the Parliament, after the political blocs, present in the
Council of Ministers, have approved it. They can increase it, rather than decrease it so
that we do not lose these projects because of the biddings.
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5. There is something more important than when the budget will be approved, and we know
well that it must be approved urgently, but the most important thing is to approve these
matters with it. Due to the lack of time, I proposed yesterday to hold continuous around-the-
clock meetings on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, even if we have to sleep in the Serail to
finish work early next week. I am worried and I did warn about the fact that we no longer
have the time, as the financial sector can’t bear us and will eventually collapse. People can
no longer tolerate us as well and they will rise.

Today, we are still able to do all of the mentioned matters in a few days, not to give people promises
to get them off the streets, but to meet and work while people are still on the streets. They form a
source of pressure for us to work quickly and effectively, without setback, deceleration, and
procrastination. The government, or whoever wants it, gives itself an opportunity, just as the
people can give it a chance for a few days to finish this work, while they remain on the streets. In
my speech I gave on the 13™ of October, I had set a due date on the 31 of October, and I think
that it is more than enough time given for us to be done. If the Government cannot do its job then
it should resign, since it is responsible for us falling into the second option that we were talking
about. Unfortunately, the alternative to the current Government is blurry, and it could be much
worse than the current situation, especially the absence of a Government, and this is considered to
be worse.

The other option that we do not wish for it to happen is chaos on the street leading to strife.
Remember that there is a known — unknown fifth column that exists among people. You may know
some of them from their slogans and appeals, while others you may not know them since they aim
to cause problems and to ruin and destroy the country. So what is coming will be worse because
we would have reach the impingement of the financial situation hence our Lira collapses and
people will lose their money and that’s when the worst disaster occurs which will transform the
country from chaos state to hunger, and people will end up brawling and we may lose this beautiful
scene that we are seeing today of the Lebanese being united, since it may be divided due to the
need, the slogan, and the appeal. Dear Lebanese, imagine this situation without a government,
without security, without money in the markets and banks, without flour and fuel. Where do we
take the country then? I have warned of this scenario for a while, and I did not dare to put it out in
the media, but it was written in the paper of Baabda. I am telling you about it today not for people
to leave the street, but it is their right to demonstrate and express their anger and we must help
achieve these demands and, together, try to avoid the worst as long as the opportunity for rescue
is available.

Prime Minister Saad Al Hariri is ready, the Secretary-General of Hezbollah, Mr. Hassan
Nassrallah, has spoken with us for seven hours and his position is clear, and the Speaker of
Parliament, Nabih Berri, is enthusiastic about the paper of Baabda. Political capabilities must be
available. Time and solutions are present. It is enough to show people that we are serious about
achieving something, for example through the three laws of corruption or any of them: lifting
immunity, lifting banking secrecy, and recovering looted funds. I stand ready, as I have lifted my
own banking secrecy. I ask the ministers and deputies of our political bloc to lift their banking
secrecy and immunity and to present themselves to a special court for the recovery of looted funds,
as we have put in the law.

We have the nerve to pass these three laws and come forward. Will the others come forward as
well? This would be a true sign of trust for the people.
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Finally, I would like to address our people on the street and in the Free Patriotic Movement by
saying: You are the reform holders and annexation of the country. We will not spare you for the
rescue when the reform lags and the country is lost. Stay with us. Listen to us. Until next time.
Thank you.
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Gebran Bassil’s Speech on the 3™ of November 2019 — English Version

People of loyalty, as we have promised each other on the 13" of October in Hadath, we meet today
on the road to the “People’s House in Baabda. Marking the half of the presidential term let us
start a popular movement, because we alone, through constitutional institutions, cannot achieve
complete change. It became necessary for you to participate with us. At the time, I called it turning
the table, but people preceded us and overturned the tables.

We had warned our partners that we are getting here and we cannot continue like this! We gave
ourselves a chance until the 31% of October! The people got ahead of us and started, and that is
what we were invited to start today. We are not here to contradict or confront them. On the
contrary, we are here to strengthen them, stand by their side, and continue together.

Young women and men of Lebanon. Many have believed that you are indifferent to your country,
and your uprising came to prove them wrong. Even if the music was a way to attract some, the
National Anthem remained louder than any other sound. I followed you, moment by moment. I
heard your voice and saw the enthusiasm in your eyes. I saw myself in you through the anger
coming out of your throats. We, like you, rose against injustice, and because of that, we do not
wrong anyone. As much as I felt the sincere anger of the majority of you, I also felt the injustice
that I am subjected to from a minority among you who were directed from the outside to do so.
For me to make sure that your revolution is successful, I will tell you this: “The revolution is an
uprising on injustice, but it is not biased, otherwise, it falls and ends.”
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It is not fair that we suffer injustice twice. Once from the symbols of corruption, and once from
the victims of this corruption. They denied, isolated, and persecuted us from 1990 until 2005, and
carried out the policies of loss, looting, and corruption. Yet we came back by the power of the
liberation dream and the power of the case that we fought for. We entered the State and started the
second kind of fight against corruption. We were alone, as usual, and started living the dream of
building a nation. We have not lost hope that our people will realize this dream because our bet is
only on our people. Today we see together this dream. Do not kill the hope that we are uprooting
the corruption and building a nation. If you generalize the charge of corruption, then you are
protecting the corrupt without knowing. And what does the corrupt want better than being equal
to the moral character? The corrupt deforms the image of the moral character with lies and rumors
until they become alike. If you accuse everyone, the corrupt and the moral characters, we cannot
hold anyone accountable. That is how the corrupt avoid the judgment and the moral character
becomes the victim of the charge!

And for this reason, the slogan “all of them means all of them” should be of accountability and not
of injustice. They all have to be held accountable and we’re the first ones. They all have to be held
accountable if they are corrupt and we’re the first ones. However, we are not all corrupt and
scoundrels. Corrupt are those who have built their palaces with the state and the people’s money.
The scoundrels are the one who have installed checkpoints and took illegal taxes, reminding us of
the militia and the days of the war.

I dared to disclose my accounts. Not only did I lift the banking secrecy of my accounts, but I
disclosed my accounts two years ago without being asked by anyone. Yesterday, our ministers and
deputies lifted their banking secrecy and invited the rest to do the same. Some do not want to!
They argued that this is not enough! Let this be the beginning. After that, you are welcome to
approve the laws that we presented on lifting the banking secrecy and the immunity of current and
former officials and employees, as well as the law of retrieving looted fund in order to hold anyone
who practices public affairs accountable that is to say: confidentiality, immunity, and recovery.
Confidentiality, immunity, and recovery.

For fifteen years, we have raised the slogan “freedom, sovereignty, and independence” until we
restored all three of them. Today, we raise the slogan “confidentiality, immunity, and recovery”
until we recover our money, which will settle our deficit. Instead of blocking the roads on the
people, let us block the road on the deputy that refuses to approve these laws, and on the politician
that escapes accountability, and on the judge that does not want to hold anyone accountable or
enforce the law!

Let us not block the roads on ourselves with political demands that are unable to be met today,
because you will be speeding up the financial crash. The time is today and the priority is to delay
the crash, not to speed it up. We could prevent it. Let us demand accountability and that can be
achieved today. Let us cleanse our political system and survive the crash. At that time, we will be
able to fulfill our demand to have a civil state without overthrowing the system, but rather
developing it throughout the constitution. By establishing a Senate that would have the power of
entity and the Charter. Furthermore, we apply administrative decentralization and extended
finances that facilitate the lives of the Lebanese people and develop their regions. This is how we
start with a unified Civil Status Law and gradually move towards a civil state, based on Article 95
of the Constitution. We have already prepared a complete project, which we will announce on the
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first occasion. This is the ideology of Michel Aoun, and this is his school that takes people
willingly towards the modern, civil, and secular state.

People of loyalty, we came to President Aoun to derive support from him, not to give him support,
but to get it from him! We are here to join him in implementing his program, which he announced
by the half of his term. The first “clean hands” operation imposed by the people is for all current
and former officials and employees to be obliged, by or without law, without judgment and
prosecution, and complaint, to automatically disclose their accounts’ activity from the very outset
of the assumption of their responsibilities before the Special Investigation Commission of the Bank
of Lebanon. If necessary, a special judicial commission shall be formed headed by the Supreme
Council of Judicature.

Those whose accounts are suspected shall be referred to an investigation, while those whose funds
are not clean shall be referred to trial. Those who declare their money and possessions before the
Constitutional Council shall be subject to a comparison between today and the time when they
assumed their responsibilities. This will be the second type of disclosure to the public opinion.

This is how people distinguish moral characters from the corrupt, and through the judiciary, they
will know who is innocent and who is a financial criminal. And only then the lie and programmed
political assassination will be revealed.

This the challenge of moralism that the “Free Patriotic Movement™ raises in front of all people.
This is how we go to elections sorting out the moral characters who have accepted to do this work
from the corrupt who refused. People know how to distinguish between them.

This is our role, and the role at that time is more important than the situation. Sometimes the
situation binds you, just as what happened to us, while the role always frees you. Either way,
dignity is more important than both. In the face of dignity, the position does not matter. Our dignity
is our morality. Young people, our good manners and morality does not accept, nor do we accept,
that the revolution ends with the staying of the corrupt and the departure of the moral characters.
Young men and women of Lebanon, we did not make a mistake by coexisting with the corruption.
On the contrary, we fought it and we did not remain silent about the corruption. We named them.
There have been a hundred problems with them before you and it is not our responsibility but the
responsibility of the judiciary, which blocked the files. We believed that through the reconciliation,
we would be able to achieve reform, and here we admit that we have failed. We failed through
consensual reform because among the corrupt is a network of interests that was stronger than our
political capacity alone. However, we can tear it down with your help. Yes, we made a mistake.
We made a mistake when we got distracted with work and projects. We were concerned with
achieving more rather than confronting those who lie and distort our image and plant a false image
of us in people’s minds. We thought that the truth would come out at all costs and that it is stronger
than a false impression. It became clear to us that this impression caused by lies, rumors, and
political assassination has become a reality in the minds of some people. But the truth will prevail
in the end, I assure you.

We got it all wrong when the idea of us crashing into an entire sect got to us every time we contact
the corruption of a leader or an official in a sect. When we considered preserving national unity
was more important than preserving our image and defending our morality. And when we thought
that the saying ““Lie, lie, something sticks in your mind”’, we can win over it with the saying “Work,
work, clear any clouds of minds”. As for our biggest mistake, my friends in the Free Patriotic
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Movement is the thing we are proudest of and because of it we pay the high price, as well as being
subjected to targeted campaigns against us. It started with the good people saying “All of them”
and ended with the main drivers to us alone. We moved from “All of them” to “Only them” because
the main goal is to overthrow the [President Aoun’s] term and eliminate us politically.
Nevertheless, [ say that no one can cancel us since we are the people. We are not only a movement
but the people. The most they can do is delete us physically and the people will proceed and
nothing can stop us.

My friends, my comrades, our biggest mistake is our greatest pride. It is when I said, “My loyalty
is not to anyone in Lebanon. My loyalty is to Lebanon.” Our pride is that we said that our national
unity is more important than the whole world and that one-third of our people are not terrorists.
We will not accept the isolation of any of our components so that our country does not explode
from within, and that no matter what the cost, we will not be a tool in the hands of foreigners. We
are proud that we have settled with a major component in our country to fortify our nation, without
the settlement being on the financial accounts or bargaining at the expense of our country. Our
pride is that we said that we are fanatics of our patriotism, racists in our Lebanese nationality, and
open-minded in our orientalism. Our biggest and greatest pride is when we said that the Lebanese
residing and dispersing comes before the migrators and refugees. However, they said, “Refugees
come in, Gebran go out”. Our pride is when we did not conspire with a foreign state against the
children of our country, nor did we conspire with the children of our country against a foreign
state. We are proud that we were able to turn Lebanon into an oil country despite the desires of
many who want us to remain minors financially. We are proud to have returned the Charter and
full partnership of the Lebanese, and made them feel that they are equal in rights and pride. We
are proud to have returned the balance between our administrations, institutions, and economy.
We are proud that we have reconnected the dispersed to their homeland, and that we have restored
their rights to citizenship and their rights to vote. We are proud that we did not enter the corruption
system and did not participate in any deal with the corrupt, and we challenge anyone to prove
otherwise. Our pride is that we “torture” and not obey and oppose anyone who wants to volunteer
us to become part of a political structure that we reject. One that we do not resemble, nor does it
resemble us. Our retribution is huge because of all of this. Our retribution is great because we
know a lot and we are even more stubborn; however, do not be afraid because we can handle more.
And I’'m telling you, “Watch out, because we have difficult and long days ahead.” We were racing
against time to prevent the crash, but corruption, loss, and public debt preceded us. We can endure
this because we are the people of loyalty, while the people of betrayal are very few in our ranks.
In big crises, my friends, two things emerge. Fear, which we can understand, and betrayal, which
we cannot understand and has no justification. We are Aoun’s generation, and for us to endure a
lot, there must be neither fear nor betrayal among us. Yesterday, the President of the Republic
charted a path for us to abide by and walk to achieve our dream of Lebanon. To General Aoun, we
say, you taught us that “For Lebanon, everything is easy and possible.” And to the Free Patriotic
Movement, I say: I hear your heartbeat and I know how each one of you feels. I told you before
that we are on the way to a frugal October the 13", Now we are in its core, but you can get out of
it because you are the children of October 13, 1990. You are the children of resilience. Behind
every dark cloud, the sun rises. And the Free Patriotic Movement has been and will remain the sun
of Lebanon.

And to my mother, I say — and God bless all of your mothers in the squares and your mothers at
home — I apologize to you because I’'m the reason you have been hurt, yet you are not guilty.
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Nevertheless, mom, you taught me to love Lebanon and that my dignity is not more important than
the dignity of my country. You taught me that no one can reach your dignity unless you do it
yourself by an outrageous act. You know what you have raised, mom. You have endured a lot, but
time will restore your right and the truth will prevail because only the truth will triumph. Long live
loyalty. Long live the people of loyalty. Long live the Free Patriotic Movement. Long live
Lebanon.
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Saad El Hariri’s Speech on the 18" of October — English Version

At these critical moments, I must address the Lebanese people directly and be candid with them,
because despite everything we were and will remain one family named Lebanon. The country is
going through a difficult circumstance that has no precedent in our history, and I hope the Lebanese
will hear my honest words carefully, away from the political biddings that we have seen on the
screens since yesterday. What we have witnessed yesterday from the suffering of the Lebanese
people is a real pain, and I feel and recognize it and I am with every peaceful movement to express
it. However, the important thing is how we will deal with the situation and provide solutions,
because that is the responsibility that the Lebanese people entrusted us with, knowing that this
tragedy exploded in the streets yesterday. For the past three years, I have been trying to address its
causes and offer real solutions for them. More than three years ago, I told all of our partners in the
motherland that our country was under circumstances beyond its control, and that year after year,
it spent more than its income, and its debt became so great that we can no longer continue in that
way. Electricity costs the state two billion dollars per year, as well as the chain of the ranks and
salaries that we are committed to turn out to have exceeded expectations and cost about two billion
dollars in additional deficit per year. Not to mention the differences in debts, loss, and so on. I
stated that the solution is to reduce the difference between the annual expenses and the annual
income to not reduce the need for new debts in the first stage. At the same time, I told everyone
that the real solution is to increase the State’s income, namely, to develop an economy that will
create employment opportunities, especially for young men and women. And since this is the best
solution, we cannot implement it on our own with our capabilities. We have agreed with all our
partners in the country on reforms, and there is no solution without them. I have taken these
agreements to our brothers and friends in the international community, and here I would like to
clarify the following: Reforms do not mean taxes. Reforms are the way Lebanon works on
reclamations and others. So, we have to change all the established laws since the years 1950 and
1960 because we cannot live in the year 2019 while working with old laws. So I informed our
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friends in the international community of our decision and asked them in return to help finance
this solution — meaning, to infuse funds to breathe a new life into the Lebanese economy — and
they agreed, thankfully, based on these reforms, they will finance this solution with 11 billion
dollars. This is the CEDRE Conference in a nutshell. I asked my partners in the State and the
government: “Do you think that the problem is other than that?” They answered: “No.” I then
asked them: “Do you think the solution is other than that?” And they answered with “No”. This
means that they have not proposed any other solution. And for that reason, I put my trust in God
and took action. However, ever since the beginning of the government formation, I kept finding
myself in a procrastination period and faced with every bump in the road lasting for weeks, months,
and seasons. I stated “Electricity Reform”, because electricity alone represents two billion per year.
Since the formation of the government, I have been holding meeting after meeting, committee after
committee, and proposal after proposal until I finally reached the end line someone came to say:
“It does not work.” We have moved to the first direct step, which is to reduce the deficit. We cut
expenses to the maximum and asked where can we increase our income? We held meetings,
committees, and contacts in order to reach an agreement, and when we reached the end line
someone came to say: “It does not work.” It is the first step in the reform and it also does not work.
Instead of focusing on solving deficits and reforms, they cared about settling scores at the expense
of time, that is, at the expense of the people, or settling scores with the international community,
knowing that we agreed to encourage it to help us and invest in our economy. Consumer Protection
Boards “does not work.” Each committee of ministers includes at least nine ministers, "so that
everyone would be happy." A National Unity government — We understood! National Unity
committees as well, but the result remains, “Nothing is working!” How? Any person who faces a
political performance as seen for months and years will react with anger. Anger! Of course, it is
the result of the living conditions, but it is based on the level of political behavior in the country,
which is the main reason for procrastinating solutions, hesitating in decisions, and disruption of
the state in the face of every problem, big or small.

Perhaps there are parties on the inside who rejoiced in everything that happens and turned a blind
eye, so the groups took the streets and rode the wave of young men and women who stood in the
face of everyone, including me. It can be said that there is a foreign plan to sabotage the situation,
or that there are regional changes and the balance of power turned over, and that if it settled down
in Syria, it would be ruined in Lebanon. However, all of this does not negate the fact that there is
a real pain that exploded yesterday. The people gave us more than one chance three years ago;
"The first time, the second time, the third time, and the tenth time." They waited for us to do
something, to start reform, to launch projects, and to secure jobs for young men and women, yet
everyone remained seated, felt comfortable with their time, and cared about scoring points in the
court of others. Let us go back to the days when the country was disrupted when the government
was shut down, and back to the harassment and the problems. How much did it cost money and
the economy, and caused a decline in growth? The Lebanese were waiting for the government and
all the politicians to take their work seriously, but we only presented them with political objections
and records. I do not want to start with the biddings, and I know that many are waiting for “Saad
El Hariri to be attacked and be made a victim”, and there are people who started throwing their
scoundrels at us, just as they did in the past with the martyred Prime Minister Rafik El Hariri, but
this is a matter that we can overcome and talk about later. What I care about today is to talk to
people without flattery and tell them how anger is planted in their hearts day after day. Everyone
knows that I resorted to a political settlement in order not to lead the country into a new civil
conflict, and I decided to turn the tables on myself so that it would not turn on the country. For
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four years and more, I turned corners and traveled from one country to another to secure
opportunities for support, assistance, and investment for Lebanon; however, I started to see things
differently after everything that had happened yesterday. It is not a look of remorse because I made
the settlement. It is because I do not regret it, as I did my duties to protect the country and restore
consideration to the constitutional institutions. The people sent us a message, but they have been
waiting for us to send them a message for several months now and explain to them how to get the
country out of the pit of chaos, loss, and corruption. For months, we have been waiting for our
national partners and the Government to go along with the agreed solution, but we can no longer
wait. Whoever thinks he has another solution, he should have presented it earlier, and even if he
decides now, for reasons of his own, to make another solution, we tell him: There is no need for
people to suffer, there is no need for the street to explode, and there is no need for people to clash
with the army or security forces, God forbid. So let him come forward and for us to organize a
quiet transition, take control, and implement the solution he is thinking of — the solution he thought
of. We tell him: May God be with you. But more importantly, no matter what the solution is, we
no longer have time. Personally, 'm going to grant myself a very short time. Either our partners
in the settlement and the government provide a clear, decisive, and final answer that convinces me,
the Lebanese, the international community, and all those who are expressing their anger in the
street today, that there is a decision by everyone to achieve reform and stop the loss and corruption,
or I will have another say. I say again, it is a very short notice and should be clear to everyone. In
case you were wondering how long is this short notice, it is seventy-two hours. Long live the
Lebanese people. Long live Lebanon.
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Saad El Harir’s Speech on the 29™ of October — English Version

Retrieved from https://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/0ct-29/494557-hariris-
resignation-speech.ashx

For 13 days, the Lebanese people have been waiting for a political solution that stops the
deterioration. Throughout this period, I tried to find a way out, through which we can listen to
the voice of the people and protect the country from security and socio-economic risks. Today, I
reached a dead end, and it has become necessary to create a big shock to face the crisis. I am
going to Baabda Palace to submit the resignation of the government to President Michel Aoun
and to the Lebanese people in all regions, in response to the will of the many Lebanese who took
to the streets demanding change, and in compliance with the need to provide a safety net that
protects the country in this historic moment. I call on all Lebanese to make Lebanon’s interest
and safety, the protection of civil peace and the prevention of economic deterioration prevail
over everything else. To all the partners in political life I say: Our responsibility today is to
protect Lebanon and prevent any fire from reaching it. Our responsibility is to improve the
economy, and there is a serious opportunity that should not be lost. I place my resignation at the
disposal of the president and all the Lebanese. Positions come and go but what is important is the
dignity and safety of the country. I too say: “No one is greater than his country”, May God
protect Lebanon, may God protect Lebanon, long live Lebanon.



156

Appendix H

Transcribed Interviews

Dr. Joseph Ajami, political communication expert.

Nour Salame (NS): What role do celebrities engaging in politics play in democratic systems?

Joseph Ajami (JA): The first thing that comes to mind is that in a democracy or democratic
system, anybody has the right to vote and to be voted for and the right to market himself and has
the right to promote their names, ideas, images like anybody else. So in that sense, definitely,
like any other group in society, they have the right to do that and consequently they foster the
idea that democracy accommodates everybody and welcomes everybody and democracy can
lead to great competition among politicians and celebrities; competition for public opinion, for
public approval, for votes, likes and shares on social media, competition for getting an edge over
the others. Definitely all of this fosters democracy. Of course, there is competition either among
politicians or among celebrities who, for example Fadi El Khatib, wants to utilize his status in
society in order to gain more publicity and more promotion.

We can relate this to Libertarian theory which allows for competing ideas, even the false ideas. It
is an open market, a marketplace of ideas; it is open for everybody. We don't have the
Libertarian but we do have many things that allows anybody, any name, any artist, any sports
figure to compete and to present their ideas and themselves to the general public. So Fadi El
Khatib is capitalizing on his fame coming from his athletic prowess. I think the same applies for
the politicians but the thing is that the politician is already known and has a celebrity status,
particularly Gebran Bassil and Saad El Hariri who are already celebrities: Hariri capitalizes on
his last name and Bassil on his status as a leader of a party, being the son-in-law of the President
of the Republic, etc. So I am not sure how exactly political figures can win bigger status or
bigger celebrity status, but as for Khatib, he can take advantage of it unlike Bassil and Hariri
who already by profession are politicians and leaders, and they both assume power as a prime
minister/leader of huge political bloc and as a minister/leader of a party. But Fadi to be able to
enter the political world, he surely needs the media and definitely social media as a forum to
make this transition: from being a celebrity in the sports world to being a celebrity in the political
world. No doubt the media will help him, will foster his chances, will enhance his opportunities
and will make him even a bigger name and that what actually happened to the extent that at one
point and even now, his name was being thrown around as a potential government minister. This
means that he already put himself in a position to be thought of as a potential government
minister in any new government. Another question that must be asked is how much is he seeking
or working on this new status outside the sports world. So how much is he really working on it I
don't know but I am sure that he is doing that. For example, he first just finished his role as a
sports figure so he retired from basketball, he has the time and the status and the name to pursue
a political career and he currently has at his disposal a great place in the social media as well as
the media in general to promote his new status as a possible politician. In short, already his name
is there in the sports world but now the power or the challenging thing about it is to make this
transition from being a celebrity in the sports world to becoming a celebrity in the political
world. This transition is made easier because of the fact that he is famous already in his domain.
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I can give the example of Jessica Azar, my former student, who was and continues to be
somehow a celebrity: she has a status in the media world, she has her own program, she was an
anchor woman for a major TV station in Lebanon, regardless how I feel about MTV, and she
tried to make that transition, and she even did not make a transition, I discuss her case in my
Media Ethics course, imagine that she remained a part of MTV newscast two weeks before
election time at times when she was a candidate for the Greek Orthodox seat in Metn. So in this
case, it was easier for her, just as it is easy for Fadi El Khatib to enter politics, since a part of the
status, name or image that the potential politician creates, is name recognition. So they overcame
this phase which is called "name recognition". I also remember Jimmy Carter when he first came
to the seen in 1976 in the United States election campaign, he was the former governor of a small
state in America called Georgia and he was a peanut farmer he was not a celebrity as in national
figure. Then he gave one interview to the Playboy magazine, before social media age, and he
was known for being a family man and had a closely knit family; he used his mother Lilian, wife
Rosaline, and brother Billy as a part of his campaign, and he came from a very religious family,
Southern Baptists, and regardless, in his interview with Playboy magazine, which is not a girlish
or sex magazine as some believe, it is a literary magazine but uses nudity. So he made a claim
saying: "yes I love my wife but I do lust after beautiful women!" but imagine that one interview
jumped him into prominence. Indeed, overnight he became a celebrity, he became a household
name in the US knowing that Playboy magazine sold 7 million copies and all of a sudden he
became a public figure and next he did become the President of the US. So even in those days,
the media can make or break a campaign, can make a celebrity, can create a celebrity no doubt
and now more than ever because overnight you can become a social media sensation, you can
have millions of followers, you can become a very important blogger, you can become a
celebrity in a nutshell.

NS: What are the advantages and disadvantages of a celebrity participating in the political life?

JA: Advantages:

1. The ability of capitalizing on fame. For example, Jessica Azar was already known and she
capitalized on the fact that she was very well known to many people especially in Metn and
especially that she is affiliated to the Lebanese Forces, and especially that she works at MTV. So
there are many elements that must be addressed beyond the person him/herself. These are
extraneous elements like where do you work, the kind of sports that you do so for example if you
were a golf player the approach would be different than when you are a basketball player, same
goes to when you are a chess player it is different than when you are a soccer or American
football player. Hence there are many other things that must be taken into consideration.

2. An already established name recognition which means that people know who is that person.
Of course with social media you can promote your political platform, political agenda, you can
capitalize on your political affiliation just like what Jessica Azar did since she belongs to the
Lebanese Forces and so on.

3. They have followers which means that people do love them, example Fadi El Khatib, and this
is a part of celebrity status that you have followers; you have people who follow you, you have
people who idolize you and look up to you, and [the celebrity] has already established trust and
credibility as being a sports figure in the case of Khatib or anchorwoman/journalist in Azar's
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case. Credibility is so important: this means that people think highly of you and this is an added
advantage no doubt. In the same context we must pay attention to the concepts of fame and
infamy. Infamy is the state of being famous for the wrong reason, a criminal for example, like
Abou Bakr Al Baghdadi and Ahmad Al Asir, they are famous but they in fact are infamous.
Unlike them, celebrities have what we call the fame and their fame is positive unlike infamy
which is negative and this helps them a lot: an already established image, the number of
followers, people looking up to them, and their trustworthiness in their field of work. Not only
Fadi El Khatib but same applies on Bassil and Hariri as they already have huge names hence
they don't need name recognition; that is a big advantage. Think of it as follows, it would be a
long road to hoe for a person coming out of nowhere to establish him/herself as a potential
candidate or politician, i.e. they have a lot of work to do. But today it is made easier thanks to a
large extent to social media. Today anything you say, anything you utter will go viral in no time
at all, will be seen, read, or heard by millions of people. I have told this story long time ago
during Obama's term: Obama and I have the same number of followers on Twitter; he has 17 and
I too have 17, but he had 17 million while I had only 17 persons. So this is funny in a way that
how much time do I need to collect this number at times when he already has them! That if we
don't want to talk about Donald Trump who has 60 or 70 million followers. So you can say that a
regular person requires passing through many phases to reach his goal whereas the celebrity is
able to skip many of these phases; there's no need that he passes through them all but can dismiss
like 3 or 4 stages. Truly, he already has everything: the name, the glory in his field, just like Fadi
El Khatib who is probably the most celebrated name in the history of basketball game in
Lebanon, and the others (Bassil and Hariri) have a history; whether a minister or leader or
candidate or current deputy (Bassil), and Hariri is the son or heir of a politician and belongs to an
empire called "Hariri Empire".

Disadvantages:

1. If the celebrity makes a mistake, a lousy mistake, or as we say "if he makes a misstep", the
media can ruin his potential. As an example, Gary Hart was the leading candidate in the
Presidential primaries in America in the 1980s up until a young, beautiful model called Donna
Rice sat on his lap on his yacht at time when he was the leading candidate at the two primaries.
Definitely, a sleazy magazine called National Enquirer put that picture on its cover which is sold
as tabloid in all supermarkets and everywhere in America. It was found that this lady was his
mistress, he was having an affair with her while he was married and had two daughters. To show
you how media can make or break a celebrity, [Hart] even challenged the media as he told them
"if you can find something on me, do whatever you want". So somebody took him up on that and
he followed him that night and at 2:30AM, he saw Gary Hart going into Rice's apartment and in
less than one week he resigned and quit the presidential campaign. So today, you can't do
something wrong especially that you have social status people always look up to you to perform
a certain level of excellence. For example, if Fadi El Khatib scores only 10 points in a game,
people will consider that he had a bad night. The point is that he or a celebrity is always under
scrutiny and people have high expectations of that person. Therefore, any little fall or snafu or
misstep may ruin the credibility of his person. Also for example, imagine what they did to
Gebran Bassil during the so-called revolution, it is definitely a misnomer, too bad it's not a
revolution. He became the butt of the jokes and he became targeted by insults and by chants to
the extent that one immoral reporter said that "this song, the "Hela Hela Ho" became a national
anthem". Every person who is against him kept on repeating this song and he even 'entered the
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collective memory' of the Lebanese which is another disadvantage: every time you think of the
Hela Hela Ho or any time you think of Gebran Bassil, you automatically think about his mother
or about the song that people sang in the streets. As for Saad El Hariri, he is eventually the son of
Rafik El Hariri and has to maintain that level of political power and credibility just like his father
which I think is the biggest lie in Lebanon's history particularly when they say that Rafik built
Beirut but that's what they put in people's minds and these people do believe that Rafik El Hariri
built Beirut. He in fact built it but how and at what costs, and how he made Lebanon one of his
private companies and how he used to buy the public or the government's properties and then sell
them to the government to make money that is a different story.

The most important disadvantage in short is that it is a status and a burden at once. It is a
blessing since you don't want name recognition as people recognize you, recognize your status
and image, you don't need someone to introduce as you are already a household name but you
shoulder plenty of responsibility being a celebrity: being the heir of Rafik El Hariri, or being the
son-in-law of the President, or being a leader of a political party means that you have a lot of
responsibility and all eyes are on you; everybody is looking for you to fall down and make a
mistake and the biggest disadvantage is that this mistake can be magnified because you are a
celebrity.

NS: What objectives do politicians who do propaganda have?

JA: One of the objectives of propaganda is name recognition; to make a name for themselves,
that is number one. Another thing is, you know from the tools of propaganda we have what we
call bandwagon, so when you become that famous you want everybody to jump on the
bandwagon; i.e. you want more fans, more support, more approval rate, etc. So the main
objectives of propaganda is to make a name but name alone is not enough since it might have a
negative connotation just like what we have discussed in infamy vs fame. But after creating a
name for yourself, which is the first step in propaganda, you start doing things under different
names because as you know we say in propaganda that when something is done for propaganda
purposes it seizes to be called propaganda. This means that propaganda seeps through your mind
without even feeling it that's why [the politician] starts resorting to similar things like public
relations in order to prevent its becoming obvious brainwashing, one of propaganda's tools. One
example is what the Americans in Lebanon are currently doing. You can see the advertisements
especially on LBCI where they show the ambassador distributing face masks or presenting an
olive press in Akkar etc. as if they really care about this country and its people. Here, we can see
the fine line between public diplomacy, propaganda, and public relations. You and I won't
believe whatever she is doing but according to regular people, this is not propaganda, there is
good work and good will, it's public policy but in fact this is public relations not to call it
propaganda. Eventually the goal of this [propaganda] is to market yourself, ideas, and image. If
you did not have an image you must create one. If you had a slightly tainted image, you try to
ameliorate or improve, change or alter that image, or you should create an image from zero. For
example, once Michel Aoun became president, they dubbed him the "Father of All" and look
what happened now, poor him, it actually burdened him because they gave him a very big
responsibility. So the objectives of propaganda are: creating a name (name recognition), creating
a good image, generate publicity, no doubt this is a chief part in this work, and it is also free
publicity it costs nothing, and definitely in other developed countries they spend money on
political advertising, in one of the phases, to promote themselves and promote their political
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agenda. Of course you need the charisma and money because eventually being a celebrity, a
public figure, or a politician involves many things so name alone is not enough you have to add
some deeds, town meetings with people, join the people... in order to plant in the people's mind
the idea that you are a good guy; hence, a trustworthy guy, worthy of your votes.

NS: So based on what you're saying and what you have mentioned about the American
ambassador to Lebanon, propaganda is working on people and not that they are not believing it
or they know that this is propaganda?

JA: For many it is working because you must pay attention that in propaganda, you use the
common men and women; the man on the street, i.e. you target the people resemble "Average
Joe" as they say in America. So they interviewed some people like a farmer, a teacher, an oil
merchant, and an olive planter, and all of this is definitely edited and structured, that's why the
viewers believe that because the ones who are talking are people just like me and you, in addition
to the fact that [in the ad] they mentioned their names, and the name of the village, and they
showed us the process. All of this is part of propaganda. Other people doubt everything and will
directly say this is propaganda, we won't go into the conspiracy theory, but it's the easiest thing
to say that "this is propaganda" or that "Americans are bad", etc. But in general, propaganda
works because people think it is public policy, which is good will, whereas in fact it is
propaganda.

NS: What makes a politician a target of gossip or fake news?

JA: First, he is an easy target because he gives them "food for fodder" or "food for thought"; they
give us the chance to discuss many things in this country, every day they give you a reason
[something to discuss] whether the media or the politicians. Because of their status, politicians
and celebrities, and part of the territory of being a famous person is that you are targeted. No one
will target someone who has no followers or power or political position, etc. By the mere fact
that the politicians and celebrities who have already established themselves in their own fields
being politics or sports, they automatically make themselves a target for gossip, gossip
columnists, or media in general because, as mentioned in the disadvantages, you bear a huge
responsibility on your shoulder and people expect you to perform in a certain way or level and if
you go below that level you will become an easy target, you will become a prey for the media.
And media as you know thrive on bad news and celebrity status. Take for instance the paparazzi,
they follow celebrities not any regular person and that is the case everywhere; we follow their
news. For example, long time ago when Rafik El Hariri threw a tissue paper as he was walking
out of a meeting, LBCI aired this shot 32 times whereas it would air it only once had any other
regular person threw a tissue paper. Another thing, psychologically speaking, people are
fascinated with news about celebrities; they need to know about their children, their hair style,
their rituals, habits, what they eat, the diet they are following, etc. because it's supply and
demand. Celebrities are under a "red spotlight" because of their status and because people need
to know anything and everything about them. Also, sometimes the politicians or celebrities give
some interviews away from being a politician or a sports figure, which means that they want to
project another image of themselves to the public; image of a family man, a man who goes to
church probably every Sunday, he plays with his grandchildren, goes out to nature, goes
hunting... because they know that this is supply and demand and that the public likes to know the
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tiniest things about them and specially about politicians being celebrities and assuming so much
responsibility. Do not forget that usually people love juicy stories and any story about a celebrity
makes news or even becomes national news. Also, gossip has been a major part of journalism for
a long time. Indeed, many newspapers in America have gossip columns just like some of our
websites or programs that follow the news of celebrities and so on. Another thing is the theory of
agenda setting: the media today does not teach us how to think but gives us content to make us
think and talk about, thus gossip is part of that and people find it fascinating.

NS: What makes politicians targets of character assassination?

JA: That is a political game no doubt and it goes beyond entertainment and gossip. It falls deep
into what we call political agenda of his opponents as they try to find any gap or any little
misstep or mistake, or any statement that he makes to capitalize on it and try to ruin his political
career. In my opinion, this is all politics and part of it goes back to the fact that he is a celebrity
and, in Gebran Bassil' case for example, he is of great interest for all people whether we like it or
not. But he is mostly targeted because of politics. If we want to analyze the case psychologically,
it would be partly because of envy: no one works for 18 hours like this man, no one is as
ambitious as him, no one is that controversial, no one was that worth the traveler when he was
Minister of Foreign Affairs, of course that made him a target. Another thing, other than gossip
and envy, is that he holds so much power or at least he is perceived so. For instance, people are
accusing him of being the shadow President of Lebanon in place of his father-in-law but on the
other hands, President Aoun himself said in an interview for Al Joumhouriya newspaper that no,
"Gebran Bassil is my student, I don't work for him" but of course he consults with him. So it is
character assassination because he holds so much power, because he has political ambitions,
because his father-in-law is the President of the Republic, because he has the largest political
bloc in the parliament, because he is controversial, so surely, his opponents are waiting for any
misstep to capitalize on it and to try to ruin his image. Definitely, here comes propaganda too:
they propagate the idea that "yes he wants to become a president at any expense, at any cost,
even if he has to ruin the country”, they take advantage of a small idea which makes him a target
of assassination. And these opponents are succeeding to a large extent. For example, they put in
the people's mind, independents or opponents because those who are with him support him to the
extreme, that he is currently standing in the way of forming a new government. So they are
giving him too much power in an attempt to make him fall from this pedestal that he is on. They
are using all kinds of tools like fake news, they present an image of him being so much
ambitious and a dictator who is even obliterating opposition within his own party, etc. and they
are succeeding to a certain extent. For example, they now made a big deal that some people left
the FPM because of Gebran Bassil. All of this is giving them content like what we said "food for
fodder" to foster the theory of political assassination because they want to terminate him
politically since others do have the ambition of becoming president too: [Sleiman] Franjieh has
this ambitious, [Samir] Gegaea has this ambition too, and almost every Maronite in this country
do have an ambition of becoming the president.

NS: What are some impression management, staging and scripting techniques that politicians
adopt during their speeches?
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JA: Impression management equals selling themselves. It is all related to creating an image, or
enhancing an image, or altering an image which is the job of media consultants who have a role
in managing the images, political campaigns, and candidates. You know they tell them what to
wear, when to smile, what to do, when to cry, when to have teary eyes, when to be joyful, and so
on. Their role is huge when it comes to promoting these people and selling their images.
Definitely, the principle tool today is to address the public; i.e. make speeches whether via TV
interviews, or live online addressing the fans just like Obama who was the first president in US's
history to use effectively, efficiently and adequately social media and was the first US president
whom social media greatly contributed to his campaign because he created this engagement on
social media and used it for fundraising, he raised 600 million dollars for his campaign online, he
used fan groups for debates and came up with a slogan. A very important thing that they include
in their speeches in an attempt to sell their programs and images is the creation of one or two
slogans, preferably one slogan that must be consistent and 'enter' the people's minds. Take into
consideration Coca Cola which created hundreds of different ads but the slogan remained as is
for many, many years "smile and the world will smile with you". Burger King as well: "have it
your way", etc. Same slogan, different campaign, different ads. Same goes to any candidate or
celebrity who wishes to create a name for himself, enhance his name, or project a certain image
must come up as part of his political discourse with a slogan. To give you an example, Obama
created two slogans: "yes we can" because he was black so even though they only consisted 13%
of all Americans, yes they can, and he was able to do it because he did the grassroots campaign
which is another important thing: appealing to grassroots i.e. the common man in his speech.
This can be summarized in one sentence: You have to speak the people's language. Tailor your
message according to what the people need in order to appeal to the largest, widest, broadest
audience possible. How you do it? Talk their language. I have always said when I used to teach
creativity and copywriting: nowadays, no one has the energy to read long texts or a one-full-page
ad except in only one case, if they felt that they are personally addressed in this full page. So this
is the special thing about speech making: that you find the commonalities between you and the
people, you speak their language, you create and promote a slogan for the campaign, you come
up with things that are doable, manageable so that you don't seem a dreamer and selling them
words, and you include in your speech things that people can relate to them and things that
resonate with your public. If you do otherwise, and appear as if you're living on a 'very high
bridge' you have to descend towards these people, you have to go to these people and make
speeches: go to the Husseinieh, to the churches, etc. Do like what Saad El Hariri did once
although people made fun of him that time but he took off his jacket during his speech. You have
to also removed the 'velvet gloves' and talk to the people. Another example is the American
Independent Ross Perot who gathered nearly 20% of the votes because he came up with
grassroots campaigns which means that he talked the people's language.

NS: Can you list some of the impressions that the politician aims at conveying to the people?

JA: The most important thing is that they deliver something they are contented with i.e. your true
beliefs. They have to project honesty and credibility without seeming like a dreamer. So don't
promise them paradise or heaven. They have to appear realistic, pragmatic, yes a dreamer but in
a positive sense [ mean that, according to Fadi El Khatib, "yes we want to overcome the problem
in this country and the politicians failed to do so and I am considered new blood so I can help
you". This thing, "new blood", can't be said by Saad El Hariri. That's why in here, there have to
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be some differentiation. Same goes to Gebran Bassil who is a spitting image of Michel Aoun.
But someone new can definitely say it since he is new blood, new generation of politician, new
slogan but doable, new ways to talk to the people; go down to their level, come down from your
Ivory Tower just like what the Father of Public Relations Ivy Lee used to say: "bring those
people down from their Ivory Tower to the level of the people", and definitely they have to have
a flawless political program which means that they are not only coming to unseat somebody else,
or that they are only coming to become celebrity or for money, no, but they are here because they
have a different political agenda and program and definitely they have to use their own
personality: let your real personality shine! Smile, use your nonverbal communication properly,
dress appropriately so if you want to go to a corn farm don't wear a suit! The point is: find a
common ground between you, as a speaker, politician, or a potential decision-makers and your
people.

NS: How did the revolution affect the participation and engagement of celebrities in politics?

JA: This revolution was like a golden opportunity to exploit. It was an opportunity for many
people even those who do not believe in it or who do not even go to the streets, and it happened
so often in Lebanon that's why we saw many celebrities from different fields; the musicians,
actors, reporters, and even the media outlets themselves who did not hide the fact that they were
supporting the so-called revolution starting from MTV, NewTV, and even the first two, three
days Manar TV and NBN. So this provided them with a great opportunity to express their views
up to jumping on that bandwagon because even politics and revolutions are fashion! It is trendy
so you don't want to be left alone or feel as if you're sitting in the confinement of your home and
doing nothing. So it provided them with an open forum in addition to social media which played
a big role in helping them express their views even when sitting at home since few of them went
down to the streets and the others were just theorizing from their homes. Add to the fact that it
was accessible, easy, cheap but even free, the chance was there, the political status of the country
gave them good content that they were able to exploit, all in all, they took advantage of this
opportunity to enhance their status and make them look that they are citizens in this country as
well not only celebrities; caring citizens, citizens who want to see a better future for their
country, who want to get rid of corruption and of the so-called political system/regime. It was
really a window to go through and express their anger, indignation, and pain. No doubt some of
them were very honest and sincere but others were simply riding the wave as we've discussed
regarding bandwagon. Who needed more than a typical historic event, like the revolution or even
the port blast that destroyed quarter Beirut, to join the so-called revolution. But some people
because of their political affiliation like the Shia who discovered that the revolution might be
able to target Hezbollah among other targets, withdrew from it. But some other citizens, and the
artists [celebrities] are regular citizens as well and they need a better country, found that the
revolution was that perfect window. Pay attention to the fact that public figures do know that
they have many followers and anything they say will go viral, will be read by millions of people;
they are influencers! They influence people and will make them think: if this famous person is
protesting against the regime why shouldn't I follow suit? Take Fadi El Khatib for example, if he
is tweeting about the revolution, you will say "wow", so he gives you incentives to join, like,
share and subscribe to his ideas. So they are aware of this, that they have so many followers, that
many people look up to them as influencers and this is a great opportunity to make a nudge or
dent in people's opinions, behavior, and political ideology. They also know that some people are
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open to both ideas, an independent person for example will change his mind this way or that way.
That is similar to political campaigns in which they do not target strong Republicans in America
or people affiliated to the Kataeb party in Lebanon since no power on earth will be able to
change his mind, so these campaigns target the undecided or independent voters that can be
swayed this way or that way by a political speech or by a political statement of by a post on
Facebook, or tweet and now all politicians in the world, major ones or not, use social media even
the Pope, the President, Prime Minister and so on, they have their tweets, their websites, fan
clubs, etc.

NS: How did the revolution affect how people perceive a politician's speech. If it did affect, were
politicians forced to modify the techniques they use to maintain the same influence on people?

JA: The answer is related to how credible is this celebrity. So it's just like when you give
somebody the right to discuss a topic because you think he is an expert, you are a politician, you
are a successful businessman, successful sports figure because when a benchwarmer in the NBA
talks it would be different than when a starter in the All Star game talks. Same goes to if you are
perceived as a good guy or a bad guy. Now some of them work on their image and change it to
gain more followers and fans but in the case of others, their image is planted in our heads; when
you think of a certain politician, something automatically comes to your mind. Hence, it is harder
for these people to change; whether their image was positive even if it's great, or if it was
negative it will be more difficult for us to change our perception towards these people. The
challenging and tough task is when you know that you have to make some changes in your
speech-making, or political program. Here, they should listen to what the majority believes in
and talk their language. It is okay if you change your political stand, and it is better if you are
daring enough and brave enough to admit that if people need this then I want this too and I am
not shy about changing my opinion about a subject. It is not easy to change your views and your
entire political discourse and narrative but it should be done, not can be done, but should,
because you would be doing polling at that time; you be measuring the pulse of the public
opinion. In public relations we talk about evaluation mid-campaign. Hence they must not wait till
the end because some changes must be done if things are not working as planned or matching
your goal. You have to change. I am not saying that you have to change your entire views or
affiliations, but you can change your tactics if you can't change your entire strategy. You can
change the way you address your people, or the channel of communication. For example, not
everyone is on social media so you will have to appear on TV. Other people don't read
newspapers, etc. That's when mid-road evaluation must take place. You have to change to
prevent being perceived as very stubborn, conservative, and that you're not open to new ideas,
etc. You shouldn't change the basics, you have to sell your image, programs, and beliefs, you
show your people that you are honest, and sincere, and you show flexibility as well, you even
talk with your opponents sometimes not only your supporters to gain people's trust.

NS: But because of the revolution, people started waiting for the politicians to make the tiniest
mistake in order to criticize them and their speeches, so do you think that politicians were forced
to change the way or techniques that they used to adopt in their speeches or their approach
remained as is?
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JA: They changed little things but in my opinion, they increased their utilization of social media
because they know how prevalent it is today and how omnipresent it is; it is present everywhere,
and is inescapable, particularly among the younger audience and this is something important
because, for example, imagine the number of youngsters who would be at the age of 21 next
elections hence will be able to vote unlike the last elections. And according to studies, social
media appeals more to people between 16-35 than people between 35-50, etc. So they had to
change their tactics and check what works, evaluate, and see the feedback mid-process: check
people's comments, how many people shared, if you've gather enough fans or enough money in
case of a fundraising, if people are really reading whatever you have written or said, how many
people tuned in, downloaded or uploaded a video that you've made... So post this revolution they
realized that social media is so trendy and is prevalent hence exploited it more than ever which is
healthy and fine as long as you stay away from character assassination or fake news. Thus show
people that you are honest, and efficient with the new media. They also enhance the use of
whatever currently works and they added to it social media especially when they want to appeal
to younger audiences. Pay attention to the fact that Fadi El Khatib is only in his late 30s hence
must have a huge appeal to the sports fans and the younger generations so they must ensure the
increased use of these platforms but during all of these phases, they can't get rid of their political
consultants or media consultants and image makers which is not shameful! For example, the
most challenging task today is to change the image of Gebran Bassil or to promote a new guy
like Fadi El Khatib. It is definitely doable. Same goes to Saad El Hariri. And even more,
yesterday President Aoun said during the interview that "Saad El Hariri has changed, he is not
the same person anymore." He even asked him "what happened to you?" and he told him "I have
changed". But this change must not be acute and 180 degrees since a total change in one's
character will damage the image. They can't change that much because people are expecting
certain things from them, or from you Saad El Hariri, you can't change 180 degrees. You have
talked for so long about being moderate and today you say: "we have stopped the count" as in
you are reminding the Christians of the favor that you're no longer counting how much
Christians count in Lebanon and you're giving them half the cabinet regardless. This is a horrible
change, you used to talk about moderation, that is moderation in your opinion? This is a major
PR task for all of them. Fadi El Khatib needs a little bit of name recognition among non-sports
fans, and that he is able not to only have basketball skills, but leadership skills as well and that he
knows the hardships in this country and has a vision for the country, and the others [Bassil and
Hariri] their task of selling themselves are is that tough because their already have name
recognition and a political ideology, etc.
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Summary of MP Gebran Bassil’s Interview

NB: The researcher was not able to record the interview hence a summary not a transcript
about the main points covered. Also, the interviewer was not able to follow with the deputy
the same order of questions because he did not agree on the categorization.

All viewpoints are merely the interviewee’s responses and they do not necessarily reflect
the researcher’s point of view.

Upon introducing the topic to the interviewee, defining third-type political celebrity, and
mentioning that, accordingly, he is the case study, MP Gebran Bassil contended “I disagree”. He
considered that it is not true that “by no will of his own that he became a target of gossip and
fake news”. Rather, his character and political performance played a role in him being a target.
He claimed that he used to work a lot when he was a minister, and spend long hours, sometimes
till to 2:00 in the morning, at the office. “For many politicians in Lebanon, that is a problem,
because they’re there, but they don’t work. I am their antipode, and they hate this ‘model’ in
politics.” He added that he is dissimilar to other politicians as he entered the political realm with
different purposes and goals which might represent some things they are not. Add to that, many
Lebanese favor the official who talks not the one who works. He gave the example of the
electricity issue as he deemed it is the accurate representation of “talking vs. working”. “You
hear all Lebanese saying “they didn’t provide 24-hour electricity”. Bassil acknowledged that
people are reasonable, but questions why hasn’t anyone looked into the detailed plan that all
previous ministers have set and worked on, queried the politicians who theorized about the
failure of this project, then examined the reasons behind its failure. To further support his refute
of the idea that it happened “by no will of his own”, the deputy stated that his working to give
back the Lebanese Christians’ their rights will definitely make him a target because other
politicians believe “I am snatching something from them, they don’t like it.” He added: “same
goes to the accuse that I am racist because I want Syrians to return back to the safe regions in
their home country.” In general, Bassil concluded “it did not make me famous, I don’t think so.”
He reckons that he has been facing this “attack” for 16 years, ever since he started his political
career. As an illustration, they spread news about him spending 700 thousand dollars on his
convoy to visit Syria, when, in fact, he didn’t even go to Syria. On that account, he supposed that
opponents succeeded in character assassinating him as he affirmed: “whatever happens in the
country, they blame it on us saying we’re corrupt”. Sadly, people can be swayed. That is
basically because “politics in Lebanon is superficial; it is based on gossips”. The interviewer
thereof informed him than one of the participants in the focus groups considered that character
assassinating Gebran Bassil is no longer reaching its goals or doing the impact it is supposed to
do because, by theory, smear campaigns can majorly affect the undecided; whereas in Bassil’s
case, what we commonly hear is “okay, he is corrupt, but he’s not the only one, why are you
solely attacking him that much?” “That’s the point” Bassil replied. “I am not corrupt and I refuse
to be one of them [the corrupt politicians], which basically means that they succeeded at, at least,
spreading a false image about me; hence, character assassination reached its objectives. It is
similar to when someone accuses Samir Geagea of murdering people during the war. You’ll find
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people telling you: “okay he killed, but he’s not the only one”, it’s the same concept with only
one difference; he’s not the only one but he really killed back then whereas I didn’t! Proofis, I
always ask them to prove their accusations, I even asked the Americans to do so after they
sanctioned me; howbeit, they proved nothing. So character assassination succeeded because,
although there are no proofs, people still don’t believe it and refuse to see anything positive.”

The interviewer told Bassil that although research indicated that he is provocative, literature
provided nothing to justify this accusation except for MP Edy Maalouf’s claim. Accordingly, he
was asked why he is considered as such. Gebran Bassil granted that his character cannot be
always tolerated by people. He admitted that he is forthright and sometimes utters things that
might hurt the other; “maybe I am really provocative, maybe it’s a character-flaw, a defect,
perhaps it’s my boldness or my candidness, but that’s not the point in politics. What matters is
whether I am corrupt or not, whether I work for the sake of the country or not.” Moreover, others
are jealous whenever a person exceeds them in one way or another, so this surpassing provokes
them.”

Talking about the scripting/staging techniques, as well as impression management, the
interviewee asserted that he never planned what impressions he needs to convey while preparing
his speech “which is where I go wrong”. “I know that a politician must appeal to people’s
emotions not logic all of the time.” This might have helped him overcome people’s refusal of his
words or proposals only because they don’t love him, he assumed. Nonetheless, Bassil ensured
“I perfectly know and set my objectives when preparing my speech”. He listed five different
goals he mainly uses during different discourses:

e Sometimes it is to explain about a project I am proposing;

e Sometimes it is to defend myself against something negative that is being said about me;

e Other times it is to attack/condemn an opposition;

e Sometimes it is to clarify to the public my point of view towards a certain topic;

e Other times it is to create an impact. “That is especially true when I am addressing the
FPM supporters because, particularly post-revolution, I am sympathizing with them, I
think they are being attacked or bullied and what I intend at doing is to raise their
morale.”

Based on this response, the interviewer asked Bassil whether he changed his discourse approach
or style post the revolution in order to be able to make an impact. He replied that he kind-of
changed his approach because he added a sixth goal which is “letting people really listen to what
I am saying or proposing because they usually refute it only because I am delivering it.” For
example, “I now count to ten before saying something especially if it might offend someone. I
am also trying to reflect my sympathy with the Lebanese post 17 October.”

One of the questions was aimed at knowing why Gebran Bassil thinks he was one of the targets
during the revolution: was it because he is controversial? He is an ambitious politician as
mentioned by Dr. Joseph Ajami? Because of his ideology and plans? His relations with
Hezbollah? Or was it disguisedly targeted against President Aoun taking into account that he is
an image of him? The parliamentarian’s answer was simply: “all of the above, and I would add



168

another reason: they want to end President Aoun’s continuity which we, the FPM, the Aounists,
represent.”

Finally, the interviewee queried whether he thinks that adopting some propaganda techniques
could have helped prevent him being a target of gossip or fake news. Bassil answered,
“definitely yes. However, I don’t like to adopt typical techniques like the selfie diplomacy and so
on because I am authentic. That is who and how I am; I am natural and I don’t do this type of
effort.” Aside from viewing some of these techniques as childish, Gebran Bassil lastly disclosed
that he has “weak communication points, and that is one of them, but that’s me, eventually.”
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Ghadi Francis, journalist and political campaigns specialist

NS: What are the advantages and disadvantages of celebrities' engaging in politics?

Ghadi Francis (GF): As for the advantages, first, you normalize people's interest in the public
affairs. Unlike regular politicians, when a loved and nice sport public figure engages in politics,
he encourages other people who have other ideas to express themselves as well, i.e. removing the
‘elitism stereotypes' as in restricting public affairs to the intelligentsia only because countries and
public affairs develop when they both become the responsibility of every citizen. So when a
paradigm of a real, civil citizen engages in public affairs issues, he would be a good experiment
for the society as a whole. Another advantage is that it would benefit him personally because he
would have more responsibility; hence, will improve himself and thus will become a better
person because when Fadi El Khatib, or any other celebrity, appears on TV to talk about
economics for example, he will first educate himself on the topic. Subsequently, this would
develop him into a better leader. I mean that if he is working on himself, then he is becoming a
better politician or public figure. So from an athlete he will educate himself to be able to talk
about public affairs issues. So there are some advantages for him personally and other
advantages for public affairs as well. A third advantage is to diversify the narrative in politics,
which means that we will no longer have the exact same ideas repeated by everyone.

The disadvantages are, first, that sophistry will increase which is when the person talks about
something he is unknowledgeable about especially that in Lebanon, one must be very accurate
yet we don't have any standard for accuracy. So in the case of Khatib, he is supposed to be
talking about sports, youths, even developmental or business topics because he recently opened a
gym since he is knowledgeable about these topics. However, what typically happens in Lebanese
politics is that celebrities give the opinions about everything, so rather than help increasing the
value or developing public affairs, they would be increasing its superficiality i.e. everyone talks
about everything. I am not talking about Fadi El Khatib, I am talking that disadvantage in
general: it is that one would be lowering the level of the political speech as well as its profundity
and wisdom because anybody with any background, whether this person has a political
experience or not, will give his opinion regarding everything whether the electoral law, the
judiciary system, administrative structures, etc. The problem in our society is that everyone
thinks he has the solution for everything. The perfect thing to do is simply to say: "I don't have a
solution for this [particular issue], I only able represent you in this specific part, I can work with
you on this part" but unfortunately, we don't have [typical people]. A second disadvantage is that
in many cases, all of the celebrity's work and career will shift to serve his political ambitions, so
instead of developing himself into a better person and ennoble as a result of working in public
affairs, he will become a profiteer who made all of his work a way to reach his political goals.
This is a big possibility and happens with many people. So instead of saying: "I want to represent
Lebanon in this or that way", he will say: "with whom should I build relationships in order to
win the elections". Accordingly, his integrity in his initial job will be decayed. For example, if he
is a businessman, he will make specific deals [that will benefit him], or whatever his job is, he
will become a tool or means and this is so critical because this is sometimes accompanied with
corruption, discretion, bias, personal interest, exploiting people, for example, I would hire
someone in my firm only I this person elects in my district. He will change into a politician or
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practice politics in his day-to-day life, he'll even marry a woman according to his political
interests. In many successful politicians' case, their wives were part of their politics. Everything
in his life transforms into "how can this help me politically or work on a political level" which I
think is not bad as this is how it is played eventually. However, in the case of celebrity
politicians, this is considered a disadvantage. Another con is that sometimes their weighing in on
politics will affect their image, they will be damaged as individuals, so, especially in Lebanon
since it is a polarized society, when they give a political opinion, a part will be against him and
another will support him hence his initial job will be affected: he will enter this chaos!

NS: What objectives do politicians who act like celebrities or do propaganda have? Do their
techniques really succeed?

GF: Yes, they succeed but this depends on the quality they are presenting whether we are
analyzing Saad El Hariri's case or the concept in general. Propaganda did not really benefit Saad
El Hariri for several reasons: because in Lebanon even if he was perceived as funny, the opinion
of his opponents will never change nor it will increase his popularity since popularity does not
depend on [propaganda] add the fact that he is not a fresh, clean politician. For instance, he has
his own baggage which makes it impossible for me, you, and everyone to believe that he will be
able to solve Lebanon's crisis even if he keeps on singing "Hala Bel Khamis" till 2036. But yes,
he projects a certain character about him so that's the advantage. In general, it is not always good
for politicians to act like celebrities because they have to be real with people but when they act
like celebrities by being real, like what Justin Trudeau does or 101 Public Relations which is
done by the Queen of Britain, or has been done by several politicians throughout history when
they used to get people to the court and interact with the common people to help form the image
of the leader in people's minds. Today, media became more broad, we currently have social
media, Instagram, TVs, which makes them act like a celebrity to a certain extent by posting a lot
of pictures, by interacting with all issues, for example they talk about LGBTQ, etc. to be more
and more real and available so this is all related to the development of media. The pros of
propaganda are that it makes people feel that they are close to them, and they let them remain
more in touch with the real world which adjusts and enrich their political choices in case they
were clever and doing propaganda for a certain goal or objective. I don't think that it has
disadvantages unless when it leads to sophistry. For example, when we're having huge national
crises and the politician's approach appears as trifling for fun. For example, when the UAE
launched their rocket to Mars, people on social media posted an old video for Saad El Hariri
throwing a paper airplane. What he did showed how pathetic Lebanese politics is and how
pathetic he is too; hence, his propaganda wasn't for his advantage that time. Although [Hariri's]
video is old, had I been a politician, I would never throw a paper airplane for any reason, or ride
a bike like he did [in the Serail]. I can approach typical things but while maintaining my 'real
character': the politician has to always be real, not only as in spontaneous, but as in reflecting
who I really am too. It would have been better for him if he for example shot an Instagram story
live from his home in the cinema he has inside or how he plays PlayStation rather than [his team]
bringing him a bike to ride in the Serail and film it. Be a celebrity but be a real one: your things,
do not act outside, outdoors, do not set a show; do not take off your jacket on stage, no! Taking it
off as you're entering your house, go live and say "hi everyone, I just got back from the cabinet
meeting and that's how I look right now"; this kind of real. But here, we act even when we're
being real!
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NS: What makes a celebrity a target of gossip, fake news, and/or character assassination?

GF: He becomes a target if he has something and people want to fight him. This is how the game
is done. Even in Hitler's time, Joseph Goebbels used to make posters for Hitler and then
character assassinate their enemies, this is how it's done. Today, the techniques changes and the
struggles' nature changed too between Hitler and Gebran Bassil and even Ghadi, I sometimes
face character assassination, every person might be a target of character assassination when he is
harmful for someone, for an agenda, a group, a political party, a nation, anyone, and in this
political game, people are being 'fought' by being smothered; by character assassination, by
targeting their popularity. How do you target someone else's popularity? Even if you kill them
sometimes their political group will not lose political popularity. Today if he (Gebran Bassil) is
assassinated in person, his political group would grow, he will be replaced in a way and his
political group would grow i.e. the Christians who are affiliated to him. But if I character
assassinate him, he will fail, and if he fails there would be another political group that might
inherit his popularity. That's concerning Gebran Bassil in particular. Bassil as a person was a
target because he is the spearhead or the logo of [President Aoun's] term and he is the logo of his
alliance with Hezbollah and politically perceived for the last 3 years as the leader and that he is
the head of the 'entire thing' but in fact he is today paying the price because it showed that he
does not head the entire thing; he is not really capable of doing a slight change in the Lebanese
government, he is not able to appoint someone without the consent of everyone. But he served
this 'l am the leader image'; therefore, he was held more responsibility for this role. Had he kept
Nabih Berri on the front lines, no one would have attacked him. It is also blamed on the character
he adopted for a couple of years now which shows that "I want to prove myself all the time, and |
succeeded, and I am the minister of foreign affairs, etc. " On a personal level, I think Gebran has
so much self-confidence or self-flattery that makes one not always accept his character, and I
constantly criticize him for this, but then when they started character assassinating him, I became
fair: I realized that this is all character assassination, okay he believes he is of great importance
but he is not the entire system after all. He failed but he is not responsible for this crisis; the
crisis started in the 1990s. So Bassil served character assassination through his personality and
his TV appearance in which he always makes a mistake and by taking all positions that allows
people to be against him. For example, he went to Zgharta, he upset Zgharta residents, he went to
Bcharre, he upset Bcharre residents, he went to the Jabal, a problem was created because of that
visit, so he created a provocation to all of these people that it became so easy to make these
people fight him.

NS: But why is he considered provocative? For instance, when I was writing my justification on
why he is considered a third-type celebrity politician, I only found articles saying he is
provocative but no one justified why or mentioned at least one statement to explain why he is
considered as such, I found nothing except for one claim stated by Edy Maalouf saying: he has a
peculiar character that might not be accepted by everyone.

GF: He is provocative for a very clear reason: he did not enter the Lebanese politics in the same
way that others did, so he is dealing with totally different brands [the other politicians]. He
actually entered this field as a new brand. But one time he needs to deal with them on the basis
of "I don't resemble you", other times he wants to deal with them on the basis of "I can play your
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exact same game in a better way". So as if he made with them a deal by saying "I am sitting here
with you, I am the strongest one among you, but I don't resemble you" or "I am playing this
game but I don't resemble you, you are the bad guys and I am the good one" for all them but he
couldn't convince anyone.

NS: So he didn't have proper influence?

GF: Influence in popularity is different that influence in politics and that's the fine line between
being a celebrity and being a politician. A celebrity is someone you like, you comment on their
posts, you follow what they're wearing, you wear what they're wearing, you take the brands, you
enjoy their lifestyle, sometimes you enjoy their input or their output, whatever they post,
wherever they go; they are people that you watch but they are not people that you choose to lead
you in politics. So

NS: Does this mean that you agree with what Gebran Bassil said in the interview that it is not by
no will of his own that he became a target, rather he somehow played a role in this mainly
because of his character?

GF: Not by no will of his own definitely. This happened because of his political work. It's not
that he was sitting at home and suddenly they decided to target him. The one who by no will of
his own became a target is his son. But Gebran became a target because of a reason not because
for example they didn't like the way he looks. Also not because of his character but because he is
a spearhead in a certain political project hence is the target; whether it is named [President
Aoun's] term, or Hezbollah, or whatever; "the names vary, but the intended is one: Gebran"
("I sl W Wapagl sllagua ™)

NS: Are targets of gossip and fake news always targets of character assassination?

GH: No it can be different. I remember when once they spread fake news on Wiam Wahhab, it
was for his advantage big time. The fake news was that he was targeted at the Lebanese-Syrian
borders by a drone aircraft. Consequently, he created and headed the Arab Unification Party and
made a big deal out of it when in fact, it happened that yes there were some bombardments in
that area and it happened that he was on his way back from Syria! So this fake news for a few
hours transformed him into a national hero and he exploited it to make his campaign. Fake news
as in fake is not always bad. Always keep in mind that "bad publicity is the best kind of
publicity" but it depends on the purpose of the fake news. For example, if someone spreads fake
news about me that I got paid 30 million dollars from the Americans, all Shiites would stop
loving me and all Americans (or affiliates) will start loving me, and vice versa if it happened the
other way. So, it depends on what the fake news is, whom it serves, why, and how can you make
it stick in people's minds. Like I see many fake news about me but its impact is related to your
popularity or influence in a specific field.

NS: How can character assassination affect the public? Does it always succeed in reaching its
goals?
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GH: Throughout history, politicians like Bill Clinton were targeted using sex scandals, same
goes to Trump, Princess Diana and her husband, even Hollywood is currently smothered by sex
issues and the MeToo movement, so sex is always scandalous. But when the politician is so
strong and stable, this scandal won't really affect him and will be able to overcome it. For
instance, Trump became the President of the US regardless. This means that, no, it does not
always harm the other. The media usually use sex, money, and scandal to attack a politician.
Other news published to really attack and harm a politician and always succeed are related to
betrayals that are accompanied with trials so they do not remain fake news that's why they hurt
the target. However, first, fake news and gossip must build a solid base in order to be able to
harm the person. For example, in Gebran Bassil's case, media built a base then attacked
everything else, so for instance, try to convince people that Gebran does not own a private jet
before defending him in anything else. They created that image of Gebran.

NS: In the case of Gebran Bassil, do you think that had he used some propaganda techniques, he
would have been able to prevent character assassination or now solve this problem?

GH: If his team was very, very smart, yes he would be able. But honestly, he once tried to do
something like posting a picture of him while grubbing. The first thing I did is that I retweeted
this picture and wrote: "The consultant who decided to upload this photo is terrible". That is
because not any campaign can be convenient to any person. They must take into account who the
person is and the purpose of conveying a certain image. For example, they could have really
created an impact if they spread a video showing a person standing in front of Bassil in his
office, furiously trying to convince him of something while Bassil very calmly replies "you're
totally right". People would have said "wow, look at how humane he is, look at how he deals
with his employees". But a picture of you posted on your social media? How will this change the
way I perceive you if [ initially have a bad image of you?! He tried a lot but the problem is the
lack of purposeful communication. His problem is similar to that of President Bashar Al Assad
as well as almost all leaders in the Middle East. They hire the most important PR firm in the
world yet this firm does not really know about the political arrangements in Lebanon to be able
to determine how the Lebanese people actually think. Al Assad hired a British firm and Bassil
hired an American one I think, but they both did not succeed. It can help him improve and
develop but it will never understand what actual image and perceptions do Lebanese have about
him unless it spends a year or two examining and analyzing the Lebanese society, diversity,
Gebran's political history, then plan on working with the Lebanese media, Gebran's team,
Gebran's wife, his assistant, consultants in sociology, the FPM, etc. to create a very purposeful
campaign. That's how they will succeed. A picture on Instagram is useless.

NS: I think the problem is that Lebanese politicians adopt techniques that were already made and
succeeded abroad, they think it will work in Lebanon as well. Truth is, it will not. For example,
Obama's tactic of taking off his jacket while talking was a success, but when Hariri made it here,
people did not understand what he is trying to do or convey, so they made fun of him.

GF: Exactly. Same goes to Bashar Al Assad when he delivered his first speech after his victory
over ISIS. His entrance to the People's Assembly of Syria what was the typical entrance of
President Vlademir Putin to the State Duma: the same entrance, the same realization, the same
camera, the same red rug, the same way of opening the door to him, the very exact same, but
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Assad never became Vlademir Putin, he failed. It showed some grandeur, of course, but it wasn't
properly adapted Syria; hence, his opponents did not change their minds towards him or believed
that he is the true leader that Syria needs. They simply looked at this video, said "it's a nice

video, nice directing techniques" but their perception never changed. The campaign must be
inspired from the receptors because this politician represents them as well as the objectives and
target he has rather than reproducing another person with different aims' campaign.

NS: Why did the so-called revolution that started as "all of them" ended by attacking certain
politicians? Are they more controversial than the others?

GF: That's a very deep question. First, put aside the event itself, it is not about the event, it is
about the media. Who works propaganda? The media. The smart 'hub' that works in the media
and communication which is the West, America, Europe, the activists, NGOs, social media,
Google, Facebook and Twitter analytics, the Lebanese Forces, in addition to all the funds, etc.
are on one side of the battle, and on the other side we have Mario Aoun, Ibrahim Al Mousaoui,
and [people who are not smart in communications]. So we have two extremes hence on
traditional and social media we became bombarded by the same narrative and these people
already have their baggage to fight. So what you said is not accurate because what we see on TV
is not what all people really want. Go to the rural areas and ask people what do they want, they'll
not tell you the same. If I do a demonstration right now in Mansourieh and thousands of
protestors participate in it to demand for the stepdown of the mayor, no media will cover it, but if
only 10 people stand here and say: "all Mansourieh is against Aounists" all media stations will
cover it.

NS: So it was all related to the media's agenda?

GF: It is always related to the media agenda. We don't really have journalism in Lebanon, we
have mouthpieces. Even media stations admit this. I remember when I had a job interview at Al
Jadeed's Tahsin Khayyat because they needed me to cover the Syrian issues, he asked me "what
do Syrians talk about us [Al Jadeed]?" I replied: "they say you're affiliated to Qatar" because
they used to say that he gets paid from the Qataris, and that he is against the Syrian regime, and
so on. He replied: "at Qatar, they say that we support the Resistance whereas in Syria they say
that we support Qatar, but we support our own selves". This is true, he follows his interests so he
supports whoever funds him because he considers his TV a business. Everyone who works in
this field admits that it is a business, even LBCI's Pierre El Daher admits that he sold a share for
X and Y, like SBI and LBCI today, he is getting funds from Bahaa Hariri. It's a business; who
buy it takes it. The main question is: if Iranians, or Gebran or whomever works the same way
using the media, will they succeed? Their problem is that they, up until today, still don't work
correctly in the media. I am convinced that the Russians, Iranians, Syrians, and everyone who
belongs to their hub have zero knowledge regarding media. They don't rely on media; they rely
on war. They build their victories on wars so they are totally unconcerned about the media war.

NS: Then it is not because, Gebran Bassil for example, is more controversial than the others, or
because he is an image of President Aoun so they tried to disguisedly attack him through Bassil?
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GF: It is because they worked in a smart way to form a source of pressure on Hezbollah's ally
and his 'legal protector' because in Lebanon we have Hezbollah and the 'face' of Hezbollah. The
issue in Lebanon is a problem between Americans and Hezbollah, point. Who is actually being
targeted instead of whom and by whom are just details. Gebran Bassil represents Michel Aoun
only post his return from France not Michel Aoun since the 1980s. So Michel Aoun post his
return is the one who did the Mar Mikhael Agreement in which he did the big political
compromise. So what is happening is that they are targeting the concept of the ruler not on the
ruler himself. But definitely he played a role in why he was targeted and I think that had he
responded in a different way, like stepping down from the very first day of the revolution by
saying "I no longer want to upset people, I have tried and failed; therefore, I withdraw" he would
have become the hero and accordingly all propaganda against him would have failed. Why
doesn't he play on the emotions of people while maintaining my credibility? He would have
easily thrown the ball in their field and won.

NS: What are the impressions, staging, and scripting techniques that celebrity politicians rely on
when planning the speeches?

GF: In my opinion, everyone presents his own brand and I think that people who usually appear
on camera present different brand of themselves every time they make an appearance, it is not
always the same brand. For example, I once appeared on TV delivering a speech, another time
singing, then discussing politics in a peaceful way, another time furiously, so every time I send a
different impressions and which one succeeded more is dependent on what brand I need to
convey in that appearance. There is nothing wrong with a politician presenting his plan in the
parliament and delivering a 3-hour speech to show the viewers that he is very competent and
knowledgeable about a certain issue and the next day does a 7-minute speech saying: s, Js
Ve ey 1oduitol a0y §10 Yol sede oo Uz s 1o Waac b [appearing as threatening to convey a certain
message regarding a certain cause]. Hassan Nasrallah said that in 2005 so we now have that
impression of him and this impression will not change unless he personally tells us otherwise. He
was conveying his ideology hence telling us another part of who he is. Same goes to President
Aoun when he gave us an impression of his character when he said " &g Jg @ pbe«y"; that is his
character and his image but he can still use the same statement in another speech discussing
something else to reveal something else. They should never convey the same

impression every time, they must be as broad as possible and people will like me more and more.
As an example, Obama in David Letterman's show is different from Obama who took off his
jacket, is different from Obama when he appears with his wife, different from Obama when he's
surrounded with people, different from Obama who killed Bin Laden, etc. Every time a different
person, every time a different message; I am just a messenger of a whole big picture and I have
to play right here and play it right there. I understand that this is part of his character and if it is
bad it might not help him, but I can't understand the fact that one would never be able to make a
speech that can help boost this image.

NS: You once wrote on Twitter after a speech delivered by Gebran Bassil in 2021 that his tone
and style differed a lot post-revolution. You think that the revolution affected the way he
addresses people because the way they perceive and interpret his speeches differed as well?
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GF: Sure. He changed a lot. He used to address people in a way that makes them feel that he is
so powerful and knowledgeable but then he as if was shocked when he saw that almost everyone
is fighting him and this shock made him think in another way and my proof is that he contacted
me in order to criticize him, discuss what is going wrong and do a rehabilitation. To change, one
must destroy all of his ego, admit that he failed and try to change the entire thing rather than
staying as is and trying to fix tiny little things every now and then.

NS: Rebranding Gebran Bassil can be a solution?

GF: Yes, nothing is impossible in politics since a politician is never 'assassinated' except when
he actually dies or 'kill himself politically'.

NS: But I think it is somehow hard in his case because people's problem with him is to a high
extent personal not political, so it's like "we are against this reform because Gebran proposed it"
and I discovered that from my focus groups.

GF: T used to think the same and I always told them after every speech that no matter what he will
say, it will not do its proper impact. But PR in politics especially with social media is a 'sea of
ideas' and he can do a very tiny thing that can help him change the entire scene. He can go live
and tell people "today I decided to know why you don't love and I will reply to each and every
one of you". Every day you are born a new identity.

NS: Back to the speeches, is there any scripting or staging techniques that they adopt?

GF: Of course, there are a lot. I personally did many: I work with two Iraqi politicians, one of
them is Shiite and is the leader of a group that fought ISIS and then he had to deliver a speech
after a certain massacre. The "stage" was in the museum of resistance, so I set the stage and
manifesto, etc. In the scripting part, the plan was to shed light on grievance, murder, and
ideology. He was trained to pause when needed, when to repeat the word twice, when to raise his
pitch, volume. I trained him on when to increase his voice, when to raise his hand, when he
should shout, when he should stop. The master of typical public speaking is Hassan Nasrallah for
example. [The interviewee presented different examples by stating the same sentence twice; once
saying it in a very normal manner, once using the techniques she mentioned previously to make a
comparison and show how the impact differs between the two]. Saying it calmly with a smile is a
total different message than when you say it with a specific tone, higher pitch, and gesture. It's
definitely a performance, all of it is a performance!

NS: Did the so-called revolution affect how people perceive and interpret a political speech?

GF: Not a big extent. It actually affected the credibility of the politicians to a certain extent.
People would perceive a successful speech with a successful interaction had our politicians been
smart because we're currently living in a big gap and people are desperate for someone to answer
any of their questions. That's why it is not the fact that I am loved that why, I will be able to
influence them. On the other hand, if I tell them something that they really need to listen, yes I
will make an impact. If right now someone tells people: "yes we have a solution for the crisis,
and the solution is x and y, and people are saying x and y, but Saudis want this and that, and
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Iranians want this and that, and the world is lying when it comes to X" whoever this politician
was everyone will be talking about his speech.

NS: Success is measured in how much people talked about my speech or how much I was able to
influence and convince?

GF: Depending on what goals I set before delivering the speech, so if I fulfill this goal then sure I
succeeded. Maybe in one speech I aim to make the other negotiate an issue with me, in another
one [ want to increase popularity, and in another one I aim at being diplomatic to approach
others, and in another one I want to deliver certain message to someone. If I aim at increasing
popularity, a speech in which I provide a solution can be a big opportunity and yes people might
give me a chance and definitely this speech must be accompanied the second day with a real plan
and action so communication will meet communication. It's all a matter of PR. But in short, I
think that impact is the main tool of measuring the success of the speech.

NS: What makes a celebrity weighing in on politics different than any regular politician?

GF: He already has something positive to kick off his journey with like for example he resembles
people, and that he is civil just like them, and that he is cut from a different cloth... But once he
starts talking and theorizing like politicians he will directly fail because he won't be perceived as
real anymore, but as someone who is ambitiously seeking a political post.
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Fadi EL Khatib, basketballer

NS: In what ways can a celebrity engaging in politics benefit the public?

FK: Before tackling the "benefit the public idea", a celebrity engaging in politics must have a
vision regarding the thing he is aiming to do. So as you have mention I am in type 1, definitely, I
do have an ambition; first an ambition to make improvements in the sector [ am knowledgeable
about, this sector that I have worked for to improve it and improve all institutions related to it in
this country. Add to that, of course when I am there serving this sector, the public's engagement
would be higher because they will be realizing that we have major improvements as we will be
working for our institutions and ministries in an effective way, we would be doing an effective
engagement on the entire country's level not only a certain area. So the public's engagement
would be so huge since we would be working as specialists and as people who have competency
in the sectors that we are not only knowledgeable about, but the ones that we have mastered, the
ones that we have conducted research on and accordingly set plans; hence, we are not only there
because we are endorsed by a politician or are politically affiliated. I admit that sometimes, [
really loved working in these sectors but other times, I didn't want to because I refuse to be part
of this ruling elite that almost everybody knows that it is a total failure.

NS: While many celebrities fear engaging in politics because it affects their fan base, except you,
especially that once the revolution started, you received the highest numbers of votes on the
MySay application which asked people whom would they like to be the next sports minister.
What makes Fadi El Khatib, the celebrity who weighed on politics, to maintain a strong fan base
regardless?

FK: Thank God I think I belong to the minorities who are loved and respected at the national
level not only on a certain sect's level or religion or political party's level. This definitely helps,
this definitely gave me an edge that made people vote for me but I believe that it's not only one's
name recognition that makes him/her succeed, nor merely the achievements one does in his field
like in sports can make someone competent enough to hold an important position. It is someone's
successful administration, one being a successful businessman, one being knowledgeable about
what are the positives and negatives regarding politics in the country, what should be improved,
what should we be working on for the sake of our sectors which are held by incompetent people,
and sometimes more than one ministry is held by only one person. That's a proof that we do not
have technocrats to work in these ministries. That's why we were more accepted by the Lebanese
citizens because they perceived Fadi as person who have succeeded in sports, in business, in
politics, and at the same time, he is speaking the people's language. So definitely that was like an
added value for me.

NS: Don't you think that you were also accepted by the people because you weren't 'an extremist'
and you did not take advantage of the revolution to fulfill a political goal?

FK: Yes, especially that I was offered a ministry and I refused it so here it becomes clear if I had
any political goal or not. I can even run for elections but I don't want to because I want to see this
generation handling these responsibilities but of course after preparing the ideal ground; i.e.
really, fully changing the entire current ruling class. That way, we would definitely take part in
the new government. But at the time being, I don't think that the entire government will be
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replaced or changed even if they did an early parliamentary general election, taking into
consideration if we'll have new laws or not, etc. So surely I will never ever take advantage of the
revolution to reach any political objective. I even joined the uprising and was almost gunshot
when I was there, and the person standing next to me was shot in his eye and we did our best to
help him. They took a picture of me [while helping him] without me knowing yet I wasn't aware
that there were any cameras because we were alone in that place, so we have never planned to
exploit the revolution to reach our political goal. I admit that many were there for this reason,
especially famous people, and it was later on publicly known that they were holding some
meetings for that purpose, and definitely many deputies rode the revolution's wave, but as for us,
we are very far from doing so. Aiming at only holding positions will harm us more than benefit
us, so our aim is to ameliorate the country not just "sit on a chair".

NS: Other than the current situation in Lebanon, and your ambition to become a sports minister,
what made you engage in politics especially that you did not start giving political speeches
during the revolution but way before that just like the discourse you delivered iin 2018 during
your interview with Ghayyath Dibra's Inside Game.

FK: In that interview I foresaw that we will reach this crisis and I told everyone that we will
reach a phase in which we won't be able to take our wages, we won't have fuel nor electricity,
etc.

NS: Yes, I was going to ask you how were you able to predict all that?

FK: A businessman in Lebanon, particularly the one who works in several sectors, can realize
how the situation is deteriorating. He'll see the illogical interests given by banks, he'll see that
there is a failed financial management which will lead the country to collapse especially that we
have a political system that is supporting this financial management which will also lead to
failure. So once you see that banks are giving a 20% interest rate to convince people to deposit
their money so that the officials can steal more, you'll realize that this hierarchy is deteriorating
because in the entire world, it is no way that they will give you more than 1% or 0.5% interest.
All of this indicate that there is something wrong in the system, and that it is deteriorating, hence
people must cast light on this issue and whenever someone does, like singer Ragheb Alameh
when he did the "Tar El Balad" song, a politician wanted to cut his head off. That's a proof that
amid all failures happening to this country, the ruling elite still insists on continuing their
corruption, they don't want to fix things, and they want to proof that the financial system in
Lebanon is very correct and they kept on defending it to the extent that they kept on saying
"everything is good, the Lebanese Lira is stable, the backup in the Central Bank is enough, and
so on". So we payed attention to all of these 'messages' and we began seeing the collapse and the
banks that were going bankrupt then closing such as the news about a bank that closed, that was
also a message to us that there is something fishy going on. In short, I could read all of this, I am
not a foreteller, but the one who reads the messages correctly can realize the truth.

NS: What are the disadvantages of being a celebrity engaging in politics?

FK: The most important thing when engaging in politics is to do something from all your heart,
something coming out from love, trust, and honesty, rather than doing something to receive more
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fame. That's where you must begin and that's where you determine what you want: you really
want to be sad for your country that you gave a lot but you're currently seeing collapsing?
Because people know, people are not idiots and they are capable of reading the person, they
know if someone is being honest or if he has some objectives and ambitions which made him
ride the revolution way. If that is the case, then definitely engaging in politics will be perceived
negatively. But when this person is honest and candid and talking about something with all his
heart because he is feeling the pain, this engagement will never be negative is you're really
taking for the sake of your country and shedding light on the things that really must be tackled,
specially the little issues that no one is aware of. For instance, we always talk about the
politicians whom everyone now knows what kind of politicians are they and we all perceive
them as corrupt, but we have to talk about our institution, judicial system, military institutions,
the low-ranking employees in the governmental institutions, we must focus on what these people
are doing and what type of corruption is there, we must talk about how can we begin fighting
corruption from these places, we must focus on how should we build healthy institutions because
if politicians resigned or did not resign, I currently care about these institutions that are
collapsing while no body is caring about them at times when they are the base of our country.
We have to cast light on the tiniest things in Lebanon because we have already casted light on
the bigger issues but let us now start from zero.

NS: What makes a celebrity politician distinct from any politician or a regular person weighing
in on politics? Or what makes you distinct from any regular sports minister?

FK: A sports minister or any other minister hold their positions because of political purposes or
because they are affiliated to political parties and backed up by them, so they're not there because
they are competent and I ensure that even the ones that will hold a ministerial position now will
not be there because they are competent. Why? Because the one that might become a minister
now has never made any achievement in sports/sports institutions, or did not succeed in sports or
any other field, that if we don't need to say he is not that competent or knowledgeable in politics.
I know the names of the potential ministers suggested by PM Hariri and I advise him not to go
with it because he will be dealing with a bigger vicious circle. Even though we refuse to be part
of this system, they must search for people who are really qualified and knowledgeable because
whoever tells you "I am knowledgeable in the sports field or I once handled a sports institution
or a sports federation that was successful", know that it was successful only because of the
athletes who were doing these achievements and they exploited our achievements to shine. Many
of these officials especially in this field are placed there by a parachute. The specialist there must
have the knowledge and understanding of how to develop individual sports, how to spread
awareness and increase engagement of all citizens, how to activate small villages and engage
them in sports, understand how to market these games, understand how to support and sponsor
individual sports that can help us reach the Olympics and how to lobby for foreign support for it
as well, he must also know how to get sponsorships from external federations not only internal
ones, and how to organize our own federations and restructure the entire sports field and provide
it some support and sponsorships along with supporting our talents to be able to participate in
international championships which is the very important thing be it in individual or team sports.
So this person has to be able to determine his objectives and target upon being assigned. Add to
these goals, this person should know how to raise funds for his country through these games. The
plan which I have set can raise millions and millions of dollars which is about 50, 60 million
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dollars per year. That is definitely while we make many achievements. So we know all of this
and we can determine what should be accomplished and how because we spent time thinking,
examining, working, and accordingly setting plans, and we know how to get funds for our
country and we know how to support our talents and help them reach international, Arab, and
Asian championships. That's all the difference.

NS: Although you used to go live on Instagram to deliver your speeches, did you have any
objectives in mind you wanted to deliver or planned your speech accordingly?

FK: The good thing in me is that I don't prepare but I talk honestly and straightforwardly. For
example, when I am invited to interviews they ask me if [ want them to send me the questions
ahead, I always tell them no, I don't want to know what you are going to ask me, whenever you
ask me the question I will answer on spot. So I had nothing in mind other than fighting
corruption. I couldn't care less about to target who, I only needed to fight any corrupt person who
led the country to this situation, the one who displaced us and my family and many other
families, and forced us to think of immigration and made us lose hope. Even if I am far, I will
keep on fighting these people. So no, I had no aims other than fighting corruption and when the
revolutionaries starting targeting some political parties over the others, I became against them
because they started causing internal fractures in the revolution. The main title must remain
fighting corruption because it covers everything: politicians, judges, governmental institutions,
military institutions, etc. I consider that I was talking with sincerity and frankness, and I will
keep on talking with sincerity and frankness, and talk what I truly think of while I don't have
anything planned, and I am not one of the people that ride the wave and people who did this,
especially politicians bother me a lot. That's why I don't plan anything, whatever I want to say, |
say it directly, and whatever I think of saying, I'll say no matter what.

NS: The theory I am using for my thesis is Impression Management, but I was thinking that if
you don't have objectives to convey from your speech then you surely have no impressions in
mind too, right?

FK: No, I definitely have messages or goals to convey.

NS: The theory states that when someone wants to deliver a speech, he thinks of a certain
impression he wishes people to perceive and plans his speech according to this impression. So |
mean that you don't think that "today I want to be perceived as honest" hence put some
statements or ideas in your speech that reflect this impression.

FK: No, no, no. Definitely when I have a certain presentation or the TedTalk I did or interviews
regarding a certain topic that needs to be discussed, I do structure things because these things are
planned and I follow a certain structure because it is for the sake of the country and the topic
addressed whether it is environmental topic, health topic, educational, sports, etc. But when it
comes to speeches I did in some of my interviews like "Sarde" recently, or Inside Game in 2018,
I swear, they weren't planned at all, and I delivered them the way you saw so I did not plan them
especially that one cannot prepare a 5-minute-talk and deliver it spontaneously, it does not work.
You can see big speakers delivering their speeches while reading from a teleprompter but I never
do that except if | was somewhere that requires structuring a speech because we have to talk
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about something specific and deliver a certain message or explain something through a
PowerPoint.

NS: So do you think that your name recognition is what makes people perceive you positively?

FK: No, it's not that "it's Fadi El Khatib talking then we have to perceive him positively", but I
think it is that way because I am honest, because people know that I will be talking about
something true not fabricated, and they also know that I will be talking about the current
situation we are all living, and they feel at the same time that I am talking in the name of
everyone feeling that pain, this gives me some sort of credibility which helped me reach a place
where people perceive me as honest, or perceive me as someone who has been offered a
governmental position but refused it hence he is not riding the wave for some political aims. |
have an ambition? Of course, every person has an ambition no matter what field he/she is in for
the sake of his/her country not for personal benefits. Therefore, people view me as honest and
love me.

NS: Based on what you have mentioned, I conducted a focus group with 14 young adults, the
first group read anonymous speeches of yours while the second group was aware that you are the
speaker but regardless, they both agreed on some points you mentioned, but mainly, all of them
criticized the fact that you were in Saudi Arabia and interpreted what you said as "he's is in a
foreign country, he's getting paid fresh dollars which means that he doesn't care about Lebanon
nor feeling our pain", so people perceive you kind of like the politicians as in you're not close to
the people nor their worries or hardships.

FK: First, to clarify this issue, I was not living in Saudi Arabia, I simply went there for exactly a
day and a half because I was invited by the Saudi sports minister to an event and my presence
was essential. I also happened to be there at times where there was no revolution because had the
revolution started at that time, [ would have rejected the invitation. So the revolution started
while I was there and that's why I said "oh how I wish to be with you" because we were really
feeling that pain for a long time. Add to that, I didn't receive any fresh money since it was a free
invitation. Second, which is the most important thing, even if someone is living abroad and is
getting paid fresh dollars, where is the problem with him saying "oh how I wish to be with you"
or to join them later on? Should everyone participating in this revolution be unemployed? Or is it
prohibited to be working and getting paid fresh dollars if you participate in the revolution? How
are they related? Why are they mixing these things? It is as if they're saying: you can't join the
uprising because you are an employed person! What a wrong way of thinking! Is everyone
taking part in this revolution unemployed and not getting paid or not working abroad? This is not
true. Third, they criticize me that I immigrated to another country. I have kids and I am
concerned about their safety, about raising them in a healthy environment away from
sectarianism and politics which are now found in schools and among friends and brothers. I don't
want to raise them that way. Add to that, they don't have safety, nor protection, nor freedom and
I've said it last time, I don't want to be passing by with my daughter and suddenly die; we're
living in a minefield in this country, not necessarily minefields an in explosions but no one
knows what threat one might suddenly face. We tend to perceive things in the wrong way
because many of us don't look further than their nose.
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NS: Do the patriotic posts you upload on social media complement your patriotic speeches and
your taking part in the revolution, or are they're not part of that "strategy"?

FK: Sure, definitely, it is primarily part of our love for that country because our love for Lebanon
has no ceiling, and it is the main message we wish to deliver. It is not necessarily that we target
the revolution every time we spread these messages. It is enough to upload the Lebanese flag's
picture to indicate that we support the Lebanon that we dream of; I've said it last time: we are
Lebanon, not them, you are Lebanon, not them, the new generation is Lebanon, not them.

NS: As a celebrity not a celebrity politician, do you use some propaganda techniques to appeal to
people more?

FK: Not at all. I wish! I'll tell you something: I was sitting with a PR manager who handles the
branded image of some celebrities in the Arab world. She was shocked. She told me: "I know
your worth and how famous you are in the Arab world and Lebanon, but when I checked your
Instagram account I was surprised because I thought that I will see 2 or 3 million followers, a
very organized Instagram profile." I told her: "I don't know, this is how I am, and I upload
whatever comes to my mind." So yes, some people resort to propaganda to increase the number
of followers and their fan base but no, I don't do this because I am honest and straightforward. I'll
even post a picture even if it's blurry; 1 for instance, I posted a picture with my family at my
birthday and my wife was closing her eyes and I did not pay attention to that. However, you can
find other celebrities editing pictures or adding some filter. No I don't do propaganda; I don't
follow any structure. Had I did this, as she said, I would have had 2, 3, 4 million followers on
Instagram. So, I prefer staying as [ am, working as I am, remaining honest as I am now, being
straightforward, I was and I will remain that way.

NS: In case you become a politician, would you resort to propaganda, like for example adopt the
selfie diplomacy like Saad El Hariri, or do you prefer staying authentic?

FK: I'll stay as I am because people loved me as I am; therefore, I'll remain as I am no matter
who I become or what posts I handle. What I am so sure about is that, if I hold any
responsibility, I will cut off the head of every corrupt person, and I'll do it aggressively. I am one
of the people who are not afraid of anything, so when I am in a position in which I have to be
responsible and witness something wrong, regardless of what this position is and even if it's none
of my business, I cut off the head of the person doing this wrong thing. That is because I don't
believe in the saying that says: "the constitution doesn't allow us to criticize something wrong".
What kind of claim is this? Are you out of your mind? For example, in the Beirut blast's case,
they told us that they knew about the ammonium but it's not their right to remove them or talk
about them. How?! Had I been a policeman or even Fadi El Khatib and I knew about this issue,
and I wish I knew about it, [ would have made anything, even committed massacres or die
myself, to remove these products. How come an official, a big official, couldn't do so? So I
guarantee that I wouldn't be anything other than myself, I wouldn't be anything other than that
strict person, and a person who won't allow corruption in any of our institutions at any cost. |
won't be using propaganda nor selfies, definitely no, in both 'techniques' this is not the real me,
and thank God, I am loved from the both sides; the entire country, not just one side like the
politicians, and I won't allow myself to ruin people's love even if they made me the president of
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the republic because it now saddens me that politicians are being shamed along with their kids,
but they refuse to give up and insist on remaining in their positions. I believe that if you give any
alternative to the Lebanese public right now, all of these politicians will be killed by their own
people, but the plan of the external forces is not yet ready, unfortunately our lives is in the hand
of the external forces which means that we are not the decision-makers here. Therefore, our
politicians are puppets; they are actors in a play in which the producer hands them in a script and
they simply perform it. Nothing more, nothing less. That's exactly what situation they are in:
there is a foreign producer telling them: here's your script, perform it. In short, I'll remain as I am
in case | become a minister because I don't think we'll have any change in Lebanon in the near
future.
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