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“When you ask a Turkestani what is his identity, he will answer that he is, first of all, a
‘Muslim’, then an inhabitant of such or such city or village … or if he is a nomad, member of 
such or such tribe.”
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tianxia 

guomin

minzu nongmin
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nongmingong liudongrenkou



bingtuan 



Our media say the U.S. discriminates, but even so, a black man can 

become head of the Defence Department. Of Commerce. Of the Supreme Court [sic]. In China, 

does the Supreme Court have a single minzu? Does the Military Affairs Commission in Beijing? 

[Explicit word]



“… Party documents (Dangshi Wenshi Ziliao) that have come to light from the Long 

March reveal that until 1937 Chairman Mao explicitly promised self-determination to the 

minorities, offering them not only privileges, but also the right to secede, as remained in the 

case of the Soviet constitution until the collapse of the USSR. However, in China this right 

was withdrawn by 1940 and limited regional ‘autonomy’ was offered instead. The transition 

in Chinese terminology from ‘self-determination’ (zi zhu) to ‘autonomy’ (zi zhi) is slight, but

for the minorities it represented a major shift in policy” 















bingtuan



“… What makes the headlines in Western newspapers tends to be the intolerance and 
repression directed at political dissidents, religious sects such as the Falun Gong, and ethnic 
minorities like the Tibetans. But the flip side of this intolerance has been the staggering 
success of Chinese ethno-nationalism as an instrument of strategic tolerance – a success 
already achieved hundreds of years ago and now simply taken for granted. Today, while the 
European Union struggles to hold together 450 million people, China commands the loyalty 
and ethnic identification of nearly 1.3 billion people, a fifth of the world’s population”



La 

culture, c’est la mémoire de people, la conscience collective de la continuité historique, le 

mode de penser et de vivre
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jihad















the destruction by the State or State organs of the culture of a community in its broad sense
of the term, including the ‘distinctive spiritual material, intellectual and emotional features of
society or a social group’, encompassing ‘in addition to art and literature, life-styles, ways of 

living together, value systems, traditions and beliefs’

“So-called derived needs, are just as necessary to their existence as the basic physiological 
needs… These needs find expression in social institutions or, to use an anthropological term, 

the culture ethos. If the culture of a group is violently undermined, the group itself 
disintegrates and its members must either become absorbed in other cultures which is a 

wasteful and painful process or succumb to personal disorganization and, perhaps, physical 
destruction… (Thus) the destruction of cultural symbols is genocide… (It) ‘menaces’ the 

existence of the social group which exists by virtue of its common culture” 



actus reus mens rea 



Uyghur music and dance, a central element of marriages, circumcision parties and other
ritual celebrations, were forbidden, and Uyghur musical instruments were themselves

condemned as ‘feudal’

There are many reports of Qur’ans burnt; mosques, mazars, madrasas and Muslim 
cemeteries shut down and desecrated; non-Han intellectuals and religious elders humiliated 
in parades and struggle meetings; native dress prohibited; long hair on young women cut off 

in the street… the authorities formally cancelled religious holidays, detained non-Han 
cultural and political leaders in reform camps and controlled the media from which flowed

anti-Islamic and anti-Turkic propaganda



Several white and black pigs were kept in a building people called ‘mosque’. There was a 
small window on the wall. I was too short to be able to see the pigs from the window, so my 

older sister put me on her shoulder. When I grew older I found out that almost all the
mosques in our region were turned into pig houses. Even Uighur songs were written in praise

of pigs

burqas niqabs







opinio juris 

Indigenous peoples have the right to recognition and preservation of their cultural identity. 
This includes not only the right not to be subject to genocide (which amounts to a rule of jus 
cogens), but also the right to be free from ethnocide. The latter right presupposes that all the 
prerogatives that are essential to preserve the cultural identity of indigenous peoples 
according to their own perspective must be preserved, including, e.g., the right to use 
ancestral lands and natural resources according to their own tradition, the right to profess 
and manifest their religion in community with the other members of the group, the right to 
pursue their traditional medicines and burial traditions, etc. 

“In the stark distinction between mass or majoritarian cultures, on the other, internal 
homogeneity is too easily assumed and taken as natural. An endangered ‘culture’ is



perceived as a pre-existing given which must be defended, rather than as something
creatively reworked during struggles to actualize rights”

“genocide is a denial of the right of existence of 

entire human groups”

identity 

“indigenous peoples 

have the right to determine their own identity or membership in accordance with their customs 

and traditions”

“protecting the rights of minorities, since they are 

genocide’s most frequent targets”



mens rea 

“The Trial Chamber is aware that it must interpret the Convention with due regard 
for the principle of nullum crimen sine lege. It therefore recognizes that, despite recent

developments, customary international law limits the definition of genocide to those 
acts seeking the physical or biological destruction of all or part of the group. Hence, 
an enterprise attacking only the cultural or sociological characteristics of a human 
group in order to annihilate these elements which give to that group its own identity 

distinct from the rest of the community would not fall under the definition of genocide. 
The Trial Chamber however points out that where there is physical or biological 

destruction there are often simultaneous attacks on the cultural and religious property 
and symbols of the targeted group as well, attacks which may legitimately be 

considered as evidence of an intent to physically destroy the group. In this case, the 
Trial Chamber will thus take into account as evidence of intent to destroy the group 

the deliberate destruction of mosques and houses belonging to members of the group” 

par dessus tout, ces crimes violent les 

droits fondamentaux de l’humanité

“it is evident that what is necessary is some form of discrimination that is intended to 
be and results in an infringement of an individual’s fundamental rights (…) it is the violation 
of the right to equality in some serious fashion that infringes on the enjoyment of a basic or 
fundamental right that constitutes persecution, although the discrimination must be on one of

the listed ground to constitute persecution under the Statute”



actus reus 

persecution can also involve a variety of other discriminatory acts, involving attacks on 

political, social and economic rights

“it is the specific intent to cause injury to a human being because he belongs to particular 
community or group, rather than the means employed to achieve it, that bestows on it its 
individual nature and gravity and which justifies its being able to constitute criminal acts 

which might appear in themselves not to infringe directly upon the most elementary rights of
a human being, for example, attacks on property” 

“This act, when perpetrated with the requisite discriminatory intent, amounts to an attack on 
the very religious identity of a people. As such, it manifests a nearly pure expression of the

notion of ‘crimes against humanity’, for all of humanity is indeed injured by the destruction
of a unique religious culture and its concomitant cultural objects.” 







RuSHA

racially valuable



the 

denial of the human rights and fundamental freedoms to which every individual is entitled 

without distinction as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations (Art.1 and 55) and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Art.2)

basic or fundamental rights 

“The notion of persecutory act provides broad coverage, including acts mentioned elsewhere 
in the Statute as well as acts which, although not in and of themselves inhumane, are 

considered inhumane because of the discriminatory grounds on which they are taken”



“This act, when perpetrated with the requisite discriminatory intent, amounts to an attack on 
the very religious identity of a people. As such, it manifests a nearly pure expression of the 

notion of ‘crimes against humanity’, for all humanity is indeed injured by the destruction of a 
unique religious culture and its concomitant cultural objects”





“a large, tight-security 

complex emerged, complete with a two-kilometer outer wall and 16 guard substations” 



“up to 1 million Uighurs and other 

Muslim groups are detained in the western Xinjiang region where they undergo so-called ‘re- 

education’ programs” 

“Uighurs are closely monitored and have to provide biometric and DNA 

samples, up to a million people have been detained, and the detainees are forced to learn

Mandarin, directed to denounce and even abandon their priestly beliefs”

“share a room with 45 other detainees with… so

little room which made them sleep in shifts”

“forced to sing propaganda songs, and if they refuse they are not fed”



“…they have walls and watchtowers just like prisons, the inmates are monitored 24 hours a 
day and deprived of any freedom and privacy. The rooms have iron gates and the windows

are sealed with iron bars and wire netting. It is nearly impossible to escape from the camps… 
there are hundreds of surveillance cameras inside the buildings, including the dormitories, 

washrooms and toilets.” 

“one inmate described being restrained to a chair so 

that he was immobilized, prevented from sleeping, beaten with batons, and stabbed with 

needles… while other eyewitnesses said that detainees are forced to sing propaganda songs, 

and if they refuse, they are not fed.” 

“…detainees are not allowed to use the toilet for long periods of time, are not allowed to see 
a doctor when they are ill and are forced to perform drills like soldiers. If an inmate does not 
comply, he/she is sent to solitary confinement, deprived from food and/or sleep for a long
time, beaten or tortured physically and/or psychologically” 



“forcing detainees to sit on small stools, shackling them to ‘tiger chairs’, beds, walls, 
ceilings, or heavy fetters, or subjecting them to solitary confinement and food deprivation for 
prolonged periods of time… they are also subjected to whippings and constant beatings by 
metal and electric prods or bare cords… other eyewitnesses reported being forced to ingest 
blackout-causing drugs, confined to nail-covered or electrified chairs, subjected to complete 
strip searches, or hung on walls and beaten with electrified truncheons” 

“Former detainees have testified to systematic mass rape and other sexual abuse in the 
detention facilities. There are also accounts of gang rapes perpetrated by security officials, 
including references to masked men, the use of an electrified stick… and a designated table 
for ‘doings things’. Other accounts testify to witnessing police take young girls into a closed 
room to ‘take turns with them’, with some never to return…”

“government policies in this regard (preventing 

birth) include handing out monetary incentives for undergoing sterilization, punishing 

individuals with detention for violating birth control policies and forcing surgical and 

medicine-induced sterilization” 



“…her fellow female camp 

detainees either underwent surgical sterilization or were given medication that stopped their 

menstrual periods” 

“…in military age, underemployed, praying regularly, possessing unauthorized religious 
knowledge, having a passport, had traveled to one of 26 Muslim-majority countries, 
overstayed their visa, had an immediate relative living abroad, taught their children about 
Islam in their home…” 





the first

court created by the UN and the first international war crimes tribunal since the Nuremberg



and Tokyo tribunals

“26 defendants at the ICTY and 8 defendants at the ICTR have been sentenced for crimes that 
fell under the jurisdiction of the Tribunals which includes genocide, crimes against humanity, 
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions and war crimes. The ICTY verdicts have ranged 
between 5 and 46 years of prison, in contrast the ICTR’s sentences have seen charges last 
between 12 years and life imprisonment.” 





in a tenuous net of breakable obligations

international treaties and institutions exist 

only because powerful states benefit from their presence





universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms 

for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion



laodong jiaoyang laojiao



pacta sunt 

servanda 
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nongye 农业 农业 hukou
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renkou liudong 人口流动



“if 

the migrant workers are stopped, there would be at least a stagnation in the coastal areas. At 

worst, the economy of the coastal areas would collapse, causing the national economy to 

collapse” hukou 

hukou 



hukou 



nongmin 農民

chengbaodi 

zhaijidi 



actions are morally right if they tend to promote happiness or pleasure, and morally



wrong if they tend to promote unhappiness or pain 



“by the federal principle I 

mean the method of dividing powers so that the general and regional governments are each, 

within a sphere, co-ordinate and independent” 

in the people

lying behind the constitution, and that there can be no ulterior source of political authority 

lying behind the people



“Federalism, in short, has often been an 

institutional response to societal divisions and diversities”







Some scholars view the security dilemma as rooted in the anarchic nature of the 
international system that obliges each state to look after its own security. Unlike in domestic 
politics, where the state enjoys the monopoly on violence, enforces a set of laws, and 
mediates conflicts between different entities, there is no higher authority in the international 
system



“…desired stability on their borders, are concerned about the ability of the Central Asian 
states to withstand destabilization and consider the region as the main transit zone for drug- 
trafficking from Afghanistan.” 



“In every respect, America’s war against terrorism has diminished China’s power and 
standing in Central Asia. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the linchpin of its 
strategy to fight terrorism and separatism has been discredited and shown to command no
effective military resources or political support by the members” (Blank 2002) 
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December 1954: 300 members from Khotan, Karakash and Lop counties led by an 
individual called Abdimit

April-May 1962: violent protests in Central Yining (Ghulja) comprising roughly 2000 
person

1967-1968: clashes involving 50,000 “bingtuan” workers around Urumqi

Early 1969: 4000 Uighurs in Yining

1979: around 8000 Chinese originating initially from Shanghai protested in Aksu. The 
protest lasted for 40 days and saw 1000 individuals stage a hunger strike

1980-1981: several incidents occurred, and in 3 out of 4 cases, minor incidents turned ugly 
and the numbers of protesters escalated to 2000 at some times.

December 1985: 2000 non-Han students from Xinjiang University and 6 other universities 
protested against nuclear testing in the region among other issues

June 1988: 300 students protested against derogatory graffiti, their slogans demanded 
freedom, democracy and equality of nationalities

May 1989: Muslim students (Hui) protested in Urumqi against sexual content in a 
publication which they deemed insulting to Islam. Around 200 individuals were injured 
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